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Confirmina an a c t i o n  ~ r e v i o u s l v  taken  a c o m i t t e e ,  r e n r e s e n t i n ~  

"I! 
J . ove r ,  Ep iscopa l  churchmen chairman, decided unanimously t o  move 

-*- - - - -  I - -*-- - -  ---  ---- 
U 

t h e  var ioGs p a r i s h e s  z f  t h e  ciEg, meetlo& w i t h  l l r ,  Ar thur  Crown- 

t h e  s e r v i c e s  t o  C h r i s t  Church, w i t h  i t s  organ and atmosphere of  
reverence  and beauty .  Pfr. 9. Arthur  Henkel,  d i r e c t o r  of  music 
f o r  C h r i s t  church,  i s  g i v i n g  a  musical  m e d i t a t i o n  pe r iod  p re -  
ceding each  s e r v i c e ,  and i t  was b e l i e v e d  t h i s  would be a n  impor- 
t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  i n c r e a s i n c  t h e  aud iences .  

The r e c t o r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he was making no headway i n  h i s  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i th  the  Rev. T .  12. 17'. Yerxa of S t .  P a u l f s ,  O.range, 
Texas,  t o  accep t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t .  IIe s a i d ,  however, 
t h a t  he would get, a  d e f i n i t e  -commitment soon. 5e s a i d  he had 
been tu rned  down on h i s  o f f e r  t o  a  youth worker f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
educa t ion  depar tment ,  and would l i kewi se  cont  Lnue . h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  
s ecu re  a i d  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  The r e c t o r , e x p r e s s e d  deep a p p r e c i a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  Joseph Kel lcrnann,  who has  been a c t i n g  a s  h i s  
a s s i s t a n t  and who on February 15 ,  took charge of  a p a r i s h  at  
Dothan, Alabama. 

M r .  PIlll iams r e p o r t e d  on a  t r i p  t h a t  he  and D r .  P h i l i p  
Davidson, jun ior  warden, h&d made t o  A t l a n t a  a s  d e l e g a t e s  t o  a  
r e g i o n a l  meeting f o r  t h e  VJorld Council  o f  churches which i s  
r a i s i n g  a  Tlarld Recons t ruc t i on  ,Fund of  $15,000,000 ovor a  p e r i o d  
o f  t h r e e  years .  The s h a r e  o f  t h i s  d iocese  would be  $15,000 wi th  
t h e  quota  o f  C h r i s t  Church p laced  a t  $1,500. The r e c t o r  recom- 
mended, t h e  TJlorld counc i l  a s  t h e  b e s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  spend t h e  

There was some d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e  
C h r i s t  Church E a s t e r  o f f e r i n g  be  used f o r  t h e  C h r i s t  Church I 
quota ,  b u t  a  motion p r e v a i l e d  t o  l eave  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  f i nance  
c o m i t t e e .  

l,?r. ?;,re B. Lambeth, g e n e r a l  chairman f o r  t he  Diocesan 
Convention, f o r  tvhich C h r i s t  Church was h o s t ,  made an e x c e l l e n t  
r e p o r t  and was given . a  r i s i n g  v o t e  o f  thanks  f0.r h i s  u s u a l  auk- 
s t a n d i n g  work. The convention was dec l a r ed  by many t o  be one 
of t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  eve r  he ld  i n  t he  S t a t e ,  and t h e  Ves t ry  
and Council  voted t o  pay h a l f  of  t h e  d e f i c i t  of $239. 

TJX. ,sale f s  motion t b a t  t h e  C h r i s t  Church d iocesan  
apport ionment be  r a i s e d  by $500 a l s o  was approved. 

lsW. Stahlman brought  a  message o f  l ove  and b e s t  wishes 
from gishop I.:axon, who s i n c e  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  a s  d iocesan ,  ha s  
a s s u e d  charge of  two mi s s ions  i n  F l o r i d a ,  S t ,  Simon rs-on-the- 

, sound a t  F o r t  Yialton, and S t .  Andreas by-the-Sea a t  Des t in .  IJr. 
S t a h h a n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Bishop and Elrs. Xaxon were v e r y  happy 
t h e r e  and t h a t  t h e  people  of t 3 a t  a r e a .  were g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e i r  
presence.  



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
VESTRY AND COUNCIL HELD AT THE PARISH HOUSE 

MARCH 10, 1947, a t  5 pm 

Those present were a s  follows: 1 
Dudley Gale 
Harvey Pride 
Charles Moss 
Maxwell Benson 
Sam Berger , Jr . 
John Bransf ord 
F. Arthur Henkel 
W. H. Lambeth 
Charles Mitchell 
Albert Rose 
Vernon Sharp, Jr. 
James G. Stahlman 
Walter Stokes, Jr . 
John E. Thomas 

D r .  Owen Wilson 
R. B. Alexander 
Robinson F. Barker 
A. - Q. Campbell 
Owsley Cheek 
Craige DeMoss 
Guilf'ord Dudley, Jr. 
D r .  Garth Fort  
John B. Hall - 
Russell Hart 
Terry Hart 
John Krieg 
Robert McNeilly 
John Steele 
Thomas Trabue 

The meeting was called to  order by the rector. 

M r .  Pride, property custodian and treasurer,  reported tha t  
work on the roof of the church was being delayed by alouness i n  
procurement of s la te .  He announced a lso  tha t  it would be 
necessary t o  put down a~new sidewalk on the eas t  side of the 
building upon completion of the tower. 

