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Vestry Minutes of Christ Church

1870

Friday, March 11, 1870

A meeting of the Vestry was held this afternoon. PResent, Messrs.

Ellis, Fogg, Blackie, Reese, and Clark. On motion, Mr. T. Cooley

was elected Vestryman, vice Dr. Horton, who resigned on account

of removal to the country. The Treasurer was instructed to place

accounts in hands of collector, and be allowed to pay five

percent for collecting the same.

Resolved, that the Treasurer be instructed to place on the PLan

Card, after the rent has been due one quarter, the amount that is

due; and that when the rent is due; and that when the rent is due

longer than one quarter the pew be forfeited and the pew marked

“For Rent.”

S.M.D. Clark Secy Pro Temp

Easter Monday, April 18, 1870

The regular annual meeting of the Congregation was held this

day. Proceedings opened with prayer by the Rector. The report of

the Treasurer was read and accepted. [Sec. Report] On motion, the

following persons were elected Vestrymen for the ensuing year.

F.B. Fogg F.N. Judson

Geo. S. Blackie S.M.D. Clark

W.B. Reese Chas. Mitchell

Wm. Driver J.R. Buckingham

James Simmons Theo. Cooley

D.R. Johnson

The following resolution was offered by Col. Reese &

unanimously adopted: “Resolved, that the Secretary be

instructed to notify Mr. Geo. S. Blackie that it is the unanimous
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desire of the congregation that he shall remain a member of the

Vestry of Christ Church, Nashville.”

The Rector delivered an eloquent address to the congregation,

urging the necessity of doing away with the present system of

rented pews and substituting free ones. It was resolved, (after

addresses by Messrs. G.M. Fogg, Col. Reese, Mr. Judson, and others

on the subject) that owing to the state of our finances, it is

inadvisable to adopt the free pew system at the present time.

The Parish meeting having adjourned, the newly elected Vestry

proceeded to the election of Offices, and the following were

duly elected:

F.B. Fogg, Senior Warden

Chas. Mitchell, Junior Warden

Theo. Cooley, Secretary & Treasurer

F.B. Fogg, W.B. Reese, & S.M.D. Clark were elected delegates to the

Convention to meet at Jackson, Tenn. May 11, 1870.

F.N. Judson, W.B. Reese, & J.R. Buckingham were appointed a

committee to draft resolutions of thanks to the late Treasurer

(D.R. Johnson) for his services during the past four years.

It was resolved to hold a regular monthly meeting of the Vestry

on the first Sunday of each month, immediately after evening

service.

On motion adjourned. D.R. Johnson, Secretary

Receipts & expenditures of Christ Church Nashville from

(Easter Monday) Mch. 29, 1869 to (Easter Monday) April 18, 1870.

Receipts

Pew Rents collected 3588.86

Offertory Collections( not inc. Comm. Alms) 589.37

Subscriptions 323.15
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Collection for University of the South 34.10

Borrowed from Treasurer Communion Alms 25.00

Balance on hand Mch 29/69 12.76  $4573.24

Expenditures

Paid Rector on a/c of Salary 2564.37

Paid Bishop to Nov. 1, 1869 400.00

Paid Expenses (Sexton, Gas, Fuel, & c.) 639.16

Paid Choir 512.50

Paid Repairs (Draining basement & c.) 204.80

Paid Contingent Fund to May 1, 1870 56.70

Paid J.W. Wilson & Co. on a/c 50.00

Paid University of the South (collection) 34.10

Paid Treasurer Communion Alms 69.92

Balance on hand this day 41.89   $4573.24

D.R. Johnson, Treasurer

April 18th, 1870

Indebtedness

Rector to May 1, 1870 326.65

Rector ro July 1, 1870 416.66 743.31

Bishop to May 1, 1870 275.00

Bishop to July 1, 1870 91.66 366.66

Choir to April 1, 1870 50.00

Choir to July 1, 1870 112.50 162.50

Gas to July 1, 1870 about 20.00 20.00

Sexton 50.00 50.00

Fuel 10.00 10.00

Contingent Fund 7.32 7.32

J.W. Wilson & Co. about 120.00 120.00

McClure, Buck & Co. 25.50 25.50

John Hannon, bal. on repairs 10.37 10.37

Insurance 75.00 75.00

Sunday items, about 40.00 40.00

Communion Alms Fund 17.88 17.88
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1648.54

Less Pew Rents due to July 1/70 583.65

Less Offertory about 100.00 683.66

$964.89

Add Pew Rents Com. for Coll. 35.11

$1000.00

Monday May 2nd 1870

At 6 o’clock P.M. a meeting of the vestry was held in the body of

the church. Present the Rector Messrs. Fogg, Reese, Simmons,

Judson,  Mitchell, Buckingham, & Clark. The following

resolution was offered by Col. Reese.

