
Sunday, April 26, 2020 
Easter III, Year A 
Christ Church Cathedral 
Nashville, TN 

Organ Voluntary Chorale prelude on Christ lag in Todesbanden Georg Böhm  
Christ lay in the bonds of death [4:43] 

[include a slide with the following lyric.  It is the text most commonly associated with this Chorale prelude] 

Christ Jesus lay in death's strong bonds, 
for our offenses given; 

but now at God's right hand he stands 
and brings us life from heaven. 

Therefore let us joyful be, 
and sing to God right thankfully 

loud songs of Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

The Holy Eucharist 
Process from the side door to the sanctuary pausing to reverence the altar individually 

Opening Acclamation  [Lissa] 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Song of Praise 

Hymn, “Jesus Christ is risen today” [2:02] 
You are invited to sing along at home. 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 
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Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

The Collect of the Day 

Lissa The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Lissa Let us pray. 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in 
the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold 
him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

1st Lesson Acts 2:14a, 36-41  [Heather Pierce, 1:16] 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let 
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord 
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the 
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for 
you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who 
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17  [Marie & Belle Yeagle, 0:00] 

1   I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

2   The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow. 

3   Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 
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10   How shall I repay the Lord * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 

11   I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

12   I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people. 

13   Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
is the death of his servants. 

14   O Lord, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 

15   I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

16   I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people, 

17   In the courts of the Lord'S house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

2nd Lesson 1 Peter 1:17-23 [Natalie Dickson, 1:24] 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to 
their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you 
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with 
perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation 
of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him 
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are set on God. 

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been 
born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 
enduring word of God. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel Lesson Luke 24:13-35   [The Reverend Joshua Caler, 3:17] 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about 
all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other 
while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose 
name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked 
them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how 
our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and 
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us 
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, 
“The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon  The Reverend Matthew Lewis 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People, Form II  [Roger Moore, 3:20] 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Michael, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, and John, Bishop of Tennessee; for this 
gathering; and for all ministers and people.    
Pray for the Church.   Silence 
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I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison, Pray 
for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 

Silence 

Members of the congregation watching the video feed may offer the prayers or the thanksgivings 

I ask your prayers for Susan, Geoffrey, Poppy, Willodean, Ted, Patti, Rachel, Al, Jennifer, Laura, 
Ed, Kathy, David, Carl, Leo, John, Rex, Doris, Ciaran & family, Sam, George, Mavis, Suzy, and 
Phyllis. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who are caring for the sick and searching for a cure.  Strengthen them 
with your Spirit, that through their work, many will be restored to health. Pray for those on the 
front lines. 

Silence 

I ask your thanksgiving for the marriage of Matthew Lewis and Katie Roth. 
I ask your thanksgiving for the marriage of Kirkland Ahern-Jones and Robert Hendrickson. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 
Pray for those who have died.† 

Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has 
been honored.  Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

Silence 

[Lissa] 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Confession of Sin 
Then Matthew says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 

Matthew and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
Lissa stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive † you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Announcements 

Solo at the Offertory  Christ the Lord is risen again!  Alleluia!  [2:35] 
sung by John Manson — tenor 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Lissa The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Lissa Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Lissa Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, Lissa proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
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to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth.  But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the 
true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed 
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
Lissa and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed †  is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
At the following words concerning the bread, Lissa is to hold it 
or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” † 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” † 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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Lissa and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
Lissa continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also † that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed by thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Lissa breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept 

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.  †  Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 

The Sacrament is distributed. 

Solo at the Distribution  Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bonds   [1:44] 
sung by Jennifer McClure — mezzo soprano 

The Postcommunion Prayer 

Let us pray. 

Lissa and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Hymn, “The day of resurrection” [1:58] 
You are invited to sing along at home. 

The day of resurrection!  Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ hath brought us over with hymns of victory. 

Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth her song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen their notes together blend, 
for Christ the Lord is risen, our joy that hath no end. 

Lissa 
The God of peace who brought from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working 
in you that which is well pleasing in his sight.  And the blessing of 
God Almighty—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit— † be upon you and remain 
with you forever.  Amen. 
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Matthew 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit, Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Closing Voluntary   Chorale prelude on Christ lag in Todesbanden  BWV 625  [2:00] 
Christ lay in the bonds of death  Johann Sebastian Bach 

Celebrant:  The Rev’d Lissa Smith 
Preacher:  The Rev’d Matthew Lewis 

gospeler:  The Rev’d Joshua Caler, 
Rector of Christ Church, Pottstown, PA 

[Father Caler served CCC as the Canon for Evangelism from 2012-2017] 
musicians:  Canon Dr. Michael Velting, John Manson, Jennifer McClure 

readers:  Natalie Dickson, Heather Pierce, Marie & Belle Yeagle 
tech:  Roger Rhoads
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