
Final 
Vestry Minutes 

November 28, 2016 
Christ Church Cathedral   

 
 
Vestry Members Present 
 
Ellen Wright (Senior Warden), Donald McKenzie (Junior Warden), David Berndt, Sam 
Bessey, Trey Caroland, Don Dawson, Tameron Hedge, David Morton, Caroline Rossini, 
Roger Moore, Monica Urness, Jon Stanley, Arnold Malcolm   
 
Clergy Members Present 
 
The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough, Dean, The Rev. Canon Gene Manning, The Rev. 
Matthew Lewis, The Rev. Roger Saterstrom 
 
Other Members Present 
 

Mark McQueen, Anna Grimes Noser, Dale Maxfield, Scott Hoffman, Scott Viebranz 
 

Opening Prayer  
 
The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough led the opening prayer. 
 
Meditation 
 
David Morton gave the meditation.  
 
Approval of October Minutes  
 
The minutes of the October meeting were approved with changes. (Bessey, Hasty). 
 
Finance Committee Report  
 
Review of committee report and approval of financial statements – Dale Maxfield 
presented the Finance Committee report. The Income and expense reports were 
approved (Hasty, Berndt); and the balance sheet approved (Bessey,Malcolm). There is a 
positive variance to budget of $58,231. This is a result of a favorable $2,308 variance in 
income being added to a $55,922 positive variance in budgeted expenses. Cash reserves 
remain just below 25 percent on a moving average basis.  
 
Dale announced that the Cathedral is in receipt of a $54,000 anonymous donation for 
the Strategic Plan. $50,000 is designated towards start-up costs for a Capital Campaign 



Feasibility Study and for strategic plan costs. The balance of $4,000 is designated for the 
Cathedral’s endowment. The donation was accepted (Bessey, Sheesley).  
 
The Cathedral is in receipt of a request from the Diocese for $266,984 for our Fair Share 
commitment. This is the first time in several years we have had an increase in the 
request. The Vestry approved the Fair Share commitment for 2017. (Bessey, Malcolm). 
 
Dale also distributed the current pledge report for review. The Dean acknowledged Trey 
Talley and Jill Meese’s good work in chairing this year’s Stewardship campaign. Pledges 
as of today are $1.485 million vs. $1.338 million last year at this time.  
 
The first draft of the 2017 budget was presented for review. The Dean reminded the 
Vestry that it is our goal to first meet a balanced budget. Our offerings and contributions 
are up and are a good sign of growth. However, due to the passing of several parish 
members, the Cathedral has about $100,000 in pledged income to make up from where 
we were last year. 
 
 
Old Business  
 
Strategic plan update – Scott Hoffman and Scott Viebranz gave an update to the Vestry. 
They will have a final draft of the report to the parish finished by Christmas. Scott H. 
gave a summary of the various costs surrounding the strategic plan process.  
Scott Viebranz distributed copies of the current draft of the final report. He asked that 
Vestry members read the report in two ways: First, as regards what’s been directly 
communicated to the Vestry over the last several months and second, as if each Vestry 
member were a parishioner that is not as familiar with the process. He requested their 
comments and suggestions, based on those two readings, as soon as possible.  
An implementation timeline, with specific first year milestones, along with financial 
implications, will be added to the final report sometime in December.    
 
Dean Kimbrough commented that there are a few parallel paths being followed 
alongside the Strategic Plan process. One is the Third Party Partnership working group, 
which is looking at proposals to develop Parking Lot C. In addition, as the campus 
implications of the Strategic Plan move forward, and prior to a feasibility study being 
conducted, there will be a need for conceptual (not architectural) drawings of the 
Cathedral and Annex building. These drawings will be facilitated by the campus 
implications working group of the Strategic Plan committee.  
 
Sound system update –an Mark McQueen provided update on the sound system. The 
audiovisual committee received several bids for review and selected Technical 
Innovation (now called Diversified) as the sound system vendor. He is engaged with 
Matt Schwartz at Diversified. The installation should take 2-3 months.  
 