Resolved that the vestry apply to each member of the

congregation to subscribe what each is willing to give toward

the Bishop’s Salary for the ensuing year, that the money be

given to the delegates to take to the convention & there be paid

to the Diocesan Treasurer and that said delegates be instructed

to insist that the assessment for the parish be only that amt.

Each vestryman agreeing to present the matter to a certain

member of the congregation thereby ensuring the concurrence of

all, the meeting adjourned to convene at 6 p.m.  Saturday the 7th

inst.

S.M.D. Clark

Secy Pro Tem.

At 6 o’clock P.M. the Vestry met Mr. Fogg, Dr. Blackie, Mitchell,

Johnson, Buckingham, Judson, Simmons, & Clark present and paid

in the amt collected. It fell short of what was expected and it

was decided simply to pay the dues to the Bishop and instruct

the delegates to the convention to endeavor to have our

assessment  reduced.
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Vestry adjourned to meet the first Wednesday of next month. Mr.

Clark consented to act as Secy & Tr. The rent for collecting

being given to the Sunday school May 7, 1870.

S.M.D. Clark

Nov. 29, 1870

The Vestry was requested a few Sunday [illeg.] with the

congregation and discuss the advisability of the free pew

system. They remained but as the Rector was not present & could

not be found Col. Reese moved that the matter be indefinitely

postponed. On the 28th the Rector again asked the Vestry to meet

and take the matter into consideration.  They did so, and

decided it was not advisable and the Rector was notified of

their opinion. Sunday night he requested the Vestry to meet

Monday afternoon. All were present but Messrs. Driver & Clark

they not knowing anything of the call. The Vestry adjourned to

meet on Tuesday afternoon at 4 o’clock. They met & the Secy read

the following communication which he received Monday.

Gentlemen,

Compelled by most carefully matured convictions of duty. I

now, with a sadness which can not be expressed, resign the

charge of the rectorship of Christ Church, resignation to take

effect on the first day of Jany 7.

With the best wishes for yourselves individually and for

the prosperity of the Parish I am gentlemen very respectfully

Very Truly

Your friend and servant in Christ

Wm. Ellis

Nashville

Nov. 28th 1870
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The following was recd from Mr. William Driver.

Gentlemen of the Vestry Christ Church

I am unable to be with you this evening but earnestly beseech

you retain Mr. Ellis even at the sacrifice of pew comfort and

individuality.

Respectfully yours in Love, Fellowship

William Driver

There were present Messrs. Fogg, Mitchell, Blackie, Reese,

Simmons, Johnson, Cooley, Buckingham, and Clark. A letter from

the Messrs. [illeg.] enclosing a list of names of members of the

congregation who promised certain sums if the free pew system

was resolved was recd. and read.

The question of free pews had been so often discussed little was

left to be said on the question & while there was no desire to

part with our rector there seemed no other alternative. It was

moved and seconded & carried that we accept the resignation of

W.J. Ellis our present rector said resignation to take effect on

the first of Jany 1871 as requested.

On motion Dr. Blackie, Simmons, & Clark were appointed a

committee to draw up resolutions [illeg.] to the occasion the

secy was instructed to notify Rev. Mr. Ellis of the action of the

Vestry.

The following is the letter with resolutions.

Nashville Tenn.

To the Revd. W.J. Ellis

Rector of Christ Church

It is with feelings of bitter grief that we fulfill the

injunction of our colleagues, the Wardens, & Vestry of Christ
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Church and enclose to you the official acceptance of  your

resignation as Rector of the Parish with a copy of the

resolutions adopted on the occasion.

In severing our official connection we desire to state that we

regard you with no ordinary feelings of affection and

veneration and freely express our belief that our parish will

never again be fortunate enough to secure the services of a

Rector as able, intelligent, faithful, and conscientious as

yourself. We deeply deplore the necessity which has caused our

separation.

Whenever you may go, be assured the heartfelt prayers and

affectionate sympathies of your late Vestry and friends will go

with you, and let us hope that you will soon find a field of

extended usefulness where your own happiness and peace of mind

may be secured and your noble intellect and warm heart do good

to your fellow men.

We are, reverend and very dear sir, faithfully, affectionately, &

respectfully yours,

Signed Geo. S. Blackie

Jas. Simmons

S.M.D. Clark

Resolutions & c.

