
Christ Church Cathedral Vestry Meeting Minutes 
October 28, 2013 

Nashville, TN 
 

Vestry Members Present 
 
Scott Viebranz (Senior Warden), Tyler Yarbro (Junior Warden), Denise Bentley, Chris 
Hansen, Scott Hoffman, Susan Hudson, Kristine Lalonde, Paul Myers, Marian Ott, Jo Dee 
Prichard, Dan Schafer, Pete Stringer and Ann Walker-King. 
 
Vestry Members Absent 
 
Lawrence Blank-Cook and Anna Grimes-Noser. 
 
Meditation 
 
Tyler Yarbro gave the meditation. 
 
Clergy Members Present 
 
The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough, Dean, the Rev Canon Gene Manning, Sub Dean and 
the Rev. Joshua Caler, Curate. 
 
Approval of Minutes from September 23, 2013 Vestry Meeting 
 
The minutes of the September 23, 2013 Vestry meeting were approved. 
 
Finance Committee Report 
 
Treasurer Ed Burgess reviewed the Finance Committee report and accompanying 
financial statements.  The report and financial statements were received and approved. 
 
He expressed a concern regarding the practice of deficit spending by the Cathedral in 
recent years. In his view, this practice is unsustainable in the long term and an effort 
needs to be made to work within a “balanced budget” as soon as administratively 
practical.  He expressed hope that the 2014 budget will be less reliant on deficit 
budgeting than in the past.  He also expressed optimism regarding the utilization of  
“zero based budgeting” starting in 2015.  
 
Key Financial Metrics 
 
  YTD Income:  $23,275 favorable variance   
  YTD Expenses:  $ 14,741 positive variance  
  YTD Total v. Budget: $38,016 positive variance 



 
Approval of Expenditure for Advent Wreath Stand 
 
The Vestry approved a recommendation from the Finance Committee for the 
expenditure of up to $2,000 from the Memorial Fund for a new Advent wreath stand.   
 
Endowment  
 
Following discussion at the September meeting, the Vestry approved a draft Gift 
Acceptance Policy prepared by the Endowment Committee (included as an appendix to 
the minutes). 
 
The Endowment Committee is in the process of finalizing various elements of its work 
and intends to present its findings and recommendations at the November meeting. 
 
Stewardship Update 
 
Dean Kimbrough provided an update on stewardship efforts. The number and amount 
of pledges received thus far are ahead of the same point last year. 
 
Ad hoc Committee on Parish Infrastructure 
  
Tyler Yarbro provided an update on the efforts of the ad hoc Committee on Parish 
Infrastructure.  The conceptual timeline for implementation was presented. 
 
The Committee has scheduled meetings with members of the Cathedral staff and 
existing committee chairs to review its proposal in the next two weeks. The Vestry gave 
its approval for the Committee to proceed in refining a list of candidates for Commission 
chairperson positions with the intent of presenting recommendations to the Vestry at 
its November meeting. 
 
Ad hoc Advisory Committee on Youth Minister Hire 
 
Jo Dee Prichard gave a report on the efforts of the ad hoc Advisory Committee on Youth 
Minister Hire.  Candidates have been carefully screened and final candidates have been 
presented to the Dean for consideration.  There is a general feeling that both of the 
candidates presented are well qualified and would make an excellent contribution. 
 
 
Discussion of Weapons Free Proposal 
 
The group discussed a proposed declaration and resolutions prepared by the wardens 
and dean relating to providing a weapon-free campus. Both resolutions express an 
interest in maintaining a weapon-free Cathedral campus, with one also requiring the 



posting of signage at entranceways.  In conjunction with this matter, the Vestry voted 
that passage of either resolution would require the approval of at least two-thirds of 
those members present.   
 
After considerable discussion, the Vestry approved the following resolution by a vote of 
12 in favor, none opposed with one abstained: 
 
Resolved, that the Vestry of Christ Church Cathedral affirm the declaration:  A weapon-
free Christ Church Cathedral campus; and be it further  
 
Resolved, that the Declaration or effective summaries thereof, be made available in 
parish newsletters, on bulletin boards, in orders of worship, and Sunday School 
classrooms, for the purpose of teaching, discussion, the development of parish-wide 
awareness, and enactment; and be it further 
 
Resolved, that the parish clergy, the Vestry wardens, members of the laity in leadership 
positions, and parish staff be trained in the knowledge of this Declaration and its 
application to parish life; and be it further 
 
Resolved, that all members of the Christ Church Cathedral community encourage one 
another in the work and ministry of Christian non-violence that what is an obligation for 
Christians might become a transformative possibility for the whole world. 
 
Election of Christ Church delegates to the January 2014 Annual Convention of the 
Diocese of Tennessee 
 
The following delegates and alternates were elected to the 2014 Diocesan Convention: 
 
 Delegates: Scott Viebranz 
   Tyler Yarbro 
   Ed Burgess 
   Scott Hoffman 
   Sam Bessey 
   Marie Yeagle 
 
 Alternates: Catherine Clark 
   Gibson Prichard 
   Shirley Lechleiter 
   John Wellborn 
   Susie Reis 
   Ken Sheesley 
 
 
 



Nominations by the Cathedral Vestry for Diocesan Office 
 
The Vestry made the following nominations for Diocesan office: 
 

Nominated for the Standing Committee:  Catherine Clark  
 

Nominated for the Dandridge Trust Board:  Denise Bentley 
 

Nominated for the 78th General Convention:  Pete Stringer  
        Timothy Kimbrough 
 
 
2014 Vestry Election 
 
In accordance with Vestry election procedures, the following parishioners were selected 
for the Vestry Nominating Committee: 
 

Maggie Hope (Dean’s Appointment) 
Sandra Merritt (Dean’s Appointment) 
Trone Sawyer (Sr. Warden’s Appointment) 
Jo Dee Prichard (selected by lot from the Senior Class of the Vestry) 
Ann Walker-King (selected by lot from the Senior Class of the Vestry) 

 
(Ms. Merritt was subsequently elected Committee Chair at the Committee’s first 
organizational meeting). 
 
 
2014 Vestry Retreat 
 
The Dean reminded the group that the 2014 Vestry retreat will be held at Pickwick 
Landing State Park. 
 
There being no further business to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Scott Hoffman, Clerk 


