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Vestry Minutes of Christ Church 

1837 

 

 September 8th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry and congregation at Christ Church, 

specially called on Monday the 8th
 instant to consider the 

propriety of expressing their sense of the loss which the 

Protestant Episcopal Church has sustained in the death of the 

late Rt. Rev. Bishop White of Philadelphia, it was unanimously 

resolved that this vestry and congregation entertain a deep 

and affectionate regard for the memory of the late Right 

Reverend William White, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of 

Pennsylvania and Senior Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church in the United States, for the many  excellent traits 

which distinguished his character as an exemplary Christian, 

and eminent Philanthropist, an able Divine, a judicious Ruler, 

a wise counselor, and as having, through a long life been 

enabled by the good Providence of God, to exhibit great 

moderation of principle, purity of intention, and entire 

freedom from reproach.  

 

Resolved further that we are deeply convinced that the 

unusual limit to which his life and labors have been extended 

from the earliest forming stage of our Church organization in 

this country to the present time when, under God, her 

“foundation standeth fine,” ought to be regarded by the 

members of our church generally as a blessing of great 

magnitude, and that in his removal, our whole church has 

sustained a loss not to be replaced.  

 

Resolved further that we affectionately sympathize with our 

clerical and lay brethren of the diocese of Pennsylvania and 

with those of the parish with which the late Bishop had been 

more immediately connected, in the great bereavement they 

have been called to sustain.  

 

Resolved that these resolutions be published and that a copy 

of them be forwarded to the Bishop of Pennsylvania. 
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Adjourned 

  

      G.M. Fogg, Secretary 

 

 

   January 17th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry of Christ Church held at the house of 

M. Watson on Tuesday the 17th
 January 1837 present the Rev. 

George Weller Rector in the chair, Messrs. Hicks, G.M. Fogg, 

F.B. Fogg, Diggons, Watson, Williams, and Kemp, it was Resolved 

unanimously that pews No. 3, 5, 17, 41, 55, 57. 42, 56, 60, 16, 18, 

22 be forfeited for the non-payment of rents according to the 

original term of purchase of said pews unless the present 

holders shall come forward and pay what rents are now due by 

the 1st
 April 1837. 

 

Resolved that the pews remaining vacant in said Church be 

offered at private sale until the 1st
 day of April next and those 

then remaining unsold be offered for sale at public auction on 

the said 1st
 day of April. 

 

Adjourned 

 

       G.M. Fogg, Secretary 

 

  

       March 20th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry of Christ Church held in said church 

on Monday the 20th
 March 1837 present Rev. Geo. Weller, Rector 

and Messrs. Watson, F.B. Fogg, G.M. Fogg, Diggons, and Kemp, it 

was Resolved unanimously that the thanks of the vestry be 

presented to Mr. H.A. Caigill for his very acceptable present of 

a pair of Astral Lamps on the 23rd
 Dec. 1836. 

 

A communication was received from the rector relative to his 

salary and asking an increase of the same or he would be 
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compelled to resign his charge of the church; it was read and 

ordered to lie on the table until the next meeting. 

 

Adjourned 

 

      G.M. Fogg, Secretary 

 

 

      March 27th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the congregation of Christ Church on Easter 

Monday the 27th
 March 1837, H.M. Rutledge in the chair, the 

following persons were re-elected vestry men for the ensuing 

year: John Shelby, F.B. Fogg, G.M. Fogg, Diggons, Williams, M. 

Watson, Hicks, and Kemp. 

 

On motion resolved that Messrs. Shelby, Diggons, and F.B. Fogg 

be a committee to call upon the respective pew holders and 

ascertain from them whether they will increase their pew 

rents for this and the ensuing years and to what amount.  

The communication of the rector which was submitted to the 

vestry at their last meeting was laid before the congregation 

and by them referred to the vestry at their next meeting in 

order to consider of the report of the above named committee. 

 

Adjourned 

 

G.M. Fogg, Secretary 

 

A meeting of the above named vestry was held on the 

adjournment of the congregation when they elected Messrs. 

Shelby and Kemp wardens for the ensuing year and G.M. Fogg 

Secretary and Treasurer. 

