
Christ Church Cathedral Vestry Minutes  
Monday, October 26, 2020 

via Zoom 

The Bishop of Tennessee has authorized virtual vestry meetings as a permissible substitute for 
in-person meetings at this time.  

Vestry Members Present  
Ken King (Senior Warden), Pete Stringer (Junior Warden), Win Bassett, Denise Bentley, John 
Bridges, Wyeth Burgess, Christina Callaway, Ben Fuqua, Becca Ingle, Jill Meese, Karmine 
Quiggle, Trone Sawyer, Brooks Smith, and Ellen Wright 

Vestry Members Absent 
Varina Willse 

Clergy Members Present  
The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough, the Rev. Matthew Lewis, the Rev. Lissa Smith, the Ven. 
Roger Saterstrom 

Others Present 
Mark McQueen, Caroline Rossini (Clerk) 

Opening Prayer 
Dean Kimbrough opened the meeting in prayer. 

Vestry Member Check-in 

Approval of September Vestry Minutes 
The minutes from September’s vestry meeting were approved as presented (Bridges, Stringer).  
A Special Vestry Meeting was called on October 19, 2020, to discuss the proposed Isaac 
Project. A summary of that conversation was circulated prior to today’s meeting and is attached 
here as an addendum. 

Finance Committee Report 
Mark McQueen presented the financial statements. The income statement was unanimously 
approved (Stringer, Wright), as was the balance sheet (Stringer, King). Mark also reported that 
First Horizon Bank is working on the forgiveness application for the church’s PPP loan. The 
Finance Committee’s report was accepted (Stringer, Meese). 



The Cathedral received payment from HRI and had been holding additional funds from 
previous HRI extension payment for a total of $252,222. The finance committee is 
recommending the proceeds to be placed in the Capital Campaign Fund. Ellen Wright asked if 
this would be in keeping with the vestry’s stated intent to use ground lease payments for 
addressing deferred maintenance. Even when the vestry made that initial decision, it was 
understood that any plan for a new building and renovations would address (or retire) major 
portions of the necessary deferred maintenance, and so, it was agreed, this is an acceptable 
use of the funds. There was also some discussion about using a portion of the funds to honor 
Brooks Smith for the hundreds of hours spent on the project, pro bono. Brooks politely asked 
the suggestion be removed from consideration. Ultimately the recommendation of the finance 
committee was unanimously approved (Wright, Smith).   

2021 Stewardship Campaign Update 
Mark McQueen reported that the first few weeks of the stewardship campaign have been 
similar to last year’s campaign. There have been some issues with USPS mail delivery at the 
church, which Mark is working to address. 

Thanksgiving Offering 
Jill Meese reported the recommendation of the grants committee to designate this year’s 
Thanksgiving offering to Second Harvest Food Bank. This was unanimously approved (Meese, 
Ingle). 

Realm Update 
Karmine Quiggle provided an update on the database work. The current focus is on preparing 
information for vestry elections to ensure an accurate list of eligible members. Catherine Clark 
& Sandra Merritt are working on the necessary research (such as baptism and confirmation 
dates) and data entry. The next push is will be in preparation for a new directory, and the 
committee hopes this will generate more engagement. 

Annual Convention Delegates 
The upcoming 2021 Annual Convention of the Diocese of TN will be held by ZOOM in late 
January. Because of the usual circumstances of the meeting it is suggested that this year’s 
Senior and Junior wardens along with the Christ Church clergy, be joined by last year’s slate of 
representatives. The experience they will bring to the table will enhance the Christ Church 
representation. 

RESOLUTION #10.1 
Resolved, that the Christ Church Cathedral Vestry, gathered via Zoom for its regularly 



scheduled meeting, October 2020, elects the following delegates and alternate 
delegates to represent Christ Church Cathedral at the upcoming 2021 Annual 
Convention of the Diocese of TN: 

Delegates 
Ken King, Senior Warden 
Pete Stringer, Junior Warden 
Jill Meese 
Trone Sawyer 
Marie Yeagle 
Becca Ingle 

Alternate delegates 
Burgin Dossett, Walker Willse, Barker Evans, Ann Hopton, Hal Johnson, 
and Susie Ries 

Resolution #10.1 was unanimously approved (Bridges, Meese).  

2021 Vestry Election Discussion 
The risk to the safety of the parish as presented by the pandemic will require some other 
mechanism than ‘in person’ voting for the election to secure the Vestry class of 2024. Diocesan 
canons require that the Bishop and Chancellor approve all other means of voting that might 
require absentee voting. The Christ Church Vestry election procedures anticipate that a Vestry 
Nominating Committee will be comprised of 2 persons appointed by the Dean, 1 person 
appointed by the Senior Warden, and 2 person selected from the out-going class of the Vestry.  

