
 
 

Christ Church Cathedral Vestry Meeting Minutes 
December 17, 2012 

Nashville, TN 
 
 
Vestry Members Present: 

 
Steve Lasley (Senior Warden), Scott Viebranz (Junior Warden), Denise Bentley, Lawrence Blank-
Cook, John Bridges, Kristine LaLonde, Jo Dee Prichard, Susie Ries, Sandy Sanders, Dan Schafer, 
Susan Hudson and Tyler Yarbro. 
 
Vestry Member Absent: 
 
Paul Myers 
 
Clergy Members Present: 

 
The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough, Dean and Rector and the Rev. Joshua Caler, Curate. 
 
Evening Prayer 

 
Brief Evening Prayer was led by John Bridges. 
 
Approval of Minutes from November 26, 2012 Meeting 

 
Minutes from the November 26, 2012 meeting were approved. 
  
Finance Committee Update 
 
The December 2012 Finance Committee report and financial schedules were accepted. 
 
General Fund Summary as of November, 2012:   
 

YTD Income = $9,005 favorable variance 
YTD Expenses = $92,843 favorable variance 

             YTD Total = $101,848 positive budget variance 
 
Stewardship Committee Report 
 
A Stewardship financial report was distributed.  Dean Kimbrough indicated that pledges 
received thus far are ahead of those received at this point last year.  There are continuing efforts 
to contact those who pledged last year but haven’t pledged thus far this year.   
 
Members of the Vestry agreed that Sam Bessey and the Stewardship Committee should be 
commended for their good work (“a joyous and productive exercise”) and asked the Dean to 
communicate this on their behalf. 
 
2013 Budget Proposal 
 
A provisional budget which had been agreed upon in concept by the Finance Committee was 
presented by the Dean and Mark McQueen.  After considerable discussion, the provisional 
budget was approved, subject to finalization by a “Balance the Budget Committee” to be 
appointed by the Vestry, with the strong recommendation that a pay increase of two percent 
for employees be included, if possible. 
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Report from the ad hoc Committee on Parish Administration 
 
Tyler Yarbro provided an update on the efforts of the ad hoc Committee on Parish 
Administration.  The Committee recently prepared a timeline of key actions and dates for its 
work in the coming months.  Preparations are also underway for a presentation at the Annual 
Parish Meeting. 
 
Ad hoc Committee on the Endowment 
 
John Bridges reported that a sub-committee had recently met with Ernie Petry from the 
Consortium of Endowed Episcopal Parishes to review and discuss endowment  “best practices” 
in place at other parishes throughout the country. 
 
Vestry Nominating Committee Update 
 
Sandy Sanders and John Bridges reported that the Nominating Committee has agreed upon 
candidates to stand for the 2016 Vestry class. They include:  Don Dawson, Chris Hansen, Scott 
Hoffman, Donald McKenzie, Marian Ott, Anna Noser, Pete Stringer, Chuck Sullivan, John 
Wellborn and Ken Sheesley. 
 
In the coming weeks, the Committee will communicate candidate information to members of 
the Parish and oversee the Vestry election process. 
 
Clergy Housing Allowance Resolution 
 
The Vestry approved the following resolution: 
 

‘The Rev. Timothy E .Kimbrough.  Resolved, that during the calendar year 2013 33% of 
the Rev. Timothy E. Kimbrough’s cash compensation is designated for his housing 
exclusion.  Additionally, $2,500 is designated from his total cash compensation for his 
Medical Reimbursement plan.  These monies shall be disbursed under an Accountable 
Plan as described by the IRS.  Requests for reimbursement shall be accompanied by a 
receipt and made within 60 days of incurring the expense.  Any funds remaining in these 
accounts at year’s end shall revert to the General Fund. 

 
The Rev. Canon Gene Manning.  Resolved that during the calendar year 2013 55% of the 
Rev. Gene Manning’s cash compensation is designated for her housing exclusion.  No 
other designations have been requested by the Rev. Canon Manning. 

 
The Rev. Joshua Caler.  Resolved, that during the calendar year 2013 40% of the Rev. 
Joshua Caler’s cash compensation is designated for his housing exclusion.  No other 
designations have been requested by the Reverend Mr. Caler.’ 

 
Appointment of the ad hoc “Balance the Budget Committee” 
 
The Vestry approved the following resolution: 
 

‘Resolved, that the Vestry of Christ Church Cathedral, acting at its December 2012 
regularly scheduled meeting, appoint an ad hoc Committee to Balance the Budget for 
the 2013 General Fund budget, taking into consideration the recommendation of the 
Finance Committee, received and promised pledges as of January 6, 2013, and the year-
end positive variance (if it may be) of the General Fund 2012.  Members of the 
committee shall include:  the 2012 Vestry officers (Dean, Wardens, and Clerk), the 
Treasurer, Mark McQueen (ex officio), and Marie Stringer. 
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The budget adopted by the ad hoc Committee to Balance the Budget shall be the 2013 
General Fund Budget.’ 

 
Vestry Nominating Procedures 
 
Dean Kimbrough led a discussion of the process for election of Vestry officers which will occur at 
the January Vestry meeting.  He also presented the following proposed amendment to vestry 
nominating procedures for review prior to the January meeting: 
 

[to be inserted in the Vestry Nominating Procedures after the final paragraph] 
 

“The Senior Warden shall be elected after nomination by the wardens and Dean.  The 
chair will always entertain nominations from the floor. 

 
The Junior Warden shall be elected after nomination by the wardens and Dean.  The 
chair will always entertain nominations from the floor.” 

 
It was agreed that this or a similar amendment would be considered at the January meeting. 
 
Vestry Retreat 
 
The Vestry Retreat is scheduled for February 15th and 16th at Dubose. The retreat will begin 
Friday evening and last through late afternoon on Saturday.  Further details will be forwarded at 
a later date. 
 
There being no further business to address, the meeting adjourned at 6:50 for a Christmas meal 
in the Parish Hall. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott Hoffman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