Mr. Stokes, chairman of the finance committee, said tha t  
unless-otherwise instructed by the Vestry and Council, it would be 
h i s  policy t o  s t i c k  t o  the budget items except i n  cases of "urgent 
necessityn or  "dire emergency." - 

Speaking for  the Social  Service Committee, D r .  Owen Wilson 
- pointed to  a need f o r  soc ia l  service workers and declared 'that 

while g i f t s  were important, nothing compared with the sa t i s fac t ion  
gained by actual  work fo r  others i n  need. Thereupon M r .  W i l l i a m s  
paid a high t r ibute  t o  D r .  Wilson fo r  h i s  many years of f r e e  
service a t  St. Lukes Gommunity House and other c l i n i c s  i n  #ashvi l l  

4 

The rector  declared tha t  M r .  Yerxa could not accept the posl- ' 
t i on  as  h i s  a s s i s t an t  and t ha t  he was looking over other prospects. 
He said tha t  a t  present Be was receiving some assistance from the 
Rev. Charles Matlock, Jr., and hoped t o  haveshis services fo r  
several weeks. M r .  W i l l i a m s  reported also tha t  he was continuing 
h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  obtain a youth worker and tha t  he would receive 

1 
v i s i t s  from several  applicants. 1 

He took occasion to congratulate the University of the South 
on obtaining the services of Robert Gibson as dean of St.  Lukes 
s e w y  . 



The rec tor  then launches a discussion on whether t o  bring speakers 
from other denominations, a t  l e a s t  three out of the s ix ,  t o  take p a r t  
i n  the Lenten ser ies ,  sponsored by the Episcopal Churchmen of Nashville, 
He said  he favored the move, 

Mr. Benson took the f loor  i n  agreement and declared tha t  for 
many years the number of persons taking advantage of the nenten services 
had not been commensurate w i t h  the intense e f for t s  of the l ay  leaders 
and the generous page one publ ic i ty  i n  the Bashville Banner, M r .  
Bransford expressed similar sentiments, 

Speaking a t  length, Mr,, Stahlman declared it was a shme t o  
bring nationally known speakers here from a distance and confront 
them with audiences of 200, He told of h i s  e f fo r t s  t o  bring the 
services t o - t h e  re l igious atmosphere of Christ  Church from the 
Princess Theater, which had been characterized by some of the speakezs 
as  "the catacombs," 

\ H e  expressed the opinion t h a t  some of our own people def in i te ly  
are  "pulling backN because of the change and declared, that  before 
bringing i n  other denominations nwe mst haye more Episcopal unity.n 
He said the success of the work depends on the cooperatioh of every 
parish i n  Davidson County. I n  conclusion he urged t h a t  we wait and 
give the matter "another year of home treatment before we bring In 
o u t ~ i d e r s ,  t o  p u l l  us out of the hole," 

Similar opinions were given by M r ,  Gale and M r ,  Trabue, M r .  
Lambeth discussed the years of work and publici ty tha t  had gone in to  
the e f f o r t  and said "1 believe we've done a l l  we can wtll  we build 
a f i r e  under our fellow EpiscopalianseN 

M r ,  Rose urged a "personal se l l ing  job* a s  did H r ,  DeMoss, 
Hr, Hall said i n  other c i t i e s  where he had been, the.crowds had 
been i ~ r e a s e d  by speakers of other denominations, Mr, Barker saw 
a need fo r  outside speakers because the services were looked upon 
a s  exclusively Episcopalian, A.getting away from nEpiscopal exclu- 
sivenessw was suggested by W e  Campbell, M r ,  Alexander pointed out 
the convenience of mnny bus l i n e s  passing the chwch and the appoint- 
ment of committees t o  make personal c a l l s  urging =en t o  attend, was 
suggested by M r ,  Steele,  

"The secretary was ca l led  upon.to explain the extent  rad function 
of the Episcopal Churchmen of Nashville, He said tha t  while i ts  lead- 
e r s  were act ive on plans fo r  the Lenten se r i e s  and other occasions 
when needed, he had never seen a gathering of the e n t i r e  membership 
which i s  mde up of the lay members of the Davidson County parishes, 
Mr, Stahlman suggested t h a t  the C h r i s t  Church Men's Club sponsor 
such a gathering, 

Mr. Williams asked t h a t  when conferebea k e  necessary, the 
various committees meet w i t h  him fo r  lunch a t  Christ  Church, 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETIWG OF THE 
VESTRY AND COUNCIL HELD AT THE PARISH HOUSE 

n APRIL 14, 1947, a t  5 pm 

Those present  were a s  follows: 

D r .  Ph i l i p  Davidson 
Harvey Pride 
Charles Moss 
Maxwell Benson 
John Bransford 
Neil Cargile-  * - - * 

F. Arthur Henkel 
W e  HeqLambeth - 
Charles Mitchell  
Albert Rose 
Vernon Sharp, Jr. 
James G. Stahlman 
Walter Stokes, Jr. 
John E. Thomas 

W, Vivian Tupper 
D r ,  Owen Wilson 
R e  B e  Alexander 
Robinson F. Barker 
A. Q. Campbell 
J, Paschal1 Davis 
Craige DeMoss 
Guilf ord Dudley, - Jr. 
John B. Hall  
Russel l  Hart 
Joseph T. Howell, Jr. 
John Krieg 
Ralph E. Lewis 
Robert McNeilly 

The meeting was ca l led  to  order by the rec tor .  