 

Adjourned 

 

G.M. Fogg, Secretary 
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     March 29th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry on Wednesday the 29th
 March 1837 

present Messrs. Shelby, F.B. Fogg, G.M. Fogg, Watson, Williams, 

Diggons, and Kemp, the committee assembled by the 

congregation at their last meeting reported that they had 

visited the greater part of the pew holders and that including 

the present amount of the pew rents these could be raised for 

the support of the rector by subscription the sum of about 

seventeen hundred dollars per annum. 

 

It was resolved unanimously that as the above sum in the 

opinion of the vestry would be today inadequate to the support 

of the rector, that the secretary be directed to address a 

letter to him upon the subject informing him of what had been 

done and accepting of his resignation. 

 

Adjourned 

 

       G.M. Fogg, Secretary  

 

       March 31st
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry on Friday the 31st
 March, present 

Messrs. Shelby, Watson, Williams, Hicks, F.B. Fogg, G.M. Fogg, 

Diggons, and Kemp and the Rev. Mr. Weller, it was suggested 

that by permitting the Rev. M. Weller to have a nominal 

connection with the school, he would be willing to accept of 

the sum reported by the committee at the last meeting of the 

vestry. But it was resolved by the vestry that as the 

additional subscriptions were raised upon the expectation 

that the rector would have no connection with the school, that 

the proposition could not be acceded to and that the secretary 

be directed to inform the Bishop of the diocese that the rector 

had resigned his charge of the congregation and that his 

resignation had been accepted. 
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The communication of the Rector alluded to above, and the 

reply of the vestry is as follows, it having been read to the 

vestry on the 20th
 instant: 

 

To the vestry of Christ Church in Nashville 

 

Gentlemen: 

More than seven years have elapsed since I was called by 

your board to the pastoral charge of your parish. During that 

period I have endeavored faithfully with such ability as it 

has pleased God to bestow on me to discharge the duties of my 

station. I have been with you through all the difficulties 

which beset the [illeg.] efforts for establishing a church, and 

until almost every hindrance to prosperity as such has been 

removed out of your way, and the church has taken from root 

from which it may look with the blessing of God for permanent 

growth and increase. 

 

Although the salary allowed me at first (in conjunction 

with the term of $250 per annum for a year and a half allowed 

me by the General Missionary Society) might, as expenses then 

were, have been difficult for the support of my family, yet the 

constant diminution of the salary and constantly increasing 

expenses of subsistence soon obliged me to resort to some other 

means to enable me to maintain an increasing family. 

 

I entertained the belief that my parishioners would 

cheerfully sustain me in conducting a school presuming that I 

could bring to it talents and acquirements at least equal to 

any at that time be employed in this place, and when it was 

considered that my object in resorting to that employment was 

to enable me to continue to discharge my duties as their 

minister I regret that I have been, in a considerable degree, 

disappointed in this expectation: on the contrary, it has led 

to difficulties with some of them, painful to myself and 

injurious to my influence as pastor of the church. While my 

school has been generously supported by others and by a 

portion of my congregation, it is only from members of my own 

parish that I have met with any opposition or difficulties in 
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relation to it. I was fully aware from the first that either the 

pastoral charge, or the management of a school was quite 

difficult for the occupation of all my time, and the full 

employment of all the powers I possess. I was guided, however, 

only by a conscientious belief that some sacrifice was 

required of me for the welfare of the church - called by 

Providence I was willing to make that sacrifice; and I have 

continued for three years to perform the duties of both pastor 

and schoolmaster. During the last year I have had repeated 

admonitions that I cannot persevere in this course without 

adding the sacrifice of health, if not life. So to be obliged to 

solicit the means of subsistence, I have but in a single 

instance, brought the subject of my support before you; and 

have since that time, endeavored to comply with the conditions 

imposed on myself, though as far as I am at present aware 

without any corresponding benefit. My salary for the last two 

or three years has been only about $800 of which a portion has 

always been in arrears. The question of duty has thus assumed 

with me another shape. By pursuing the two professions I am 

sacrificing both my usefulness as pastor, and my health, and 

the only alternative before me is to decline the charge either 

of my school or the church. In the present condition of the 

church, nearly free from debt, and generally prosperous, could 

I have grounds to believe, that a salary equal to the support of 

family in a respectable manner would be cheerfully and 

punctually paid, I should not hesitate at once to abandon the 

prospect of a larger income from teaching school. I will rely 

cheerfully on any assurances to this effect which you may feel 

warranted in giving me.  