RESOLUTION #10.2 
Resolved, that the Christ Church Cathedral Vestry, affirm the appointment of the 
following 2021 Vestry Nominating Committee, pursuant to the Vestry Election 
procedures of Christ Church: 

Arnold Malcolm, appointed by the Dean 
Caroline Rossini, appointed by the Dean 
Monica Urness, appointed by the Senior Warden 
Win Bassett, selected from the outgoing class of the Vestry by lot 
Becca Ingle, selected from the outgoing class of the Vestry by lot 

and be if further 

Resolved, that the Nominating Committee shall report a slate of nominees (two for 
every vacancy) to the Vestry by the December 2020 meeting of the Vestry; and be it 
further 

Resolved, that the Vestry officers be directed to seek permission of the Bishop and 
Chancellor to conduct the election for the Vestry class of 2024 by electronic ballot 



(email or direct website input). Ten percent of the adult, confirmed communicant 
strength would be required for a valid election. Likewise each winning nominee must 
achieve a plurality of votes. 

Resolution #10.2 was unanimously approved (Bridges, Stringer). 

2021 Budget Considerations 
Budgeting for 2021 will be a challenge given the significant financial and programmatic strains 
caused by the pandemic. Currently, the plan is to develop a “status quo” budget, rather than 
operating under the usual assumptions of year-over-year growth. No matter what, the finance 
committee will recommend a balanced budget, so things may continue to shift as 2021 
pledges come more into focus. 

Sewanee Board of Regents Statement 
A draft of a proposed resolution (would-be #10.3) was circulated prior to the meeting, for 
consideration. The resolution as proposed would, in the spirit of the proposed “Isaac Project,” 
affirm a recent statement issued by the Board of Regents at the University of the South and 
denounce a related, historic resolution of the Christ Church Cathedral vestry.  

After the proposed resolution was presented, there was a lively discussion about the potential 
merits of acting with urgency when we learn of an incident that calls us to repentance, versus 
the possible wisdom in patiently accumulating a more robust understanding of our past before 
singling out one event in particular.  

Pete Stringer made a motion to consider the resolution as presented; Trone Sawyer seconded 
the motion. 

There was a brief discussion about adding a resolve to indicate who should receive the text of 
the resolution. For instance, it would be good form to send this to the Cathedral Chapter, the 
Bishop, and the Board of Regents.  

Before any such motion could be made, however, a motion was made and seconded to 
remove the second resolve (Bridges, Callaway). Following some discussion, a subsequent 
motion was made and seconded (Stringer, Bridges) to table the discussion until the next vestry 
meeting. The motion to table the discussion passed, with one ‘no’ vote.   

The “Isaac Project” 
The proposed “Isaac Project” has been before the Vestry for the last five weeks. General 
approval for the direction suggested has been expressed. The work to finalize a charge for this 
work and its committee charge must begin. Likewise the right volunteers to populate this 



committee must be recruited and suggested to the Vestry for appointment. 

RESOLUTION #10.4  
Resolved, that the Christ Church Cathedral Vestry, affirm the broad direction of historical 
review and ministry renewal suggested by the proposed “Isaac Project”; and be it 
further 

Resolved, that by this resolution the Vestry intend to appoint a Steering Committee for 
the Isaac Project along with its specific charge no later than its December 2020 
meeting; and be it further 

Resolved, that the Vestry officers be directed to inquire after interested and skilled 
volunteers who are also parishioners for consideration of service on the steering 
committee*. 

Resolution #10.4 was unanimously approved (Meese, Wright).  

*A draft of the resolution distributed prior to the meeting included here a list of names of 
possible steering committee members; the vestry unanimously agreed the list of names should 
be removed (Ingle, Stringer). 

St. Anselm’s Partnership Report and Discussion 
Late last spring, Dean Kimbrough was approached by representatives from the Diocese of TN 
in the name of St. Anselm’s inquiring after any possible interest in sharing a clergy position with 
the congregation of St. Anselm’s, a mission church of the Diocese of TN. Conversations 
between representatives from St. Anselm’s, the Canon to the Ordinary, and the Vestry officers 
of Christ Church have produced a possible vision for shared ministry that would provide for the 
invigoration of St. Anselm’s and the opportunity for Christ Church to join in the pursuit of multi-
ethnic ministries (somehow without compromising the existing relationships with Gordon 
Memorial United Methodist Church and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church). 

RESOLUTION #10.5  
Resolved, that the Christ Church Cathedral Vestry, gathered via Zoom for its regularly 
scheduled meeting, October 2020, appoints an ad hoc committee (Wyeth Burgess, Jill 
Meese, Christina Callaway, Ken King) to explore a possible season of shared ministry 
with St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church, Nashville; and be if further 

Resolved, that this committee work to bring a formal proposal for this work to the 
December 2020 meeting of the Christ Church Vestry, outlining the scope and purpose 
of ministry, the proposed term, the proposed cost, and the means of accountability and 
maintenance of the shared ministry. 



Resolution #10.5 was unanimously approved (Stringer, Bridges).  