M r .  Pride, t reasure r ,  announced the  Easter  co l lec t ions  t o  dat  
had amounted t o  $2,013 a s  compared with the  assessment of $1,920. 
Inasmuch a s  the goal had been exceeded he was given author i ty  t o  
pay out of the t o t a l  fund $88 f o r  the  Easter  Offering l e t t e r s .  

The Sunday School offer ing during the Lenten period, which 
included mite boxes, ca rn iva l  proceeds and other co l lec t ions ,  
amounted t o  more'than $1,000, according t o  M r .  Williams. 

Publicat ion of the canta ta ,  Hosea, by M r .  F, Arthur Henkel, 
d i r ec to r  of music, was approved on recommendation of the music 
committee of which M r .  Sharp i s  chairman. M r .  W i l l i a m s  praised 
M r .  Henkel f o r  h i s  work during the Lenten services ,  h i s  success 
with the  junior choir and the  rendering of the Easter  Cantata. 

M r .  Stokes presented the following repor t  of a meeting of 
the  f inance committee held Apri l  8: 

"The Finance Committee of Chr i s t  Church met a t  l t 3 0  pm, 1 
Apri l  8; 1947, 41 Arcade. The following were present: 

I I , 
Henry D. Jamison, Jr. 
D r .  P h i l i p  Davidson, Jr. 
Dudley Gale 
Albert Rose 
Brownlee Currey 
Walter Stokes, Jr., Chairman - 
Harvey Pride,  Ex Off ic io  
Rev. Peyton Williams, Ex Off ic io  

The following act ions  were taken by unanimous votes 



The Treasurer was instructed t o  collamunicate with P4r, Zeboam 
Patton seeking fur ther  recommendation f o r  investment of $1,500,00 
pr incipal  of the Ida BeJle Wilson Fund, with par t icu lar  reference 
t o  a f i rs t  r a t e  common stock or r e a l  e s t a t e  mortgage, 

The authorization of the following expenditures not provided 
i n  the budget, but to  be made available from budget balances accru- 
ing i n  items of repairs ,  Assistant Rector, and Director of Church 
Schools: 

Publication of the ~ a h t a t a  "Hoseaw . . . . . $ 662.00 
Purchase and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of dish 
washer.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 325.00 : 

Recommends t o  the Vestry acceptance of -  a g i f t  of '  $1,060,00 
from the Rectors Aid society to  be devoted to  the remodeling, 
subject to  approval by the Rector and the Custodian of Property, 

  here being no fur ther  business the meeting was adjourned," 

The above report  was approved, along with t h a t  of another 
mbeting of the finance committee held immediately preceding the 
Vestry and Council session. A t  tha t  time the treasurer was 
authorized t o  purchase a new f i l i n g  system f o r  the church off ice ,  
the cost  t o  be l e f t  t o  h i s  discret ion,  

Speaking fo r  the Memorial committee, M r .  Rose said a l i s t  
of sui table  g i f t s  f o r  the church was being prepared, 

M r .  Wifliams announced completion of the new tower and paid 
a t r ibu te  of grati tude to  the donor and the a rchi tec t ,  

There* followed a discussion of needed t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  women and children. M r ,  Williams said tha t  while adequate 
f a c i l i t i e s  of t h i s  nature were essent ia l ,  he f e l t  t ha t  such 
should await the completion of an over-all  plan f o r  church changes, 

The rector  declared he was s t i l l  searching f o r  an a s s i s t an t  
and a youth worker, The Rev, Charles Matlock, he said,  would 
a s s i s t  him fo r  three months, He explained tha t  no salary would 
be involved because Mr. Matlock i s  employed as  a~missionary by 
the National Council and tha t  her i s  spehding a furlough a t  Christ  
Church before reporting to  the Phil$gpines for  regular duty. 

D r ,  Davidson reported tha t  the advance i n  student work i s  
a source of gra t i f ica t ion ,  explaining tha t  the Rev, James 
S t i r l i n g ,  student chaplain, had held cornmuhion on Vanderbilt 
campus every morning during Lent, He said the growth had been 
extraordinary and quoted the chaplain as  saying that 'he  is now 
where, he expected t o  be a year from the present, The student 
work chairman gave high praise t o  the e f f o r t s  of Mr, 8 t i r l i n g ,  



Concerned with the Watkins I n s t i t u t e  Forum charge tha t  
the church i s  f a l l i n g  down on the job i t  i s  doing f o r  youth, 
M r ,  Williams announced t h a t  he had arranged f o r  a discussion 
of youth problems by the young people of Christ  Church a t  a 
parish house dinner meeting on April  21, He said also t h a t  
i t  was h i s  intent ion to  follow through with a conference fo r  - 
young people a t  the DuBose Seminary property a t  Monteagle i n  
June, This property has-been leased by the diocese fo r  a 
period of f i v e  years f o r  conferences and r e t r e a t s ,  

M r .  Matlock was presented by M r .  Williams and was given 
a hearty welcome by the Vestry and Council, 

There being no fur ther  business the meeting adjourned. 