Nashville Tenn. Nov. 29 70

At a special meeting of the Wardens and Vestry of Christ Church

held this day, the Revd. W.J. Ellis, Rector of the Parish tendered

his written resignation of his change, assigning as his reason

that he deemed it his duty to sever his connection with the

parish considering the difference of views existing between

him and the Vestry with regard to the financial working of the

Church after considerable debate and the expression of the

deepest regret of each individual, member of the Vestry, at thus
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dissolving the connection which had so long existed between

them and their Rector, the resignation was unanimously

accepted and Messrs. Blackie, Simmons, and Clark were appointed

a Committee to report resolutions expressive of the sense of the

Vestry and also to forward a letter accompanying  the same to

the Revd. Mr. Ellis.

Whereupon they reported the following which were adopted –

Whereas The Wardens and Vestry of Christ Church have received

the resignation of the Reverend W.J. Ellis as Rector of the

Parish, and whereas he has stated that this step has become his

duty in consequence of the inability of the Vestry to [illeg.]

with him in his views respecting the management of the temporal

affairs of the church; and, whereas said resignation has been

accepted be it Resolved that we part with our present pastor, the

Revd. Wm. J. Ellis with feelings of poignant sorrow, that each

and all of us view the severance of our association in this

branch of Christ Church as a personal affliction, since we have

regarded him throughout all our connections as being a man

prompted by the purest and most unselfish motives whose

conduct was guided by the severest landmarks of pure morality

and genuine Christianity, and whose whole life has been

devoted to the preaching of the soundest doctrines of

uprightness, honesty, and brotherly love, the principles of

nobleness of heart and purpose, and the unvarnished truths of

revelation as set forth in the Holy Scripture. To each of us he

has been a personal friend and he has soon the admiration and

love of all the congregation.

Resolved, that in parting with our rector, we express and

consider that during his stay among us, his outspoken

denunciation of folly and his earnestly sound advocacy of what

is good and true have brought many souls to the Saviour’s feet,

have administered comfort and consolation to many a sufferer

and [illeg.] the downward steps of many whom the world, the

flesh, and the devil were dragging down the broad road to
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destruction. Resolved that our best wishes and sincerest

prayers for his future happiness and usefulness go with him

Wherever he may go and that our sympathies are extended to his

wife and children in this time of uncertainty and trouble. A

true copy from the Vestry of Christ Church Nashville Tenn.

signed S.M.D. Clark Secy.

It was deemed advisable to make inquiries among the

congregation to try and learn if there was any desire to call

any [illeg.] clergyman. The vestry adjourned to meet on Sunday

next after morning service.

S.M.D. Clark Secy.

Dec. 4th 1870

The Vestry convened after morning service. MEssrs. Fogg,

Mitchell, Simmons, Blackie, Reese, Buckingham, & Clark present.

After discussing matters it was thought unadvisable to call

anyone at present. Adjourned to meet next Sunday.

S.M.D. Clark Secy.

Dec. 11th 1870

Vestry met after morning service. Messrs. Mitchell, Blackie,

Reese, Simmons, Buckingham, and Clark present. Col. Reese moved

& it was seconded that in as much as some eighteen months ago a

correspondence had been opened with Revd. William Graham

relative to the relationship of the parish that the [illeg.]

called.

Mr. Buckingham moved to amend by postponing the call till next

week, and that we try and ascertain whether Mr. Graham would be

acceptable to the congregation. Carried – The secy was

instructed to notify the Bishop of the resignation of the Revd.

W.J. Ellis.
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The following was the communication.

Nashville, Tenn Dec. 13 70

Right Revd. C.T. Quintard

Bishop Diocese Tenn.

Memphis Tenn.

Dear Sir

I hereby officially announce to you that the Revd. W.J.

Ellis has resigned his charge of the parish of Christ CHurch

Nashville Tenn. and that his resignation has been accepted by

the Vestry of said church.

Yours Respcty

S.M.D. Clark Secy

The vestry adjourned to meet on Sunday next.

S.M.D. Clark Secy

December 18 1870

Vestry met after service. Present Messrs. Fogg, Cooly, Johnson,

Buckingham, Simmonds, Reece, and Clark. Revd. Mr. Ellis made a

few remarks explaining his position what had induced him to

take the stand he had, his prospects, and deemed that the matter

might rest as it was till Easter. He then withdrew. The

following was recd. from Dr. Blackie.

I think the best way to end the church troubles is to call Mr.

Graham as Rector at once.

Dec. 18 1870 sigd. Geo. S. Blackie.

