
 “A Weapon-free Christ Church Cathedral campus” 
A Vestry declaration 

 
“Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness…”1 

   
 The Dean, clergy, wardens, and Vestry of Christ Church Cathedral do herewith 
declare the Cathedral campus at 9th and Broadway as ‘weapon-free’ (inclusive of all 
worship, fellowship, administration, and education spaces). 
 In deference to Christ’s command that disciples turn the other cheek,2 consonant 
with the Cathedral’s status as partner church in the “Community of the Cross of Nails”,3 
and informed by the Cathedral’s commitment to “seek the face of Christ in every human 
being”4, we direct that no gun or other instrument of violence shall be carried by church 
members, clergy, staff or visitors on the church campus.   
 We make this declaration in accordance with resolution D007 of the 77th General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church,5 as a witness to the transformative capacity of 
Christian non-violence, and as an expression of our on-going commitment to mark this 
campus as “a temple of [God’s] presence and a house of prayer.”6  
 When the Episcopal Church consecrates a building and campus for worship and 
the work of the Church, the Bishop uses the Pastoral Staff to mark the threshold of the 
church with the sign of the cross saying, “Peace be to this house, and to all who enter 
here.”7  This peace that passes understanding8 distinguishes property consecrated for the 
use of a congregation from property dedicated to secular purposes.  
 This peace cannot ultimately secure the safety of those who gather on church 
property, neither is safety the aim of this peace.  Rather this peace hallows the doors of 
every nave as openings onto the Kingdom of heaven,9 beckoning every member and visitor 
to participate in “the Good News of God in Christ”10 at the heavenly banquet.11  Finally, 
we stand with the Psalmist and declare “our help is in the Name of the Lord” in order that 
what for the Christian is obligation might become possibility for the world.12 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 815. 
2 Matthew 5:39. 
3 http://www.crossofnails-na.org/ 
4 Christ Church Cathedral Mission Statement, 2012 Vestry. 
5 “Resolved, that the 77th General Convention requests every parish and every diocesan place of work 
to declare their establishments as Gun Free Zones.” 
6 The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 567. 
7 Ibid., p. 568. 
8 Ibid., p. 339, 830; Philippians 4:7. 
9 Te Deum as found in The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 96; Matthew 5:10. 
10 Christ Church Cathedral Mission Statement, 2012; The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 305. 
11 The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 498, 860; Luke 14:15ff, Revelation 19:11. 
12 Psalm 124:8; The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, pp. 127, 568. 



VESTRY RESOLUTION — October 29, 2013 
 
Resolved, that the Vestry of Christ Church Cathedral affirm the declaration:  A weapon-free 
Christ Church Cathedral campus; and be it further  
 
Resolved, that the Declaration or effective summaries thereof, be made available in parish 
newsletters, on bulletin boards, in orders of worship, and Sunday School classrooms, for 
the purpose of teaching, discussion, the development of parish-wide awareness, and 
enactment; and be it further 
 
Resolved, that the parish clergy, the Vestry wardens, members of the laity in leadership 
positions, and parish staff be trained in the knowledge of this Declaration and its 
application to parish life; and be it further 
 
Resolved, that all members of the Christ Church Cathedral community encourage one 
another in the work and ministry of Christian non-violence that what is an obligation for 
Christians might become a transformative possibility for the whole world. 

 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, make this a temple of your presence and a house 
of prayer.  Be always near us when we seek you in this place.  Draw 
us to you, when we come alone and when we come with others, to 
find comfort and wisdom, to be supported and strengthened, to 
rejoice and give thanks.  May it be here, Lord Christ that we are 
made one with you and with one another, so that our lives are 
sustained and sanctified for your service.13 
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 Ibid., p. 568. 