 

But if this cannot be done, I must ask you, deeply painful 

as it is for me to do so, to accept of my resignation of the 

charge of Christ Church from Easter day. That Almighty God may 

have you and the whole congregation in his holy keeping, may 

shed on you abundantly the dews of divine grace and bless you 

with all temporal and spiritual blessings here, and with life 

everlasting in the world to come, is the fervent prayer of  

Your affectionate Brother in Christ George Weller 
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      Nashville March 30th
 1837 

 

Rev. George Weller D.D. 

Dear Sir: 

 

The communication laid by you before the vestry of Christ 

Church on Monday the 20th
 instant has received that anxious 

and careful deliberation which the subject of it demanded. It 

is always painful to sever ties that have connected 

individuals together for many years. How much more so then is 

it, to put an end to the connection subsisting between a pastor 

and his flock? In order to ascertain fully the views and 

feelings of the different members of the congregation in 

regard to your support, a committee was appointed consisting 

of three members of the vestry, on Monday last, whose duty it 

was made to call upon all those holding pews in the church, and 

to lay the subject before them. At a meeting of the vestry last 

evening the committee reported that they had used all 

diligence in fulfilling the object of their appointment and 

that they had received voluntary subscriptions from various 

individuals to the amount of about $850 per annum beyond the 

present amount of the pew rents.  

 

Taking the whole subject into consideration, the vestry 

do not feel authorized in saying that more than about $1700 

per annum could be raised for your support.  The undersigned 

would be doing you injustice, if they were [to] hold out the 

prospect that the above sum would be paid punctually, nor 

would they feel justified in pledging [illeg.] for the pew rents 

and subscriptions of others though it is probable that no one 

would decline paying for any length of time what he had 

pledged himself to do. At this time it would be impossible to 

say whether this provision can be considered permanent, as the 

fluctuations in business or the [illeg.] of residence of any 

individual or individuals might lessen the amount.  

 

Believing that the sum of $1700 per annum would be 

totally inadequate for the support of yourself and family 

independent or your school, and the additional subscriptions 
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having been obtained upon the express understanding that 

there was to be no connection between you and that 

institution, the undersigned feel compelled by a sense of 

their duty to you but with great regret, to accept of your 

resignation.  

 

In the hope that you will continue your school which we 

do not hesitate to say is of great importance to this 

community, we very cheerfully tender the use of the room you 

now occupy as long as it may suit your convenience. With the 

most fervent wishes for your happiness and prosperity 

wherever your lot may be cast, we do with the most unfeigned 

feelings of regard and respect subscribe ourselves  

Your sincere friends, 

Vestry of Christ Church 

Nashville: 

      Francis B. Fogg 

      John Shelby 

      D. Williams 

      M. Watson 

      James Diggons 

      Thomas Kemp 

      G.M. Fogg 

 

 

      April 17th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry of Christ Church on Monday the 17th
 

April 1837, present Messrs. F.B. Fogg, Watson, Williams, 

Diggons, Hicks, Kemp, and G.M. Fogg, it was Resolved 

unanimously that the Rev. Mr. Freeman of Raleigh, N. Carolina 

be elected pastor of this church to fill the vacancy occasioned 

by the resignation of the Rev. Dr. Weller, and that a salary be 

offered him of $1250 per annum and that the Secretary notify 

the Bishop of this diocese of the same and requesting him to 

inform the Rev. Mr. Freeman.  

 

Adjourned 

G.M. Fogg, Secretary 
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         May 12th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry on Friday the 12th
 May, present as 

above, it was Resolved that the Rev. Dr. Weller, late Rector, be 

requested to fill the pulpit of this church until some 

arrangement can be made for the settlement of a minister.  

