
 
 

Christ Church Cathedral 
Final Vestry Minutes – August 26, 2014 

(Members of the Finance Committee participating) 
 
 
 

 
Vestry Members Present 

Scott Hoffman (Senior Warden), Pete Stringer (Junior Warden), Lawrence Blank-Cook, Don Dawson, 

Chris Hansen, Susan Hudson, Kristine LaLonde, Donald McKenzie, Paul Myers, Marian Ott, Dan 

Schafer, Jon Stanley, Monica Urness, and Ellen Wright. 

 

Vestry Members Absent 

Anna Grimes Noser 

 

Finance Committee Members Present 

Ed Burgess (Chair), Hal Johnson, Walker Mathews, Dale Maxfield, Trey Talley, Marie Yeagle 

 

Clergy Members Present 

The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough, Dean; The Rev. Gene Manning, Sub-Dean; and the Rev. Joshua 

Caler, Curate.  

 

Meditation provided by Susan Hudson. 

 

Adoption of June, 2014 Minutes 

Correction: Lawrence Blank-Cook was present via skype.   Motion to adopt (Stringer, McKenzie); motion 
carried. 
 
Finance Committee Report 
The report also includes the audit for 2012-13.  The audit has no recommendations for improvement.  
We will not issue an RFP for a new auditor at this time because we will begin budgeting based on the 
new Mission Structure in 2015.  Motion to approve Finance Committee Report (Stringer, LaLonde); 
motion carried. 
 
Stewardship/Canvass Update 
Vestry Officers and the Finance Committee have prepared talking points for the next canvass. In order to 
maintain the current level of operation, we will need approximately $100,000 in addition to the current 
budget.  This is about a 10% increase from most people who pledge.  Pledge cards will be pre-printed 
with this year’s pledge to be sent with the canvass materials. The Dean plans to have conversations with 
parishioners who have tended to wait until the last minute to pledge, urging them to pledge sooner.  
Plans for household gatherings in neighborhoods to discuss the need for increased pledges are also 
being developed.   
 
 
Program review as part of Mission-based budget initiative 
Mark McQueen provided a summary of the budgets for each Commission based on presentations from 
the previous four months.  The Dean provided a print-out of the notes from the January Vestry Retreat. 
Those present divided into small groups to discuss how our commitments stack up against our ideal 
church.  Groups also discussed the strengths and weaknesses of the Cathedral to determine which 
strengths to keep and nurture and which weaknesses to address immediately.   



 
The following ideas/questions emerged from group discussion: having services at non-traditional times; 
addressing the religious and worship needs of downtown Nashville; importance of Christ Church 
being/becoming one’s primary community; developing the next generation of Christians; Do we use 
Outreach money as a substitute for service?; Why is music not listed as an essential part of our worship?  

 
New Business 
Commission on Christian Formation has met three times and has proposed a revision to their charge. 
Move to accept the revision (Stringer, LaLonde); motion carried.  
 
Deacon’s Retirement Committee update and approval of budget 
Committee will meet again tomorrow.  Committee is asking for a maximum budget of $10,000.  Motion 
to approve this amount (LaLonde, Stringer); motion carried.  
 
Dean’s Report  
In coordination with the Canvass, there will be a time and talent survey sent electronically to the parish 
mid-September.  Paper copies will be available as well.  
 
Expression of gratitude to the Sub Dean, Gene Manning, for maintaining various liturgies and parish 
activities while the Dean and the Curate were away.  
 
The Rev. Andy Trenier will be with us as a visiting priest for about three weeks.  He is curate at Darby 
Cathedral in the UK.  He will participate in various pastoral activities during this time.  
 
We will have two seminarians coming from Sewanee this fall.  Molly Short and Cameron Nations will be 
with us beginning this Sunday.  
 
David Marshall from Duke will be the Fall Symposium speaker.  He is an authority on Islam.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  


