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Vestry Minutes of Christ Church

1868

At a meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church held on the 16th day

of January 1868, the following preamble and resolutions were

unanimously adopted.

This Vestry of Christ Church have heard with unfeigned sorrow

of the death of James A. Kirkman, one of their members, and son of

John Kirkman, Esq. The circumstances attending his death were

of such a character as to excite the sympathies of our whole

community and to harrow the feelings of his family . He was in

the prime of manhood, and bid fair to be a useful member of

society. He was of an amiable and kind disposition, a devoted

husband and son, as a member of this Vestry he was untering in

his exertions to advance the interest of the Church, and

contributed liberally from his own means at all times. His loss

is great to the Church, and his place cannot be supplied. Of the

loss to the dear one to whom he was united for life we will not

speak, as no consolation except such as may be sent by the

Almighty Disposer of events can relieve her bleeding heart.

Resolved, therefore, That we deeply sympathize with his widow,

father, and family in their great bereavement, but trust that

their sorrows will be alleviated by Divine Grace, and that they

will all meet him in a better world, where there will be no

sighing or grief. Resolved, that the proceedings be entered on

the minutes of the Vestry, and a copy furnished the family of the

deceased.

D.R. Johnson

Secretary

February 23d 1868

At a meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church held this day, the

following persons were present:
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F.B. Fogg, G.M. Fogg, John Kirkman, G.G. Butler, Jas. S. Patterson,

Dr. G.S. Blackie, D.R. Johnson.

A letter from the Bishop of Tennessee to the Southern

Churchman, censuring the Rector for allowing the ladies of the

COngregation to hold a festival in Masonic Hall on the 13th of

November 1867, was read, and F.B. Fogg, G.M. Fogg, and Dr. Geo. S.

Blackie were appointed a Committee to prepare a report of the

facts in the case, and present the same at the next meeting of the

Vestry.

Adjourned D.R. Johnson, Secty.

Monday, March 2, 1868

At a meeting of the Vestry held this day, F.B. Fogg, Senior

Warden, in the Chair, the following report was unanimously

adopted, and ordered to be sent to the “Southern Churchman” for

publication: Present F.B. Fogg G.M. Fogg, J. Kirkman, G.S.

Blackie, C. Mitchell, J.S. Patterson, & D.R. Johnson.

The Committee appointed by the Wardens and Vestrymen of Christ

Church, Nashville, at their last meeting, when the Rector was

not present, make the following report: The facts in relation to

the Fair or Supper given on the night of the 13th of November

1867 and few and simple, and do not authorize the

misrepresentation and coloring given by a correspondent of the

Southern Churchman, published in that paper if the 28th of

November, and which gave rise to the letter if Bishop Quintard

published in the same paper on the 20th February last.

Several benevolent ladies belonging to the Congregation of

Christ Church, got up a project to give a supper at the Masonic

Hall in Nashville, the proceeds of which were intended to be

appropriated by them in part to putting a roof on the Church,

and to such other projects as they might think best. It was

altogether voluntary on their part, and not in any way

connected with the Church or under its patronage, but purely an
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outside affair. No leave was asked of the Rector of the Church or

the Vestry, and no communication made to them, or were they

consulted, and neither the Rector or any of his family were

present.

There were several ladies belonging to other Christian

Congregations who took part in the entertainment and had

tables set forth on which were offered for disposal such things

as might please the public taste. The Church had nothing to do

with it – it was a public party under the direction of ladies

who devoted their time and the labor of their hands to a

charitable object, for which,  instead of censure, they deserved

praise. The patronesses were all of high standing and character,

and some of them were members of various Churches of our City.

To please the young and to make it more attractive, after the

Fair was nearly over, there was dancing for a couple of hours,

and the music was performed by a band that had played while the

Fair was going on. Everything was conducted with great order

and decorum, nothing unseemly took place, and the party broke

up at an early hour. Private families have certainly a right to

have an entertainment in their own houses, and ladies have a

right to have a public party, and require those who attend to

pay for their admittance, their supper, and for such things as

they may wish to purchase. They had a right to appropriate the

proceeds to any object they thought proper; and if they gave

them, or a part of them to a Church, is it a sin or impropriety in

that Church to receive them?

Whatever may be thought of the propriety of having fairs or

suppers, the surplus profits of which are to be given to

charitable objects, such has been the practice in the Western

part of the United States for a long series of years; and in

Nashville a year scarcely passes without something of the kind

being done by Christians of every denomination, not as a

religious festival, but for the amusement of the young, and to

elicit charitable contributions from all. It is a subject of deep

regret that such an account has been given, in a public

newspaper, of the fair of November last, which was got up from
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the purest motives, and by persons whose walk in life and

excellence of character should shield them from detraction.

Whatever the merits or demerits may be, the Rector of this

Parish had nothing to do with it either directly or indirectly.

