
Christ Church Cathedral Vestry Minutes 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020 

via Zoom  

The Bishop of Tennessee has authorized virtual vestry meetings as a permissible substitute for 
in-person meetings at this time.  

Vestry Members Present  
Ken King (Senior Warden), Pete Stringer (Junior Warden), Win Bassett, Denise Bentley, John 
Bridges, Wyeth Burgess, Christina Callaway, Becca Ingle, Jill Meese, Karmine Quiggle, Brooks 
Smith, Varina Willse, and Ellen Wright 

Vestry Members Absent 
Ben Fuqua, Trone Sawyer 

Clergy Members Present  
The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough, the Rev. Matthew Lewis, the Rev. Lissa Smith, the Venerable 
Roger Saterstrom  

Others Present 
Mark McQueen, Caroline Rossini (Clerk)  
 
Opening prayer (Dean Kimbrough) 
 
Vestry Member Check-in and Sharing 

Approval of Minutes of April Vestry Meeting 
The minutes from April’s meeting were unanimously approved (Meese, Wright). 

Finance Committee Report 
Mark McQueen presented the Finance Committee Report. The Income & Expense statement, 
which was unanimously accepted (Stringer, King). He also provided an overview of the Balance 
Sheet, including a brief orientation to the accounting for PPP Funds. The Balance Sheet was 
unanimously accepted (Stringer, Burgess).  

Update on the Parishioner Database Upgrades 
Karmine Quiggle provided an update on the parish database upgrade project. A committee 
convened shortly after the Vestry retreat. Members include Gibson Prichard, Catherine Clark, 
Sandra Merritt, Karmine Quiggle, and two staff members: Ellen Coleman and Nancy Wilson. 
The goal of the project is to clean up existing data (for an accurate directory, vestry polling, 
etc.) and also to increase our use of the extensive digital capabilities of the software, Realm. 



The group is meeting weekly and working diligently in between on various tasks. The vestry will 
be a pilot group for several features this summer, with the hopes of a full rollout in the fall. 

Report on the work of the Dean and the Advisory Committee for Renewing In-person 
Sunday Worship at Christ Church Cathedral (Dean Kimbrough) 
Dean Kimbrough outlined some of the current thinking about renewing in-person Sunday 
worship at the Cathedral. (From the very beginning of the crisis, we have not suspended 
weekday worship.) At the heart of the conversation, we are discerning how to care for the other 
and care for the neighbor, how to create a space in which people can come and joyfully 
worship the Lord with confidence that every effort is being made to keep them safe and well. 

Currently the midday Eucharist is limited to two participants, but that number will increase 
soon. Liturgies will continue to be offered via online streaming for the foreseeable future. At 
the moment, the plan is to begin limited in-person Sunday worship in August, assuming things 
go well in terms of managing the virus in the wider community. Dean Kimbrough shared a few 
examples of work that is currently underway to make a renewal of in-person Sunday worship 
possible.   

The Dean then asked for feedback from the vestry about their impressions of the plan and 
timeframe as it stands now. 

Many vestry members agreed that the pace and timing of renewing in-person worship seems 
prudent and expressed an appreciation for the thoughtfulness and caution with which we are 
proceeding. Another perspective offered was that children need to continue to grow and learn 
and be together, and that our inability to gather may be affecting families with young children 
differently than it is affecting independent adults.  

Some questions were posed and discussed, including:  
• Will we encourage those at higher risk to stay home? 
• Will we have a waiver as part of the sign-up form? 
• Can we increase the spaces at midday Eucharist sooner than later? 
• How can we care for our clergy as they take on increased work in terms of offering multiple 

liturgies to accommodate more people? 
• Can we offer outdoor gatherings this summer? 
• How will the campus be used for non-worship gatherings and outside groups? 

Third Party Partnership Working Group Report 
The issue of the alleyway is at an unexpected standstill with Metro. Brooks Smith will be in 
touch with his contact tomorrow and should know more about the path forward. The final 
design for the 9th Avenue-facing exterior has been submitted to the committee and is under 
review, per the terms of the lease. There are some final details about the parking easement to 
finalize as well. 



Dean’s Report (Dean Kimbrough) 
Clergy Updates — Dean Kimbrough called upon fellow members of the clergy for their own 
updates. The Rev. Lissa Smith, the Rev. Matthew Lewis, and the Ven. Roger Saterstrom offered 
reflections on their work in the field over the last month. Lissa spoke of some creative ways the 
church has been offering pastoral care. Matthew talked about reimagining some longer term 
plans including Parish Picnic and the Feast of St. Francis. Roger talked about continuing to find 
paths forward with our various outreach efforts despite current roadblocks. 

Reconciliation House — Immediate-past Vestry member Anna Rodriguez Masi will be moving 
to Washington, D.C. in the next few days. While in Nashville, she and her husband served as 
live-in house managers for Family Reconciliation House. The board, chaired by Cathedral 
parishioner Sheri Sellmeyer, announced new house managers who will begin in June: Judith 
Clerjeune and Grant Collier. 

Associate Musician Search — After narrowing the field of applicants, two top candidates 
emerged. An offer for a position beginning in January 2021 was extended to the top 
candidate, and he accepted. 

Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
Dean Kimbrough offered a closing prayer. There being no further business to consider, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Caroline Rossini, Clerk 