MINUZiES OF T I E  REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
VESTRY AND COUNCIL HELD AT THE PARIS8 HOUSE 

MAY 12, 1947, a t  5 pm 

Those p ~ e s a n t  were a s  follows: 

M r ,  Charles S, Martin 
Dudley Gale 
Harvey Pride 
Charles Moss - 
Maxwell Benson 
Sam Berger, Jr, 
John Bransford 
We H e  Lambeth 
Charles Mitchell 
Albert Rose 
James G ,  Stahlman 
John E, Thomas 
We Vivian Tupper 
D r .  Owen Wilson 

R e  B. Alexander 
Robinson F, Barker 
A. Q. Campbell 
Owsley Cheek 
J, Paschal1 Davis 
Craige DeMoss 
D r ,  Garth Fort 
John Be Hall 
Russell Hart 
Terry Hart 
John Krieg 
Ralph E, Lewis 
Charles Nelson, Jr, 
John Steele 
Thomas Trabue 

The meeting was called to  order by the rec tor ,  

M r .  Dudley Gale, senior warden, opened the meeting with a 
report  on a recent session of the Bishop and Council, which l a i d  
plans fo r  the improvement of h i s t o r i c  Holy Trinity Church, The 
plans, it was said, include sa le  of a diocese-owned piece of 
property known as the Florence Crit tenten l o t ,  proceeds of 
which would be used toward acquirement of parish house f o r  
Holy Trinity,  The Bishop expects to  get one-third of the cost  
from the Bational Council, 

On motion of M r ,  Pride, the treasurer,  t he  handling of 
the Claybrooke fund, amounting t o  $15,000, was referred to  the 
finance committee, It was agreed tha t  such amount as  necess- 
ary of t h i s  fund would be used t o  pay f o r  roof repair ,  and tha t  
the fund be repaid over a period of years, The treasurer 
reported tha t  the new sidewalk on the Ninth Avenue s ide of the 
church had been finished and tha t  an audit  of the chtr ch books 
f o r  the year 1946 had been completed, 

D r ,  Wilson, speaking fo r  the social  service committee, 
said tha t  money was available f o r  improvements to  be made, It 
was announced tha t  M r ,  Qbert Rose had been elected to  represent 
the Vestry and Council on the S t ,  Luke's Board, 

A l i s t  of prospects i s  being prepared by the personal 
workerst committee, according t o  M r .  Lambeth, chairman. 

After reviewing and prdising the work of the Davidson 
County Planning Commit tee  i n  the Davidson County Expansion 
Program, M r ,  W i l l i a m s  said he had an announcement of great  
importance, namely the anonymous g i f t  of a piece of property 
f o r  the construction of a chqpel i n  Belle Meade, He ex- 
pressed h i s  grati tude,  said t h i s  step meant the rea l iza t ion  



of a dream and offered both a challenge and a g rea t  
- opportunity f o r  service  by the members of Christ Chw ch. 

He explained t h a t  the  donors had f i rs t  planned t o  v e s t  
the  property with the diocese, but  t h a t  it was l a t e r  de- 
cided to  deed i t  to the Vestry and Council of C l r  i s t  
Church. 

M r .  Lambeth, chairman of the planning committee, 
praised the g i f t  and sa id  the loca t ion  i s  i d e a l  inasmuch 
a s  it i s  i n  an area where l i v e  239 Episcopalian famil ies .  
He expressed the opinion t h a t  with the proper screening 
and landscaping, the  p lo t ,  which f r o n t s  approximately 240 
f e e t  on the  south s ide  of Harding Road near Belle Meade 
Boulevard, could be made very beaut i fu l .  He sa id  the 
committee had decided t h a t  the chapel must be on.Harding 
Road and t h a t  a survey proved t h i s  t o  be the only ava i lab le  
t r a c t .  

The formation of a new.Belle Meade Committee was 
announced, composed of John Bransford, chairman, and 
Brownlee Currey, v i ce  chairman. Other members a r e  
Dudley Gale, Robert McNailly, Harvey Pride, Albert Rose, 
Maxwell Benson and W. H. Lambeth. This group, it is 
sa id ,  had already been a t  work with Donald Southgate, 
a rch i tec t .  

M r .  Stahlman, a f t e r  expressing g r a t i f i c a t i o n  for  
g i f t ,  asked i f  the  deed speci f ied  t h a t  a chapel i s  to  be 
erected thereon. An examination of the document showed 
t h a t  it contained such a provision. Pointing out t h a t  
a l l  angles of the  proposi t ion should be explored, he r e -  
ca l l ed  t h a t  noise from the nearby r a i l road  and the 
proximity of a business block had been f a c t o r s  i n  the  
turning down of l o t s  previously considered i n  t h a t  
v i c in i ty .  

He ca l led  a t t en t ion  to  the f a c t  t h a t  a beer tavern 
i s  nearby and ra i sed  the question of possible l e g a l  
involvements . 

M r .  Williams asked the opinion of M r .  Davis, an 
at torney,  who sa id  it was h i s  be l ie f  t h a t  the tavern 
could not  be forced to  move. 

The Secretary said t h a t  while he appreciated the g i f t  
.of the property, he thought it was absurd t o  loca te  the 
proposed Belle  Meade chapel near a beer tavern, t w o  f i l l i n g  
s t a t i o n s  and a police s ta t ion .  He sa id  he had discussed 
the matter with the County Attorney, who had advised t h a t  
he had heard of beer taverns moving too c lose  to  a church, 
but  had never heard of a church v io la t ing  the dis tance  
ru l e  by moving too c lose  to  a tavern, a s  would be the 
case i n  t h i s  instance. 

M r .  Williams suggested t h a t  M r .  Gale, a s  senior  
warden, make the motion f o r  acceptance of the property; 
wkereupon, M r .  Stahlman pointed ou t  t h a t  inasmuch a s  
t i t l e  already had been vested i n  the  Vestry and Council 
without advising the members, any fu tu re  ac t ion  would be 
merely confirmatory. 



