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VOLUNTARY

HYMN

OPENING ACCLAMATION

HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II

Noel Suisse

THE WoRrD oF GoOD

Joy to the world!

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;

let us our songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love.

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE

Hark! the herald angels sing

Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;

with the angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem!

Hark! the berald angels sing glory to the newborn King!

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
Pegple And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Louis Claude Daquin
(1694-1772)

Antioch

Mendelssobn

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our
hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON - Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3

I will greatly rejoice in the LorD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord Gop will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lorp will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lorb,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
Pegple  Thanks be to God.
PSALM 147

1 Hallelujah!
How good it is to sing praises to our God! *
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12

how pleasant it is to honor him with praise!
2 The LorD rebuilds Jerusalem; *
he gathers the exiles of Israel.
3 He heals the brokenhearted *
and binds up their wounds.
4 He counts the number of the stars *
And calls them all by their names.
5 Great is our LOrRD and mighty in power; *
there is no limit to his wisdom.
6 The Loro lifts up the lowly, *

but casts the wicked to the ground.

7 Sing to the LorD with thanksgiving; *
make music to our God upon the harp.
8 He covers the heavens with clouds *
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and prepares rain for the earth;

He makes grass to grow upon the mountains *
and green plants to serve mankind.

He provides food for flocks and herds *
and for the young ravens when they cry.

He is not impressed by the might of a horse; *
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;

But the Lorp has pleasure in those who fear him, *
in those who await his gracious favor.

Worship the Lorp, O Jerusalem; *
praise your God, O Zion;

For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
he has blessed your children within you.



*

15 He has established peace on your borders;
he satisfies you with the finest wheat.

16 He sends out his command to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly.

17 He gives snow like wool; *
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
who can stand against his cold?

*

19 He sends forth his word and melts them;
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.

20 He declares his word to Jacob, *
his statutes and his judgments to Israel.

21 He has not done so to any other nation; *
to them he has not revealed his judgments.
Hallelujah!

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON - Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the
law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian.

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child
then also an heir, through God.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
Pegple  Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL LESSON - John 1:1-18

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Pegple  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.



He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of

God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of
grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks
ahead of me because he was before me.””) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
Pegple  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

READINGS FROM THE TRADITION

Reading 1 A Christmas Carol apoem by G. K. Chesterton

(1874 - 1936)
Hymn #100 vss. 2 and 3 Away in a Manger Cradle Song
Reading 2 “Nativity” a poem by John Donne

(1572-1631)
Hymn #112 In the bleak midwinter Cranham
Reading 3 “For the Time Being” by W. H. Auden

(1907 - 1973)
Hymn #96 vss. 3 and 4 Angels we have heard on high Gloria

THE NICENE CREED

‘We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

‘We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,



and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
F and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love
and reveal your glory in the world. We pray For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, Presiding Bishop of
the Episcopal Church; and John, the Bishop of Tennessee, and for all the clergy and people.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless the missions of this congregation in Bolivia, Iraq, and especially for all congregational partnerships, for St.
Andrew’s, Hinche, for St. Anselm’s, Nashville, and for Gordon Memorial United Methodist Church, Nashville.
Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America. In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we remember all
committees, commissions, and task forces of the Dioceses of Tennessee.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land; and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one
another and serve the common good.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of
others and to your honor and glory.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy



Hear our prayer.

For Mary Jane, an enslaved adult baptized at Christ Church in 1841, and for the work of the Isaac Project at
Christ Church Cathedral that a faithful narration of the history of this congregation will lead to repentance,
renewal, and a reinvigoration of ministry to the people, friends, and residents of Middle Tennessee.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one
another as he loves us.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who sufter in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray especially for Susan, Patti, Tom, Rachel, John, Tallu, Joe, Bill,
David, Becki, Lisa, Dolores, Rosemary, Lyn, Marion, Paulie, Olivia, Glenda, Matthew, George, Gail, Jimmy,
Bette, Emily, Stephen, Jim, Linda, Kathleen, Bronwyn, T7J, Katie, Susanne, and Victor.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, T especially Robbie Robinson, uncle of Russell Gallagher; and
David Buttrey, husband of Anne Buttrey, and that your will for them may be fulfilled, and we pray that we may
share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.
THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Tue HoLy COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY
E%E

[=]

Scan this QR code with your phone or tablet to leave your tithe and offering this morning.
You may also leave your tithe and offering in the alms basins as they are passed.



HYMN

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
Pegple And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

Pegple We lift them up to the Lord.

Greensleeves
What child is this

What child is this, who, laid to rest,

on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
baste, baste to bring bim laud,

the babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies he is such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.

Refrain

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, peasant, king, to own him;

the King of kings salvation brings,

let loving hearts enthrone him.

Refrain

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Pegple It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he T who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup,
to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” t

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory.

The Celebrant continues

And we ofter our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us t to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the ever-Blessed Virgin Mary all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 1 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Sacrament is distributed in one Kind from two stations inside the communion rail; and as made with low gluten bread in the
Chapel. Please follow the directions of the ushers. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Sacrament during this time of
distribution.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

Hymn St. Louis
O little town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, For Christ is born of Mary;
how still we see thee lie! and gathered all above,
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep while mortals sleep, the angels keep
the silent stars go by; their watch of wondering love.
yet in thy dark street shineth O morning stars, together
the everlasting Light; proclaim the holy birth!
the hopes and fears of all the years and praises sing to God the King,
are met in thee tonight. and peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heaven,

No ear may hear his coming,

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant ~ Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.



BLESSING

HYMN

DISMISSAL

VOLUNTARY

Good Christian friends, rejoice

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;

ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now,
Christ is born today!

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss;
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door,
and we are blest for evermore.
Christ was born for this!

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave:
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all

to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!

Choral prelude on I dulci jubilo BWV 729

In dulci jubilo

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)
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