
Christ Church Cathedral Vestry Minutes  
August 31, 2021 

via Zoom 
5:30 p.m. 

 

Vestry Members Present 
Denise Bentley, John Bridges, Christina Callaway, Erica Chappell, Brad Daugherty, Ben Fuqua, 
Jill Meese, Karmine Quiggle, Brooks Smith, Eran Stanley, Pete Stringer (Sr. Warden), Kelsey 
Urness, Varina Willse (Jr. Warden), Ellen Wright 

Vestry Members Absent  
Amy Woodson 

Clergy Members Present  
The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough, the Rev. Anna Russell Friedman, the Rev. Canon Matthew 
Lewis, the Rev. Canon Lissa Smith, the Rev. Richard Wineman 

Others Present  
Caroline Rossini (Clerk), Becca Walton 

Opening Prayer and Meditation 
Dean Kimbrough opened the meeting in prayer. Ellen Wright offered a mediation on the 
significance of places of worship. 

Approval of Agenda & June Vestry Meeting Minutes  
The minutes from June’s Vestry meeting were approved as presented (Bridges, Stringer). 

Finance Committee Report & Approval 
Pete Stringer presented July financial statements on behalf of the Finance Committee. The 
income & expense statement was approved (Chappell), as was the Balance Sheet (Meese). Pete 
noted that the forgiveness application for our PPP loan has been submitted and is expected to 
be processed by September. 

St. Anselm’s Partnership Update 
Christina Callaway provided an update on the St. Anselm’s partnership. Ben Fuqua joined the 
committee. Currently the committee is focused on campus evangelism. St. Anselm’s has a 
separate grant to fund campus ministry events and invited us to attend some of their meetings 
over the past few months. On Saturday, September 25, St. Anselm’s will have a food truck 
(owned by a TSU alum) outside from 11am-2pm and hopes to use the event to connect with 
more students. 

Christian Formation Commission Report  



Eran Stanley reported on Christian formation for youth & children. She expressed appreciation 
for Sunday School leaders’ flexibility this past year, with Sunday School on Zoom for 1st Grade 
and up, and with pre-recorded lessons for younger children. About 25-30 children participated 
on any given week last year, reaching around 75 children over the course of the year. Vacation 
Bible School in June engaged about 25 kids, age 3 through 3rd grade, with some 5th-6th 
grade helpers. In August, the youth formation team hosted an in-person kickoff on Diocesan 
House lawn over 4 evenings with dinner, games, compline. The event was well received by all 
ages, grades 6-12. Currently we are gearing up for in-person Sunday school. Moving forward, 
children ages 3+ will be in-person and masked. The youth group will continue to meet outside 
as weather allows once per month. Confirmation class (10th grade) is staffed and ready to go 
during the Sunday school hour.  

Brad Daugherty reported on adult formation. The Dean’s Forum is set to resume this fall, as are 
Centering Prayer and Bible studies. EFM is planning to resume with virtual and in-person 
options, and Journey in Faith will begin in October. Other pop-up classes will be offered along 
the way. Seminarian Becca Walton led a hybrid class on "Everyday Monasticism” this summer. 
There was a plan to start a class in conjunction with the 20th Anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, 
based on former Archbishop Rowan Williams’s writings about working on Wall Street at that 
time. However, this was postponed to later in the fall. There will also be seasonal offerings in 
Advent & Lent. 

Fall Worship and Program Schedule – COVID Protocol 
An updated COVID protocol & schedule was sent out two weeks ago, and some questions 
arose. Namely: if vaccinations would be required for Sunday school teachers, and if we could 
open the nursery. Over the past two weeks, schools have opened, and as of a week ago, 
3000+ MNPS students were in quarantine. The Pfizer vaccine is now approved by the FDA and 
is available to all over age 12. The Delta variant continues to surge. 

Currently, we see a need to delay our kick-off by 3 weeks to see if this spike will subside. 
Another needful change is to add Sunday school teachers to the list of lay ministers who would 
need to be vaccinated. 

The Renewal of In-Person Worship Committee believed this was a good path to pursue. Vestry 
Officers agree. Staff has had one week and two meetings to contemplate what it might mean 
for their various constituents, and they are thinking outside the box about other possibilities, 
including outside gatherings, etc., that could augment the current schedule. 

Most of the Catechists are already vaccinated. However, it has been difficult to find additional 
volunteers for the program. Some discussion followed on the question of our ability to safely 
offer childcare, including discussion of cleaning practices. Ellen Wright shared the portable 
HEPA filtration systems purchased for the Episcopal School last year. Ben Fuqua highlighted 
the need to keep health information confidential and not disclose health information (including 
vaccination status) on an individual basis. 



The Renewal of In-Person Worship Committee will meet again prior to October 3 to confirm 
the current course of action. Assuming the current surge of cases subsides, we would move in 
October to 7:30, 8:45, and 11:15 worship times, with in-person Sunday school beginning at 
10:00. There was broad support across the screen for these changes. 

Vestry Nominating Committee  
The Vestry Nominating Committee consists of five members: two members are appointed by 
the Dean, two are elected by the Vestry from the outgoing Vestry class and one is appointed 
by the Senior Warden.  The Vestry Nominating Class is charged with creating a slate of ten 
parishioners, five* of whom would be elected to the Vestry at our next annual meeting.  

From the outgoing Vestry class, Varina and Jill were selected by lot. They both confirmed they 
are willing to serve. 

* Ben Fuqua recently communicated his family’s plans to move to Knoxville this fall. He is 
willing to serve the rest of this year’s term and has entered into a prayerful conversation with 
Pete about his willingness to serve for the duration of his term. If he does not serve his full 
term, the nominee with the 6th-most votes would fill his vacancy, serving through January 
2023. 

Dean’s Report 
Isaac Project: Lawrence Blank-Cook received the baton from Win Bassett over the course of 
the summer and is now leading the Phase 1 Committee. They are hoping to finish Phase 1 by 
the end of the year. Whenever the first in-person Dean’s Forum is scheduled, it will consist of an 
update on this work. 

Haiti earthquake: The center of the recent earthquake was west of Port-au-Prince. St. Andre’s 
in Hinche (to the north) and the school in Boc Banique (to the north & east) were not directly 
effected by the earthquake. Text messages from Père Noe indicated he and his family and the 
majority of his parishioners are fine. Père Noe is organizing a mission trip to the affected area 
to provide relief, supplies & food. 

The weekly Vaccination Clinic at Christ Church will continue until at least mid-September. 
Becca Walton has been present each week and assisting. Stephen Nelson has been 
coordinating. Dr. Jay Wellons was very instrumental in getting the clinic organized. For two of 
the weeks so far, the partnership has been with Meharry, and Billy Ballard was onsite. 

Vestry name badges are available for pickup from the Vestry Officers mail slot across from 
elevators on 2nd floor. 

Adjournment 



The next meeting of the Vestry will be Monday, September 27 at 5:30 p.m. on Zoom. Dean 
Kimbrough offered a closing blessing. There being no further business to consider, the meeting 
was adjourned.