- M r ,  Gale said he considered the property ideal ly  located, 
It has great  value, he declared, and i s  a magnificent g i f t .  He 
moved tha t  the Vestry and Council accept it with grati tude,  
H i s  motion was adopted. 

M r .  Campbell and M r .  Barker engaged i n  a discussion of 
Christ Church Sunday School needs, the former urging tha t  
f u l l y  adequate f a c i l i t i e s  be insured with the erection of the 
proposed Belle Meade Chapel, 

The question was asked by M r .  Benson a s  t o  when the Belle 
Meade Committee would have the project  ready fo r  presentation 
to  the congregation. He said tihere was much t a lk  .about i t  on 
the s t r e e t ,  but tha t  few seemed t o  know anything def ini te .  

M r .  Terry Hart asked the reasons for building the Belle 
Meade chapel and M r .  Williams reviewed an a r t i c l e  he had 
wri t ten fo r  the Church Bulletin, se t t ing  out the various 
needs and purposes. 

- Again taking the f loor ,  M r ,  Campbell said he presumed 
the chapel would have the s ta tus  of - a  mission of Christ 
Church-and tha t  i n  time would become another parish. - 

M r .  Williams agreed, and pointed out tha t  an a s s i s t an t  
rector  would be i n  charge, H e  said the chapel would be mainly 
f o r  Sunday School and yo- people's ac t iv i t i e s ,  but i n  answer 
t o  another question said tha t  11 o'clock s e ~ v i c e s  would be held, 

M r ,  DgMoas suggested tha t  i n  the future,  when the Vestry 
and Council i s  to receive a piece of property, the qhmbors be 
so advised, i f  possible, before the transaction i s  completed, 

M r .  Williams agreed and said tha t  such would have been 
the case in t h i s  instance except f o r  the f a c t  or iginal  plans 
called f o r  deeding the l o t  t o  the diocese, 

M r .  Benson, a s  chairman of the testimonial committee, was 
instructed to  arrange a dinner t o  honor D r .  Owen Wilson fo r  h i s  
half century of Christian service to  the Christ Chmch parish. 

The dinner i s  to  be held a t  the Belle Meade Country Club 
on Thursday, June 12, a t  6:30 p.m. 

There being no fur ther  b 

Secretary 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF T F  VESTRY, HELD AT 

CHRISTqCHURCH, JUNE 9, 1947 

Those present were a s  foll9ws: 

Harvey Pride 
Charles Moss 
Maxwell Benson 
Sam Berger, Jr. 
John Bransford 
W. H. Lambeth 
Charles Mitchell  

I 

Walter Robinson 
Albert Rose 
Vernon Sharp, Jr. 
James G. Stahlman 
Walter Stokes, Jr. 
John E. Thomas 
W. Vivian Tupper 
D r .  Owen Wilson 

The meeting was ca l led  t o  order by the rec tor .  

M r .  John Bransford, chairman of the  Belle Meade 
Chapel Committee, made a repor t  on the  progress of the 
p ro jec t ,  and recommended the purchase of 25 f e e t  on the 
e a s t  s i de  of the ch%pel l o t  from the Lion O i l  Company 
f o r  $1,500. 

It was pointed out  by ~ o n a l d  southgate,  a r c h i t e c t ,  
who has been generougly cooperating with the  chapel 
committee, t h a t  t h i s  s t r i p  would be necessary fo r  a road- 
way leading t o  parking space, which it i s  hoped may be 
secured i n  the  r ea r  of the  church. 

M r .  S tahlman reminded t h a t  the congregation ,of Christ 
Church should be consulted before being committed to  a long 
term obligat ion,  and reca l led  t h a t  two years previously, 
wl-ien purchase of the ad joining parking l o t  on Ninth Avenue 
was under discussion,  the re  was considerable sentiment f o r  
cen t ra l i z ing  a l l  church a c t i v i t i e s  a t  the  uptown s i t e .  He 
again ca l l ed  a t t en t ion  to  the nearness of the beer tavern 
t o  the chapel l o t  and the noise from the  nearby ra i l road .  

Bishop Dandrtdge sa id  he was 100 per cent  fo r  the idea  
of presenting the matter t o  the  church members, and sa id  he 
had considered the loca t ion  i d e a l  except f o r  the r a i l road  
and the tavern. He sa id  there  seemed t o  be excel lent  grounds 
f o r  purchasing the addi t ional  footage. 

M r .  Williams sa id  t h a t  i n  the  pas t  two years he had 
made r a the r  complete surveys a s  t o  sentiment concerning the 
chapel and had discovered t h a t  opposition had dwindled 
p rac t i ca l ly  t o  the  point of n e g l 9 i l i t y .  He pointed out a l so  
t h a t  no one would be forced in to  anything and t h a t  those who 
did not  wish to  take p a r t  i n  the chapel p ro jec t  could 
continue t o  confine t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  Christ Church. 

M r .  Walter Sfiokes sa id  he was not worried about the 
beer tavern and r ec i t ed  the passenger schedule of the NC & S t .  L. 
Memphis t r a i n s ,  which he sa id  would not coincide with worship 
periods. Others ca l led  a t t en t ion  to  the  frequent  passage of 
f r e i g h t  t r a in s .  



It was on motion of M r .  Stokes t h a t  the ves t ry  voted 
t o  address a l e t t e r  t o  the  congregation, presenting the general  
idea of the Belle Meade Chapel project .  He sa id  the matter of 
spec i f ic  church design could be considered l a t e r .  

