
Christ Church Cathedral Vestry Minutes  
Monday, September 28, 2020 

via Zoom 

The Bishop of Tennessee has authorized virtual vestry meetings as a permissible substitute for 
in-person meetings at this time.  

Vestry Members Present  
Ken King (Senior Warden), Pete Stringer (Junior Warden), Win Bassett, John Bridges, Wyeth 
Burgess, Christina Callaway, Ben Fuqua, Becca Ingle, Jill Meese, Karmine Quiggle, Trone 
Sawyer, Brooks Smith, Varina Willse and Ellen Wright 

Vestry Members Absent 
Denise Bentley 

Clergy Members Present  
The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough, the Rev. Matthew Lewis, the Rev. Lissa Smith, the Ven. 
Roger Saterstrom 

Others Present 
Caroline Rossini (Clerk) 

Opening Prayer 
Dean Kimbrough opened the meeting in prayer. 

Vestry Member Check-in 

Approval of July Minutes 
The minutes from July’s vestry meeting were unanimously approved (Stringer, Bridges).  

Finance Committee Report 
Pete Stringer presented the income statement, which was unanimously approved (Meese, 

Sawyer). Pete then presented the balance sheet, which was unanimously approved (Wright, 

Fuqua). Of particular note, $3 million of the capital campaign funds are now invested in CDs; 

Pete will get information on interest rates and include it as addendum to the Finance 

Committee’s report. The Payroll Protection Program funds are still outstanding on the report, as 

the Small Business Association has not yet opened the portal for forgiveness applications. 

Once the forgiveness application is submitted, the SBA has 90 days to approve. 

The church received a bequest from the estate of John Coleman for $260,000. The finance 

committee is recommending the proceeds be used to complete the 2020 outstanding pledge 

of Mr. Coleman with the remaining balance being allocated as follows: 10% to the Endowment 

fund and the remainder to the Capital Campaign. The committee’s recommendation was 



unanimously approved (Bridges, Ingle) with a spirit of gratitude and fond remembrance. 

Third Party Partnership Working Group Report 
Ellen Wright reported on behalf of the TPPWG that the ground lease was signed on September 

1. This milestone has been four years in the making: the committee was formed in October 

2016 after an initial overture from HRI in May 2016. We will own 81 parking spaces above 

ground with restricted access, that we pay for over 30 years. The final settlement netted the 

Cathedral $227,000 (not $250,000 as last month’s minutes showed, because the Cathedral paid 

title insurance and some other fees). Refer to details from last month’s minutes for other details 

of the agreement. Brooks Smith applauded Ellen’s focused and consistent leadership 

throughout the process.  

The following resolution was then suggested and unanimously approved (King, Meese). 

Whereas the Third Party Partnership Working Group (TPPWG) was established in 2016 

to explore and negotiate possible opportunities for repurposing the Cathedral’s 

Parking Lot C; 

Whereas each of the members of the TPPWG selflessly shared their gifts and expertise 

to support their common work; 

Whereas the TPPWG persevered in addressing unforeseen challenges while always 

remaining faithful to their charge and reliably pursuing the best interest of Christ 

Church Cathedral; 

Whereas on September 1, 2020, a Ground Lease was signed with HRI; and 

Whereas the fruits of this labor will be enjoyed by our parish family for generations to 

come; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Vestry of Christ Church Cathedral commends and congratulates the 

members of the Third Party Partnership Working Group — Charlie Cook III, Chris 

Dawson, Burgin Dossett, Dale Maxfield, Barry Smith, Brooks Smith, Katy Varney, and 

Ellen Wright — for their tireless, diligent, focused, and faithful work over the past four 

years, yielding the successful execution of a ground lease with HRI. 

Realm Database Update 
Karmine Quiggle provided an update on the Realm database upgrade project. The 

stewardship campaign is relying heavily on the online giving portal this year. Of the 

approximately 1,350 households in the database, about 560 have activated their profiles so far. 