 

Adjourned 

G.M. Fogg, Secretary 

 

 

In reply to a letter from the Secretary enclosing a copy of the 

above resolution on the next day, the Rev. Dr. Weller, that we 

would fill pulpit on the next Sunday, which we accordingly 

did and for two or three successive Sundays --- but on the 8th
 

June he addressed a letter to the vestry declining to perform 

ministerial services any longer on account of ill health.  

 

      G.M. Fogg 

  

      June 17th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry held on Saturday the 17th
 June 1837, 

present Messrs. Shelby, M. Watson, F.B. Fogg, G.M. Fogg, and D. 

Williams, it was Resolved unanimously that all the pew seats 

up to the 9th
 July next be appropriated to the payment of the 

Rev. Dr. Weller for his services as rector of this congregation 

and that the pew holders be requested to pay the full amount 

that will be due on their pews at that time for his services as 

rector and in consequence of the pecuniary embarrassments of 

the Rev. Dr. Weller and his being in a feeble state of health. 

 

The Secretary having read to the vestry a letter from the 

Bishop of the diocese inferring that the Rev. Mr. Freeman of 

Raleigh, N. Carolina had declined accepting the appointment 

of rector of this church. It was therefore Resolved 

unanimously that the Rev. Mr. Wheat now of New Orleans be 

appointed to fill that office and that the Secretary inform the 

Bishop of the same and request him to notify the Rev. Mr. Wheat. 
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Adjourned 

      G.M. Fogg, Secretary 

 

 

 September 9th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry on the 9th
 September 1837, present 

Messrs. Watson, F.B. Fogg, G.M. Fogg, and Diggons, the letter of 

the Rev. Mr. Wheat was read dated 10th
 August 1837 accepting the 

pastoral charge of the parish from that time and also the 

certificate of the Bishop of this Diocese that the said Rev. J. 

Thos. Wheat had been received into the same upon letter [illeg.] 

from the Rt. Rev. C.P. McIlvaine Bishop of Ohio and the said 

Rev. J. Thos. Wheat took his seat as presiding officer of the 

vestry and Rector of the Parish the 10th
 Augt.  

 

Adjourned 

       G.M. Fogg, Secretary 

 

 

September 18th
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry on the 18th
 September 1837, present 

Messrs. Shelby, Williams, Watson, F.B. Fogg, and G.M. Fogg --- 

the Rector in the chair. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Watson be appointed to superintend any 

repairs that may be necessary upon the church and to draw upon 

the Treasurer for the amount they cost. 

 

The vestry then proceeded to ballot for three delegates to 

represent the congregation in the next diocesan convention 

and upon counting the ballots it appeared that Messrs. Shelby, 

Watson, and F.B. Fogg were duly elected.  

 

Adjourned, 

G.M. Fogg, Secretary 
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   October 21st
 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry held on the 21st
 October 1837, present 

the rector, Messrs. Shelby, Watson, Williams, Diggons, F.B. 

Fogg, and G.M. Fogg 

 

Resolved that Messrs. Watson and F.B. Fogg be appointed a 

committee to consult with Mr. Weller the late rector upon the 

subject of his using the basement room of the church for 

another session 

 

 Resolved that Messrs. G.M. Fogg, Diggons, and M. Watson be a 

committee to consult with the congregation upon the subject of 

purchasing a parsonage 

 

Resolved that George the organist be allowed one hundred 

dollars for his valuable services in playing upon the organ 

 

Mr. Jon Williams was then unanimously elected a vestry man to 

supply the place of Thos. Kemp removed. 

 

Adjourned 

     G.M. Fogg, Secretary 

 

 

      November 1837 

 

At a meeting of the vestry on the [day marked out] day of Nov. 

1837, present as above 

 

Resolved that the sum of forty dollars be appropriated out of 

the church offerings to the purchase of Sunday school books 

 

Resolved that G.M. Fogg and M. Watson be appointed a committee 

to settle with the Rev. G. Weller, D.D. the late rector 

 

Adjourned                                                       G.M. Fogg, Secretary 
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