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HOLY EUCHARIST: RITEI

A Penitential Order
OPENING ACCLAMATION

Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spiri.
Pegple And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE DECALOGUE

God spake these words, and said:

I'am the Lord thy God who brought thee out of the land of

Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have none

other gods but me.

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor the

likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or in the earth

beneath, or in the water under the earth; thou shalt not bow

down to them, nor worship them.

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Honor thy father and thy mother.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt do no murder.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not steal.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not covet.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee.



CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
The Bishop may read

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God,
who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 jobn 1:8, 9

The Bishop then says
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

‘We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in thy will,

and walk in thy ways,

to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

The Bishop stands and says
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance,
amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

TRISAGION

Holy God,

Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation:
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON - Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LorD's hand
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LorD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the LorD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LorD has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall T cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LorD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
See, the Lord Gob comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
Pegple  Thanks be to God.



PSALM 85:1-2, 8-13
Benedixisti, Domine

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lorb, *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
and blotted out all their sins.

8  Iwilllisten to what the LorD God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people

and to those who turn their hearts to him.

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12 The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON - 2 Peter 3:8-15a

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are
like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the
heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything
that is done on it will be disclosed.

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set
ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or
blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
Pegple  Thanks be to God.



THE GOSPEL LESSON - Mark 1:1-8

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 1+
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,”
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ.

THE SERMON - The Right Reverend John C. Bauerschmidt

A moment of silence and reflection follows the sermon.

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
‘We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP, p.328)
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, and to
give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to
inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those
who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Michael, Presiding Bishop; John, Bishop of Tennessee, the Cathedral clergy, and Seminarians that they may,
both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy

Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with meek
heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and

righteousness all the days of their life.

Bless the missions of this congregation in Bolivia, Iraq, and especially for all congregational partnerships, for

St. Luc (Luke), Thomassique, for St. Anselm’s, Nashville, and for Gordon Memorial United Methodist, Nashville.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every land,
especially Joe, President of the United States; Bill, the Governor of Tennessee; and Freddie, Mayor of Nashville,
that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. Open, O Lord,
the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may
honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.

God of mercy, we lay before you all who suffer in the midst of extreme violence in Israel and in Gaza and in
Ukraine. God of Peace and Justice, who changes the hardened heart and breaks the power of violence, we entrust
the people of these nations to you. Bless those who work for peace and strengthen their resolve. God of love,
protect our brothers and sisters in this time of destruction; let them know not death but life, not slavery but
freedom. Breathe love and compassion into our prayers with a desire for nothing other than peace: peace in our
hearts, and peace for all your beloved Creation.

We pray for the Cathedral Search Committee as this transition in ministry unfolds. Grant them wisdom and
skill, patience and forbearance, devotion, and a Christ-centered determination to lead the parish onward into the
heart of your will for our life together.



We give thanks for Charlotte Anne Branstetter, daughter of Anne Louise and Hunter Branstetter who will be
baptized later this morning at the 8:45 a.m. liturgy.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. We pray especially for Susan, Patti,
John, Bill, David, Lisa, Rosemary, Fr. Jacoba, Alex, Nancy, Tom, Amy, Barbara, Dan, Dale, Sandy, Bert, John,
Tony, and David, Jack, Bob, Ginny, and those we name before God.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life, especially Nancy Schueck, mother of David
Schueck and mother-in-law of Al Schyman in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the
Lord. in thy faith and fear beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us
grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant ~ The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Pegple And with thy spirit.

Tue HoLy COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY

I
=

Scan this QR code with your phone or tablet to leave your tithe and offering this morning.
You may also leave your tithe and offering in the alms basins as they are passed.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer II BCP, p. 340)

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.

Pegple And with thy spirit.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

Pegple We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
Pegple It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.

T Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



The people kneel or stand.

Then the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine
own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to
suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world;
and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious
death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” t

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all
of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins.
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which
we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again
with power and great glory. And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy
Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and
Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we
offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who
partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus
Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be
made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O
Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept
Then may be said

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in
thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But
thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat
the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him,

and he in us. Amen.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 1 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE SACRAMENT IS DISTRIBUTED

Please follow the direction of the ushers in order to receive Communion. If you wish to receive the Sacrament by intinction please
leave the Bread in your hand. The chalice bearer will dip the Bread in the Wine and return it to your hand.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and
are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

AN ADVENT BLESSING

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and may the
blessing of God Almighty—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.



CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL ANNUAL PLEDGE DRIVE 2024
The gifts of your people and ‘the work of our hands’

-BCP, p. 567

We acknowledge with gratitude those who have recorded a pledge as of December 6, 2023:

Amy and Clint Brewer Maggie and Mike Meyer
Alison Burlage Julia and John Morris
Anne Carlisle Margaret and Skip Neblett
Jennifer and Tom Johnston Libby and Ben Page
Joshua Jolly Elizabeth and Scott Peterson
Sue McDougall

PLEDGE UPDATE

As of Wednesday, December 6, a total of 338 houscholds had pledged $1,617,495 of which 137 increased their
pledge and 32 were new pledgers. Mail your pledge card today or pledge online at christcathedral.org/giving



CELEBRANT AND PREACHER
The Right Reverend John C. Bauerschmidt, Bishop of Tennessee

SACRISTAN
Bill Koch

USHER
Pickslay Cheek

Names and contact information for the Catbedral staff
may be found at christcathedral.org

CATHEDRAL VESTRY
2024 2025 2026
Erica Chappell Hal Johnson Billy Ballard
Brad Daugherty Susie Ries Christina Isbell
Eran Stanley Jay Wellons Donald McKenzie
Kelsey Urness John Whitaker (Junior Warden) David Morton
Amy Woodson Tyler Yarbro (Senior Warden) Sarah Tally

Caroline Rossini (Clerk)
Dale Maxfield (Treasurer)
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