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The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the
resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised.

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for
each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself
wept at the grave of his friend. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the
nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.

—from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979
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An Order for Burial

MUSIC BEFORE THE LITURGY

O how blest are ye whose toils are ended Johannes Brahms

Prelude on Wondrous love Craig Phillips

Préambule Percy Whitlock
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;

he leadeth me beside the still waters.
Psalm 23:2

Enigma Variations Edward Elgar
-Nimrod

Orchestral Suite no. 3 in D major BWV 1068 Johann Sebastian Bach
-Air

OPENING ANTHEMS

All stand while the following anthems are said in procession

I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord.
Whoever has faith in me shall have life,
even though they die.
And everyone who has life,
and is committed  to me in faith,
shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;
and in my body I shall see God.
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,
and if we die, we die in the Lord.
So, then, whether we live or die,
we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on
are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit,
for they rest from their labors.



Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister, Maggie. We thank you for giving her to
us, her family and friends,  to know and to love as a companion in our earthly pilgrimage.  In your compassion,
console us who mourn.  Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet con�dence we may
continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Word of God

THE OLD TESTAMENT  LESSON –Isaiah 55:10-13

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the �eld shall clap their hands.

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;

and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut o�.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM  121

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved *
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The LORD himself watches over you; *
the LORD is your shade at your right hand,



6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
nor the moon by night.

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; *
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and
your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore.

HYMN Hyfrydol
Love divine, all loves excelling # 657 The Hymnal 1982

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
�x in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou are all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be alway blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

THE GOSPEL LESSON – John 20:11-18

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John †††
Glory to you, Lord. Christ.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not
know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid
him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.
But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he
had said these things to her.

The Gospel  of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



HOMILY – The Very Reverend Timothy E. Kimbrough

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He su�ered under Pontius Pilate,

was cruci�ed, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Dear Friends: It was our Lord Jesus himself who said “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I
will give you rest.” Let us pray, then, for our sister Maggie, that she may rest from her labors, and enter into the
light of God’s eternal sabbath rest. Receive, O Lord, your servant, for she returns to you.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend our sister Maggie.

Wash her in the holy font of everlasting life, and clothe her in her heavenly wedding garment.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend our sister Maggie.

May she hear your words of invitation, “Come, you blessed of my Father.”
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend our sister Maggie.

May she gaze upon you, Lord, face to face, and taste the blessedness of perfect rest.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend our sister Maggie.

May angels surround her, and saints welcome her in peace.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend our sister Maggie.

The Celebrant concludes

Almighty God, our Father in heaven, before whom live all who die in the Lord: Receive our sister Maggie into
the courts of your heavenly dwelling place. Let her heart and soul now ring out in joy to you, O Lord, the living
God, and the God of those who live.  This we ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE PEACE

THEHOLYCOMMUNION

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the
blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal
body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed †  is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
�esh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup,
to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.” †

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” †

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,



Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we o�er our sacri�ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us † to your Son in his sacri�ce, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sancti�ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the ever-Blessed Virgin Mary all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the �rstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacri�ced for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  †  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Sacrament is distributed. Please follow the directions of the ushers.  All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the
Sacrament during this time of distribution.



POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food and drink
of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Chrirst, and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly
banquet.  Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in a�iction, and a pledge of our
inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of
joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

THE COMMENDATION

The Celebrant and other ministers take their places at the body.
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth
shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

The Celebrant, facing the body, says
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Maggie. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you,
a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own �ock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms
of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.
Amen.

THE COMMITTAL

In the midst of life we are in death;
of whom may we seek for succor,
but of thee, O Lord,
who for our sins art justly displeased?
Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty,
O holy and most merciful Savior,
deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death.
Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts;
shut not thy merciful ears to our prayer;
but spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty,
O holy and merciful Savior,
thou most worthy Judge eternal.
Su�er us not, at our last hour,
through any pains of death, to fall from thee.

Then, while earth is cast upon the coffin, the Celebrant says these words
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
Almighty God our sister Maggie; and we commit her body to the ground; * earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to
dust. The Lord bless her and keep her, the Lord make his face to shine upon her and be gracious unto her, the
Lord lift up his countenance upon her and give her peace. Amen.



The Celebrant says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Lord, support us all the day long until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is
hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging and a holy
rest, and peace at the last. Amen.

Then may be said

Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord;
And let light perpetual shine upon her.

May her soul, and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

THE BLESSING

The Celebrant  dismisses the people with these words
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

MUSIC FOLLOWING THE LITURGY

Fantasia in C BWV 570 Johann Sebastian Bach

Memorial gifts may be made to the Christ Church Cathedral Music Program.
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