During the Civil War our old Congregation was very much

dispersed and those who attended were mostly strangers and

temporary residents.  In the month of February  1866 the Revd.

W.J. Ellis was chosen our Rector, and has ever since continued

his diligent and faithful services. At no point of the existence

of Christ Church Nashville has it exhibited more healthy

vitality, and during his ministration the Church membership

has increased more than in any two previous years.

The teachings of our Rector have attracted and firmly held the

constant attendance of numbers of intelligent, earnest, and

thoughtful young men and women, who are zealous in good works,

and eager to advance every object tending to promote the glory

of God and increase the Church of Christ. The Congregation have

by our Rector been educated up to the highest standard of

Christian excellence, and urged by the greatest energy and

eloquence to [illeg.] to the highest attainments, and to follow

the example and obey the precepts of our Lord and Master.  We

would refer to the flourishing state of two Sunday schools – one

for white the other for colored children – a Benevolent society,

one of the most effective and laborious bodies in relieving the

distress of the poor, a Serving Society for making articles for

the poor, and teaching the poor to make them, and a Night school

of over fifty pupils, where the advantages of education are

extended to the poor of the laboring classes. With the exception

of the Sunday school for white children, these efforts for good

have been inaugurated by the Rector and conducted under his

supervision and influence. The general interest felt in

religion, the increase of our Congregation, the healthy tone of

morals, are sufficient proof that the ministrations of our

Rector have, under the favor of Divine Providence, been

attended with success and religious improvement, and that we

have cause to be thankful for his zeal and services; and trust
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that we may go on in spiritual advancement, and secure the

favor of our ecclesiatical superiors, and the blessings of our

Lord and Master.

Respectfully submitted by

Francis B. Fogg

G.M. Fogg

George S. Blackie

Committee of the Vestry of Christ Church

Wednesday, May 13, 1868

At a meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church held on this day,

there were present Rev. W.J. Ellis, Rector, in the Chair, F.B.

Fogg, Chas. Mitchell, G.M. Fogg, Jas. Patterson, John Kirkman,

D.R. Johnson.

On motion of G.M. Fogg, Esq., F.B. Fogg, Col. W.B. Reese, and D.R.

Johnson were selected delegates to the service on Convention to

meet in Columbia on the 20th instant.

Mr. Mitchell was authorized to allow the Sexton additional pay

for four Winter months, on account of the extra work.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

“Resolved that the thanks of the Vestry of Christ Church be

tendered to Dr. George S. Blackie for his liberal donation of

three hundred and one dollars for the benefit of the Church the

proceeds of his readings to a class in the basement of the

Church.”

Adjourned:

D.R. Johnson

Secretary
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Christ Church in a/c/ with D.R. Johnson, Treasurer,

From April 22, 1867 to April 13, 1868

Receipts

Pew Rents 3023.95

Offertory 691.29

Special Collections 92.00

Roof Fund (recd. From Dr. Blackie 301.00

Cash advanced by Mr. Kirkman 275.00

Balance on hand last report 83.02 4466.26

Expenditures

Rector’s Salary 2209.62

Bishop’s Salary 500.00

Choir 450.00

Expense 615.11

Contingent Fund 78.12

Repairing Roof 17.45

Special Collections Mr. [illeg.], 32d Bishop [illeg.] 59th   92.00

Repairs on Organ 6.74

Refunded Mr. Kirkman 275.00

Balance on hand $40.67 bal. of roof fund 181.55 222.22

$4466.26

D.R. Johnson

Treasurer

Nashville, April 13th 1868

Wednesday, August 26, 1868

At a meeting of the Vestry held this afternoon the following

persons were present: Rev. W.J. Ellis Rector in the Chair, F.B.

Fogg, Jas. S. Patterson, G.M. Fogg, D.R. Johnson, Geo. S. Blackie.

The following petition from the Teachers of the White Sunday

School was read by the Secretary, and Mr. Ellis was empowered to
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act in the matter as he thought best for the interest of the

Church and Sabbath Schools.

D.R. Johnson

Secretary

At a meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church held on Saturday the

12th of September 1868, present Rev. W. J. Ellis, Rector, in the

Chair, G.W. Fogg, Jno. C. [illeg.], Geo. S. Blackie, Jas. S.

Patterson, & D.R. Johnson.

It having been announced to the Vestry that John B. Johnson, a

Vestryman of this Church, had departed this life on Monday

Evening, the 24th of August past, the following preamble and

resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Mr. John B. Johnson, the deceased, had been for more than twenty

years a citizen of Nashville, a large portion of which time he

was a successful Merchant & stood high as a man of business and

integrity. For many years he was a member of this Vestry, and

although he was not until recently, a Communicant, yet he ever

had the interests of the Church at heart and was zealous in

doing everything in his power to promote the cause of religion.