Of those who have not accepted the invitation, about 190 are people who pledged last year, 

and they received follow-up phone calls. Letters are also going out in the mail to those who 

have not yet accepted the invitation. 

2021 Stewardship Campaign Update 
Dean Kimbrough provided a brief update on the stewardship campaign, which kicked-off about 

slightly earlier than normal. Approximately 140 households have made pledges so far.   



Report on Renewing In-Person Worship at the Cathedral 
This week, worship leaders will gather to be oriented to the new Sunday in-person worship 

experience, including the protocols outlined by the Renewing In-Person Worship advisory 

committee. Next week, signups will open up to the congregation for in-person Sunday 

worship. Up to 50 people (belonging to no more than 26 households) will be able to register 

for each hour of worship. 

Beginning the second Saturday in October and for several weeks thereafter, we will gather 

(weather permitting) in large green spaces across the city for 30 minutes of prayer and 

fellowship. The list of locations will be published in the announcements this week.  

Wyeth Burgess announced this Sunday’s Feast of St. Francis celebration on the lawn of 

Diocesan House.  

Discussion of Social/Racial Justice Ministry 
St. Anselm’s Partnership: Dean Kimbrough shared an update about ongoing conversations 

with St. Anselm’s. The Vestry Officers (Ken, Pete, and Caroline) and Christina Callaway, as well 

as Dean Kimbrough, have met with representatives from St. Anselm’s about the possibility of 

arranging a partnership to share a position. The current thinking is this might be something the 

Vestry could pursue with the Opportunity Fund, possibly $50,000 per year for three years. 

The floor was opened for discussion about the proposal. Several members expressed support.  

Trone Sawyer wondered about the timing, given the pandemic and its impact on both in-

person worship and financial stability. Pete Stringer wondered if our proposed contribution 

would be enough to make the position appealing to the ideal candidate, given what the 

diocese and St. Anselm’s can contribute. Varina expressed hopefulness that the congregations 

might be woven together beyond just the shared position and also expressed concern that the 

scope of the job might be too great. 

[At this point the set time for the meeting was expired, and the vestry agreed to extend the 

meeting time by 15 minutes (Sawyer, Burgess).] 

The Isaac Project, draft proposal: Attention then turned to a draft proposal for “The Isaac 

Project,” which was distributed to vestry members prior to the meeting. Comments and 

questions followed. Christina Callaway asked if an external historian has already been 

identified. Varina Willse asked for clarification about the idea of public repentance. The group 

was receptive to the idea of continuing to explore this project further and unanimously agreed 

to call a dedicated meeting in two weeks entirely devoted to this matter and the St. Anselm’s 

proposal (Bridges, Quiggle). 

Dean’s Report 



Dean Kimbrough called upon the Rev. Matthew Lewis and the Rev. Lissa Smith to share 

highlights of the past few months of ministry. Matthew noted the summer’s confirmation 

liturgies, this Sunday’s Blessing of the Animals, the Haiti school’s completion, the Pentecost 

offering’s complete distribution, a young adults gathering, and the beginning of new EFM & JiF 

classes. Lissa reported that 132 people were actively participating in the various P.O.D. 

(“Parishioners on Devices”) book studies, which launched last week. 

Dean Kimbrough mentioned a film will be released soon about Abu Ali, a confirmed member 

of our congregation and inmate on Death Row. Details of how to watch the documentary will 

be in the announcements. 

Finally, Dean Kimbrough reminded the vestry that at October’s meeting, we will need to elect 

delegates to annual convention. He also highlighted the need to determine the safest and best 

way to handle Vestry elections during the pandemic. There is a canonical provision that the 

bishop might allow a currently elected vestry to continue for 6 to 12 months & not have a 

vestry election this year. If this were to be considered, this vestry would need to have uniform 

support of the outgoing class. Alternately, we may be able to appeal to the bishop for online or 

mail-in voting.  A decision about how to proceed needs to be made in October. 

Adjournment 
Dean Kimbrough offered a blessing. There being no further business to consider, the meeting 

was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Caroline Rossini, Clerk 