Previously i n  the meeting M r .  Albert Rose had suggested 
t h a t  the matter be wrapped nea t ly  and presented immediately 
t o  the congregation by the committee. 

It was.decided, however, not t o  move too h a s t i l y ,  and 
t h a t  the l e t t e r  be draf ted  and approved by the  -ves t ry  before 
submission to  the church membership. 

M r .  Robert McNeilly, secre tary  of the o r ig ina l  Belle  Meade 
Committee, sa id  the chapel had been i n  the  f irst  Davidson 
County Planning Committee's plans and a l so  had been approved 
a t  a church mass meeting. 

He suggested t h a t  a spec ia l  committee from theeVestry  
of Chr i s t  Church take over the Belle Meade Chapel inasmuch 
a s  the idea  had advanced from the  general county planning 
s tage  t o  a speci f ic  Chr i s t  Church project .  

On motion of M r .  Stahlman, the current  committee, headed 
by M r .  Bransford-was so designated. The work of M r .  Bransford 
and h i s  committee, along with t h a t  of M r .  Southgate, the 
a r ch i t ec t ,  was highly prbbsed. 

The a r ch i t ec t ,  who commended the l o t ,  went i n t o  d e t a i l  
on h i s  plans f o r  i ts  development and beau t i f i ca t ion  as  the 
chapel s i t e .  

-There being no fu r the r  business the  meeting adjourned. 

0 -  

Secretary 



MINUTES OF THE R B G U M  PEETING OF THE 
VESTRY AND COUNCIL HELD AT THE BELLE 
MEADE COUNTRY CLUB JUNE 12, 1947 

Those present were a s  follows: 

M r .  Charles S. Martin 
DudTey Gale 
D r .  Ph i l i p  Davidson 
Harvey Pride 
Charles Moss 
Sam Berger, Jr. 
John Bransford 
W. H. Lambeth 
Charles Mitchell  
Walter Robinson 
Albert Rose 

Vernon Sharp, Jr. 
Walter Stokes, Jr. 
John E. Thomas 
W. Vivian Tupper 
D r .  Owen Wilson 
Craige DeMoss 
Guilf or  d Dudley, Jr . 
D r .  Garth For t  
John B. Hall  
Joseph T. Howell, Jr. 
Ralph E. Lewis 

- W .  W. Morehead, Jr. 

The Vestry and Council held a dinner meeting a t  the 
Belle  Meade Country Club on June 12, 1947, to  honor D r .  
Owen Wilson f o r  h i s -  more than half  century of service to  
Chr i s t  Church. 

With Peyton W i l l i a m s ,  the rec tor  presiding, Dudley 
Gale, Senior Warden, read the following test imonial ,  which, 
a r t i s t i c a l l y  designed and beau t i fu l ly  framed, was presented 
t o  D r .  Wilson: 

" 'Suffer l i t t l e  chi ldren t o  come unto me--fop of such 
i s  the Kingdom of Heaven. These loving words of our Lord 
a re  chosen appropriately a s  a prologue to  t h i s  test imonial  
i n  honor of D r .  Owen H. Wilson. 

When the Good Man of Nazareth was on e a r t h  ministering 
t o  the meek, the lowly, the  poor and the  sick, He pPovided 
f o r  the. perpetuation of H i s  works through those who were to 
follow a f t e r  K i m  and H i s  d i sc ip les .  

- "Truly a d i sc ip le  of the Son of God has been H i s  servant 
whom we seek to  honor on t h i s  occasion. Among h i s  services  
t o  God and man we here record: 

" H i s  love f o r  l i t t l e  chi ldren and the arduous, f a i t h f u l  
and a f fec t iona te  service which he has rendered them i n  Beth- 
lehem Center, i n  S t .  Luke 's Community House and i n  the numer- 
ous by-ways of t h i s  broad community. 

I 1 H i s  devotion to  the missionary work of the church. 

' @ H i s  splendid leadership of the  Conference of Southern 
Children1 s Spec i a l i s t s ,  dedicated t o  improving the heqlth 
and well-being of our chi ldren 



1 " H i s  half-century of f a i t h f u l  and distinguished service 
as a vestryman of C h r i s t  Church and w i t h  conspicuous mention 
of h is  constant attendance a t  the services of the church. 

"We honor him fo r  h i s  lifetime of service as  the good 
physician to  countless thousands of Nashville homes; for  the 
genuine humility and Christ- l ike simplicity tha t  go hand i n  
hand with.his~count less  good deeds; f o r  the love and kind- 
ness and thorough goodness which he leaves along the way a$ 
he walks through l i f e .  

"Thus to  Owen Wilson the Vestry and Council of Christ  
Episcopal Church of fers  t h i s  t r ibu te  i n  recognition of h i s  
priceless worth." 

I n  addition to the testimonial, the honor guest received 
many t r ibu tes  from those present. Among the speakers were 
Bishop Dandridge; Charles, S. Martin, Sr .  , senior warden emeritus, 
and Charles Mitchell, both of whom have for  many years been 
associated with D r .  Wilson i n  the work of the church; D r .  Hearn 
Bradley, an associate i n  the medical profession and Albert Rose, 
referred t o  as none of D r .  Wilson's boys". 