He was a man of an acute and discriminating mond, ardent in his

attachments, with great powers of conversation, and was always

welcomed in social circles as an agreeable companion. He had

many true friends who deplore his loss. In his domestic

relations he was a kind and indulgent Father, and devoted

himself to the rearing and education of his children to whom

his loss cannot be repaired.

Resolved, That this Vestry sincerely sympathizes with his

family in the loss they have sustained, and regret that they

will be deprived of his counsel and assistance in the affairs of

the Church.

Resolved, That this preamble and resolutions be entered in the

Minutes, and a copy furnished to his afflicted family.
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F.B. Fogg

G.M. Fogg

D.R. Johnson

Committee

The Rector was granted leave of absence for a trip for the good

of his health. Messrs. W.B. Reese, & F.N. Judson were elected

Vestrymen to fill the vacancies occasioned by the death of Jas.

P. Kirkman, and the removal of [illeg.] Butler from the Parish.

D.R. Johnson

To

The Vestry of Christ Church

Gentlemen:

The Teachers of Christ Church Sunday School feel it is their

duty to call your attention to the evil effects of allowing a

“Sunday School for Colored Children” to be held in the basement

of the Church.

As individuals, and as teachers we would do nothing that would

retard, or prevent the diffusion of evangelical knowledge

among the colored population, nor do we purpose of desire a

discontinuance of the Colored School. But as many parents

refuse to allow their children to attend our Sunday School

because this colored school is held in the basement in the

afternoon, and since we need the rooms in the afternoon to hold

singing school for our own scholars; and since we also feel that

the colored school ought not to be allowed to interfere with or

retard the growth of the white school, we most respectfully ask

your attention tot he subject and do petition the Vestry to

procure another room for the use of said Colored Sunday School;

And that no injury may reseult to said school by the proposed

change we beg that prompt measures may be adopted that all the

necessary arrangements may be completed at once that the school
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may be opened at the time originally appointed by the

Superintendent. All of which is most respectfully submitted,

C.J. Banon

S.M.D. Clark

Charles Sheppard

Committee

Friday Afternoon, December 4, 1868

At a meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church held this day, the

following persons were present: Francis B. Fogg, Senior Warden

in  the Chair, G.M. Fogg, John Kirkman Esq., Col. John C. Burch,

Col. W. B. Reese, Dr. Geo. S. Blackie, Mr. Chas. Mitchell, Mr. F.N.

Judson, D.R. Johnson.

Mr. Blackie, at the request of the Rector, who was absent, moved

that some action be taken by the Vestry in regard to doing away

with rented Pews, and substituting free ones. The same was, after

discussion, laid over.

The Treasurer stated that the Parish was getting in arrears to

the Bishop and others, and as he wished the Vestry to know the

state of the finances, had prepared some statements showing the

receipts and expenditures since last report, together with

assets and liabilities to January 1, 1869. (see papers “A” & “B”)

It was moved and seconded that notice be given by the Rector on

Sunday next, that there would be a collection taken up in

Church on the following Sabbath, for the purpose of raising

funds to liquidate the debt of the Parish, books being prepared

for the purpose of taking down the names of those who did not

come prepared and wished to contribute.

Messrs. Reese and Johnson were appointed a committee to attend

to the leak in the basement of the CHurch, and were authorized

to have the same attended to.
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The Treasurer was authorized   to let Mr. Atkinson have a Pew in

Church as some recompense for his kindness in singing in the

Choir.

Adjourned

D.R. Johnson

Secretary

“A.”

Receipts & Expenditures from April 18th to December 1, 1868

Receipts:

Balance on hand per Report April 13 (Easter Monday) 222.22

Recd. from Mrs. Wm. Cooper Resident 473.03

Pew Rents collected 1546.35

Offertory Collections 427.50

$3669.10

Expenditures:

Paid Rector to October 1, 1868 $1489.00

Paid Bishop to May 1, 1868 125.00

Paid Choir to Oct. 1, 1868 225.00

Paid Expenses (Sexton, Fuel, & c.) 265.00

Paid Contingent Fund to May 1/68 18.00

Paid Repairs on Tower 151.00

Paid Painting Tower 75.00

J.W. WIlson & Co. on a/c 300.00 2646.71

$22.39

December 1st 1868
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“B.”

We owe

Mr. Ellis from October 1/68 to Jan. 1, 1869

Bishop from May 1/68 to Jan 1, 1869

Contingent Fund from May 1/68 to Jan. 1/69

Choir from Oct. 1/68 to Jan 1/69

Sexton to Jan 1/69

Gas & Fuel about

Insurance

J.W. Wilson & Co. balance

Less

Pew Rents due to 1st  Jan/69 $733.33

Offertory  about 50.00

On hand this day 22.39

Old Debt

Francis B. Fogg $267.59

G.M. Fogg 17.59

Planter’s Bank (with interest) 148.50

Commercial Ins. Co. 70.00

December 1st 1868
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