Mr. Buckingham called up the motion which was postponed last

Sunday. Mr. Cooley remarked he was in favor of the free pew

system & would like to see it in operation but that he was with
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the Vestry. Messr. Barry wrote a note to the Vestry enclosing one

from Mrs. Frazer and also quite a list of names promising to

give certain amts if the Vestry would yield the point and retain

Mr. Ellis.

The question of calling Mr. Graham was put and carried. The secy

was instructed to write to Revd. Wm. Graham calling him to the

Rectorship stating the salary & how it was raised and also to

notify the Revd. Mr. Ellis of the action of the Vestry – The

following was sent to Revd. Mr. Graham.

Nashville Tenn. Dec. 18th 1870

Revd. Mr. Graham

Memorial Church

Baltimore Md.

Dear Sir,

Our late Rector Revd. W.J. Ellis having resigned his charge of

the parish of Christ Church Nashville Tenn. and the same having

been accepted by the Vestry of said Church. We, the Vestry do

hereby tender you a call to the rectorship of said parish.

Salary twenty-five hundred dollars raised by the pew systems

said call to take effect the first of Jany 1871.

Hoping to hear from you at an early date. I am respectfully yours

“signed” S.M.D. Clark Secy

The following was sent to Rev. Mr. Ellis

Nashville, Tenn. Dec 18/70

Revd. Mr. J. Ellis

Rector Christ Church

Dear Sir,
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I am instructed to say to you that the Vestry have called the

Revd. Wm. Graham of Baltimore Md. to fill the vacancy caused by

your resignation. In accordance with the canon the Bishop was

advised last week of your resignation. You cannot therefore but

see that much as we regret to part with you matters have

progressed so far it is impossible at this late hour to

reconsider our decision.

Yours respectfully,

Sgd. S.M.D. Clark Secy

The Treasurer was instructed to make every effort to collect

funds sufficient to pay the amt due the Revd. W.J. Ellis. On

motion the Vestry adjourned.

S.M.D. Clark Secy

Friday afternoon Dec. 30 1870

At a called meeting of the Vestry held at Mr. F.B. Fogg’s

residence, MEssrs. Fogg, Mitchell, Simmons, Reese, Buckingham,

and Clark were present. Messrs. Jno. Kirkman and M. Foggg were

present by request. The object of the meeting was to take into

consideration the reply received from Revd. William Graham of

Memorial Church Baltimore Md.

Balt. Md.

94th Division St.

22nd Dec 1870

To the Vestry of

Christ Church

Nashville Tenn.

Gentlemen,
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I beg to acknowledge receipt of your communication of the 18th

inst. Tendering me a call to the Rectorship of Christ Church

Nashville.

Allow me to say that I retain a most favorable impression of a

visit I paid your parish some eighteen months ago or more, that

I was much pleased with the intelligence and refinement of

those whom I then met, and from what I know of your parish

personally, as well as from the good report of others, I believe

that it presents a noble [illeg.] for mankind usefulness.

Under these circumstances I am inclined to take your call into

my favorable consideration, especially in the event of your

making your parish equal in point of involvement to the one I

am in. I am at present in the receipt of a salary of three

thousand dollars a year with the early prospect of a parsonage

and if you could hold out anything like a similar inducement

the probability is I would accept your call and come and labor

among you.

Please let me know at your earliest convenience whether any

such arrangement can be made.

I am, gentlemen,

Most sincerely yours,

Signed William Graham.

Rector of Memorial Church

Baltimore

Mr. Kirkman did not think it advisable to increase our

expenditures when our present expenses exceeded our present

income by some seven hundred dollars.

To the best we could – The pros and cons were reviewed when

Messrs. Fogg & Kirkman withdrew. The Vestry feeling the

necessity of having an able and a good man and unwilling to

experiment thought it best to use more strenuous efforts to

raise the amt and to call Mr. Graham.
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It was put to vote and it was decided unanimously. The secy was

directed to inform Mr. Graham of the action of the Vestry. The

following is the letter.

Nashville Dec 30 1870

Revd Wm. Graham

Dear Sir,

Yours of the 22nd has been duly received & the Vestry of Christ

Church have had the same under consideration. I am instructed

to reply. The Vestry of Christ Church Nash. Tenn. bind

themselves to pay you a salary of three thousand dolls. Per

annum. While they would most willingly hold out to you the

prospect of a parsonage they [illeg.] such would be it expedient

to do so as their means will be boxed to the utmost to raise the

stipulated salary. Hoping we may receive an early reply and if

favorable, that you may come among us as soon as possible that

our parish may not suffer for want of a pastor.

I am,

Dear Sir,

Yrs. Respcty

Signed S.M.D. Clark Secy

Adjourned

S.M.D. Clark
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