The beloved physician acknowledged the t r ibu tes  with 
feeling. He. recalled some of the work and struggle for  Christ  
Church i n i t s  ear ly  days, c i ted i t s  progress i n  the in te r -  
vening years and envisioned new heights of achievement i n  
the years to  come. The Belle Meade Chapel, he said,  should 
be only one of several missions tha t  could be sponsored by 
Christ  Church,- 

A t  a brief business session p r i o r  t o  presentation of 
the testimonial, the vestry and council authorized investment 
of the Claybrooke fund i n  short  term government notes. It 
also approved and referred t o  the finance committee, the 
r e q e s t  of the music committee tha t  the choir be given f u l l  
rather than half pay for  the month of July and August. 

I 

The report  of the treasurer was received and f i led .  He 
announced also tha t  a contract had been signed with C. H. Reese 
& Sons for  the new roof on the chu~ch  and tha t  work would s t a r t  
the following day. 

There being no fur ther  

Secretary 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE VESTRY OF CHRIST CHURCH 

HELD, JUNE 26, 1947 

- Those present were a s  'follows: 

Dudley Gale W. H. Lambeth 
~ h a r l e s  Moss Charles Mitchell  
Sam Berger, Jr. Walter Robinson 
John Bransford Vernon Sharp, Jr. 
Neil Cargile  John E. Thomas 
Brownlee Curry W. Vivian TuppEr 

D r .  Owen Wilson 

A t  a spec i a l  meeting held i n  the o f f i ce  of Brownlee 
0 ,  Currey on June 26, 1947, the  ves t ry  approved the follow- 
ing l e t t e r  on the  Belle  Meade Chapel t o  be sent  t o  the 
Chr i s t  Church membership: 

MTo the  Members of Christ Church 
Nashville 
Tennessee 

For many years the need f o r  the expansion of the Epis- 
copal Church i n  Nashville has been c lose  t o  the heats  of 
Bishop Maxon and Bishop Dandridge. Four years ago, Bishop 
Maxon appointed a committee of laymen, representing the  
various parishes and missions i n  Davidson County. This 
committee made a ca re fu l  study and presented a number of 
d i f f e r e n t  needs. The f i r s t  of these, the  student work i n  
the college centers ,  has been es tabl ished and i s  functioning 
well.  Others include the strengthening of S t .  Andrewt s ,  
the  removal of S t .  P e t e r ' s  to  another loca t ion ,  a par ish  
house f o r  Holy Tr in i ty  Negro Mission, and- other projects  . 

High on the l i s t  of recommendations was the es tabl ish-  
ment of a chapel of Christ Chwch i n  the Bel le  Meade area. 
It was recognized tha t ,  i n  the f i r s t  place, the re  i s  no 
church of any denomination i n  t h a t  community. Fur the rmore, 
i t  was found t h a t  an unusually high percentage of Episcopalians 
l i v e  there.  A more recent  count has revealed t h a t  the re  a r e  
some two hundred and t h i r t  -nine Chr is t  Church famil ies  
representing two hundred f < f ty-f ive or  more children or 
young people, O f  these, some one hundred and seventy-nine 
were enrolled i n  Sunday School l a s t  year. Perhaps the most 
pressing challenge i s  i n  the f a c t  t h a t  a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  chi ldren 
and young people, centering about the  church on Sunday even- 
ings and during the week, a r e  bes t  ca r r ied  on i n  a community 
c lose  to  t h e i r  homes and there  i s  a t  present no center  fo r  
such a c t i v i t i e s .  Above a l l ,  i t  was recognized t h a t  a church 
can only- grow as i t  goes out i n to  new communities. I t  was 
obvious t h a t  the establishment of a new piece of work was 
pas t  due. 



Recently, strong impetus has been given t o  the p ro jec t  
by the generous g i f t  of one of the most s t r a t e g i c a l l y  located 
and best  avai lable  t r a c t s  of land, This property i s  located 
on the south s ide  of Harding Road, about 100 yards e a s t  of 
Belle Meade Boulevard, f ront ing approximately 230 f e e t  on 
Harding Road with a depth of 300 f e e t ,  A committee of the  
Vestry, with M r .  John Bransford a s  chairman, has  been appoint- 
ed t o  work with the Planning Committee, appointed by the 
Bishop, with a view t o  the establishment of the chapel, 
Furthermore, we have been successful  i n  securing the services  
of the Rev, Johnathan Nab,l$t Mitchell  t o  work a s  -an associa te  
t o  the Rector with a view of eventual ly becoming v icar  of 
the chapel, 

I n  i t s  form of government, the Episcopal Church i s  p a r t i -  
cu la r ly  for tunate  i n  such matters. A chapel can be es tabl ished 
which w i l l  be an in t eg ra l  p a r t  of C h i s t  Church Parish,  operat- 
ing with one communicant l i s t  and a s ing le  budget, Every = ind i -  
vidual  member has the opportunity t o  choose whether he w i l l  
a t tend the church or the chapel, I t  i s  a matter of completely 
f r e e  choice. A s  a matter of experience, there  a r e  many chapels 
which have been founded i n  t h i s  way and grown ult imately i n to  
strong se l f  -supper t ing parishes,  I n  some instances,  the r e l a -  
t ionship has been maintained f o r  only a sho r t  time, I n  other 
instances,  the re la t ionsh ip  has remained fo r  a period of 
twenty or twenty-five years  a s  was the  case u n t i l  r ecen t ly  i n  
Detroi t  with Chr is t  Church downtown and the chapel i n  Grosse 
Point,  I n  some in s t ances - in  New York Ci ty ,  the re la t ionsh ip  
has remained over a period of a hundred or more years,  

I 
i It is worthwhile noting tha t  a number of those most 
I i n t e r e s t ed  i n  the establishment of the chapel w i l l ,  i n  a l l  
I l ikel ihood,  continue t o  a t tend Chr i s t  Church regu la r ly  while 

there  w i l l  be 'o thers  who, f o r  one reason or another, w i l l  
choose the chapel, From time t o  time thefe  a r e  expressions 
of f e a r  $is t o  the e f f e c t  upon the downtown church. It has 

-* been the experience elsewhere i n  almost every instance t h a t  
the mother church has not suffered,  but the church a t  l a rge  
has gained immeasurably. 