Ellen Wright cautioned the committee to consider how a significant financial investment in this 
project may cause other more fragile alliances to falter. There was also some discussion about 
adding another willing volunteer, but ultimately it was decided to allow the current group to 
continue in the interest of momentum and parity with St. Anselm’s. 

Dean’s Report 
Having reached the end of our meeting time, Dean Kimbrough asked the vestry to come 
prepared to consider Resolution 10.6 (distributed in advance of this meeting) for next time. 
Finally, the group agreed to begin next month’s meeting at 6:30 p.m., rather than at 5:30 p.m., 
without objection. 

Adjournment 
Dean Kimbrough offered a blessing. There being no further business to consider, the meeting 

was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Caroline Rossini, Clerk



From:  Timothy Kimbrough, Dean & Rector 
To:  Members of the Christ Church Cathedral Vestry 
Date:  October 19, 2020 
Re:  summary of conversation at the Special Vestry meeting 

Present:  Denise Bentley, John Bridges, Wyeth Burgess, Christina Callaway, Ben Fuqua, Becca 
Ingle, Ken King, Trone Sawyer, Brooks Smith, Pete Stringer, Varina Willse, Ellen Wright, 

Absent:  Win Bassett, Jill Meese, Karmine Quiggle  

Clergy present:  Timothy Kimbrough, Matthew Lewis, Roger Saterstrom, Lissa Smith, Anna 
Russell Friedman 

A special meeting of the Christ Church Cathedral Vestry was held to consider the DRAFT 
Proposal for “The Isaac Project”: Confronting our history; Facing our future (attached).  The Dean 
opened the meeting in prayer at 5:15pm using the prayer for the Feast of St. Luke (transferred).   

The draft proposal for this project was distributed to the Vestry at its September 2020 meeting.  
Earlier in the day on 10/19, Dean Kimbrough distributed the following questions to assist 
Vestry members in formulating responses to the draft proposal: 

• What would the end game (consequence) be for undertaking a   
 project like this?   
• Is there benefit for Christ Church, the Diocese, and the wider   
 community in undertaking a project like this at this time? 
• What gives you pause about the proposal as currently    
 formulated? 
• What animates you about the proposed project? 
• Is there some aspect of the project that you would be personally 

interested in helping with? 

There was general agreement among members of the Vestry present (though no votes were 
taken and not everyone spoke during the course of the meeting) that the project proposal 
suggests needful work for Christ Church Cathedral community.  The discussion that followed 
focussed on language/vocabulary, timing, any correlation with the St. Anselm’s discussions, 
participants, committee structure/appointment, other participants, posited reservations from 
members of the congregations. 

Representative comment summaries and the associated Vestry member follow below: 
 John Bridges  — there are other downtown churches with pre-Civil War who 
    might be invited to take in this work 
 Varina Willse  — asked for clarification on the meaning and use of the word 
    ‘penance’ in the context of the proposal 
  



 Ellen Wright  — asked for clarification on the association of the project proposal 
    and the conversations with St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church. 
 Trone Sawyer  — echoed Ellen’s question; expressed full support for the project 
    proposal 
   — speculated about whether some in the congregation might 
    believe it would be better just to work on future directions. 
 Christina Callaway — called for the work that needed to be done to be rooted 
    in Scripture and the description of Christ’s call to 
    discipleship. 
 Denise Bentley — asked that the motivation and mechanism for the work be “love”. 
    — asked if Fr. Rick had been notified about these conversations. 
 Ken King   — expressed his full support for the project as conceived.  He also   
    speculated about whether some in the congregation might think   
    of the project as a needlessly painful exercise in revisiting 
    ancient sins which should be left ‘unresurrected’.  He made 
    clear this was not a sentiment that he shared. 
 Pete Stringer  — expressed his full support for the project as conceived. 
 Anna Russell Friedman — expressed her full support for the project and suggested 
    that language used to describe a project charge and any 
    reporting of results be easily understood. 

After 45 minutes or so of initial conversation, Timothy offered responded to several of the 
questions — 
  • the St. Anselm’s question:  ‘happenstance’  There is no specific design to 
   how the project proposal and the St. Anselm’s conversation have come 
   before the Vestry; 
  • the “Penance” question:  in the context of the proposal, Timothy noted, 
   penance, a term from the tradition and the  BCP, 1979, refers an act of   
   thanksgiving in response to confession and forgiveness, notwithstanding   
   its use as a synonym for “Reconciliation of a Penitent”. 
  • the use of ‘plain language’.  Timothy responded that the work would 
   need to be described with the vocabulary used by those who follow 
   Jesus Christ.  The task and results would need to be distinguished from   
   the historical review and work that a pre-Civil War business corporation   
   might perform. 

homework:   
 Timothy promised to summarize the conversations from the meeting; 
 Continued consideration of the proposal would be scheduled for the October 26, 2020 
  meeting of the Vestry; 
 Vestry members were asked to remain in prayer for one another, for the congregation, 
  and for this work; 



 Vestry members interested in participating directly with this work will be solicited at   
  the next meeting of the Vestry. 
   