  
New Business 
 
Vestry Nominating Committee report  – Donald McKenzie reported that the committee 
met on November 13. Don Dawson is head of the committee. Ophelia Paine, Rachel 
Barden and Josh Rich are also committee members. They have received suggestions for 
Vestry nominees and begun approaching those who are eligible and would consider 
being nominated. They will distill the list down to 10 nominees whose names will be 
advanced to the parish at the beginning of January, and 5 will be elected to the new 
Vestry at the Annual Parish meeting. The first Sunday for voting is January 22, when 
nominees will be introduced, and will continue on January 29, which is the Sunday for 
the Annual Parish meeting. 
The nominating and voting procedures were reviewed, including allowing voting prior to 
the Breaking Bread at 6 service on Jan. 22.  
 
General Convention Nominees – Pete Stringer was nominated and elected as the lay 
deputy to General Convention (Wright, McKenzie). The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough 
was nominated and elected as the clergy representative to the General Convention  
(Wright, Sheesley).  
 
Senior Warden’s Report – Ellen Wright thanked the Vestry for its full participation in 
pledging to the annual stewardship campaign. She reminded those Vestry members 
who hadn’t completed their Safeguarding Our Children training to do so as soon as 
possible.   
 
Dean’s Report – Dean Kimbrough acknowledged The Rev. Roger Saterstrom’s presence 
among us. Roger comes to the Vestry meeting with a proposed resolution from the 
Reconciliation Committee, which falls under the Outreach Commission.  
 
A group of individuals, including Vestry members Roger Moore and David Berndt, have 
worked on a draft resolution that is intended to find its way to the Annual Convention, 
and is first presenting it for review, discussion and action by the Vestry.  
 
Resolved, that the Vestry of Christ Church Cathedral, Nashville, TN, meeting on 
November 28, 2017, puts the attached resolution forward and moves its 
consideration for the 2017 Annual Convention of the Diocese of Tennessee. 
 
The resolution was approved with one abstention (Bessey, Rossini). 
 
Vestry Retreat –  
The Dean added that the location of the Vestry retreat will be announced shortly. Given 
the focus on the Strategic Plan, there was some discussion about holding the retreat 
locally.  
 



Gene Manning – Gene announced her retirement. She added that there’s a time to 
everything, and this is the time for her to spend with her adult children and 
grandchildren. She will retire from parish ministry. Her last Sunday at the Cathedral will 
be February 19, with her final Sunday being the celebration of the Eucharist at the 
Women’s Retreat on February 26.  
 
Her retirement announcement will be made to the Cathedral staff at mid-day 
tomorrow, followed by an email to the parish in the afternoon.  
 
There will be plans made to celebrate her retirement, which will be put in place soon.  
 
Adjourn 
 
With no further business to attend to, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Anna Grimes Noser, Clerk 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 

 

Whereas, in order to strengthen acceptance of the LGBTQ community, the 

Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee can model Christ-Like Hospitality and 

affirm Galatians 3:23-28, “There is no longer male or female, Jew or 

Greek, slave or free, but all are one in Christ”; and 

 

Whereas, hospitality encourages the building up right relationship that 

allows for the grace to share Christ’s love in ways that transform us and 

the world; and 

 

Whereas, members of the Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee can sit at the 

feet of Jesus, where we are anointed, washed and fed his Body and Blood; 

and 

 

Whereas, welcoming both friend and stranger is how Jesus led His life and 

mandated us to “Love One Another, Even as I have Loved You”; and 

 

Whereas, the welcoming of both friend and stranger embodies the 

Ministry of Reconciliation, which St. Paul also instructs us to initiate and 

practice in our daily lives; 

 



Now, therefore, it is hereby resolved that the Episcopal Diocese of 

Tennessee welcomes, invites and affirms all persons, gay and straight, in 

the life of this Diocese and The Episcopal Church. 

 