It is  planned t h a t  the emphasis a t  the outse t  would be 
upon work with children and young people though adequate 
provision would be made f o r  regular  services  fo r -  adu l t s  who 
prefer  to a t tend the  chapel. M r .  Donald Southgate, the 
a r ch i t ec t ,  i s  making preliminary sketches which w i l l  en- 
v is ion long-time development but provide f o r  the e a r l y  e rec t ion  
of such f a c i l i t i e s *  a s  w i l l  make possible a strong beginning, 

We a re  writing you because we bel ieve t h a t  no matter 
where you l i v e ,  you w i l l  be in te res ted  i n  the growth of the 
Church, The Vestry has given a g rea t  deal  of thought t o  
t h i s  matter and expressed i t s  uhqualif ied  approval. We 
would be glad to  have the benef i t  of any comment you may care 
t o  make, We hope and t r u s t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  have your hear ty  
support. We cannot avoid the fee l ing  t h a t  the  challenge 



and opportunity a re  g rea t  and it i s  time f o r  us t o  move 
forward to  meet them. 

Fa i th fu l ly  yours, 

Bishop, R t .  Rev. E .P.Dandridge, D.D. 
Bishop of Tennessee 

Wardens: Dudley Gale, Sr .  Warden 
D r .  Ph i l ip  Davidson, Jr. Warden 

Secretary,  Charles Moss 
Rector, Peyton R . l i i l l iams 

Vestry: 

Maxwell Benson Brownlee Currey Vernon Sharp, Jr. 
Sam 'd. Serger,  Jr. F. Arthur Henkel James G. Stahlman 
John Bransf ord 'vJ. LY. Lambeth Walter Stokes, Jr. 
Wentworth Caldwell Charles Mitchell  John Thomas 
Neil Cargile Walter Robinson Vivian Tupper 
Robert Cheek Albert  Rose D r .  Owen Wilson 

I n  addi t ion the  ves t ry  authorized the Belle Meade 
Chapel Committee to: 

1. S t a r t  negotiat ions f o r  purchase of a 25 f o o t  s t r i p  
on the e a s t  s ide  of the chapel l o t .  

2. Lay preliminary plans f o r  ra i s ing  funds f o r  the 
chapel. 

3. Engage an a r c h i t e c t  to  do preliminary drawings 
t o  be used i n  fund ra i s ing .  

Fee f o r  the above sketches would be 1.2 per cent  of 
the t o t a l  f ee ,  which i s  6 per cent of the cos t  of the church. 

M r .  Donald Southgate, a r ch i t ec t ,  who already has given 
t i r e l e s s l y  of h i s  time and e f f o r t  i n  preliminary advice and 
plans f o r  the chapel, said t h a t  a l l  above h i s  ac tual  cos t s  
on the s t ruc tu re  would be returned t o  the  church. He i s  
forbidden by the r u l e s  of the American I n s t i t u t e  of Architects  
t o  give h i s  services  without charge. 

The cos t  of the chapel was pu t  t en t a t i ve ly  a t  between 
$80,000 and $90,000. M r .  Williams sa id  he believed the  
design should emphasize beauty, adap tab i l i ty  f o r  addit ions 
and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  Sunday school, youth work and recreat ion.  

Discussing the s i t e ,  M r .  Currey, who a l so  served on 
the f i r s t  Belle  Meade Committee, pointed out t h a t  an ex- 
haustive survey, from the c i t y  l i m i t s  t o  the overpass a t  the 
Highway 100 in tersect ion,  had shown the chosen l o t  t o  be 
the only one available.  The anonymous donors, he sa id ,  would 
have been glad t o  have given a s i t e  i n  West Meade or elsewhere 



but t h a t  the Bishop had i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i t  be located some- 
where on Harding Road a s  near the center  of the Episcopal 
population a s  possible.  

The ves t ry  voted not t o  hold a meeting i n  July. 
* .  

There being no fu r the r  business, the  meeting adjourned. 

Secretary 



MINUTES OF 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE VESTRY OF CHRIST CHURCH HELD 

AT THE OFFICE OF BROWNLEE CDRREP OW AUGUST 21, 1967 

The Vestry of Christ  Church, meeting i n  cal lea  session a t  
the off ice  of M r .  Brownlee Currey on August 21, 1967, authorized 
the custodian and treasurer,  M r ,  Harvey Pride, t o  offer  $12,000 
f o r  a house i n  the Highlands of Belle Meade which w i l l  be 
occupied by the ass i s tan t  rec tor  of Christ Church, M r ,  Johnathan 
N, Mitchell, 

The treasurer was fu r the r  authorized by the Vestry t o  r a i s e  
the of fer  on the  house not more than $1,000, if necessary, and to  
sign fo r  the Vestry and Council a l l  papers, including a moi-tgage, 
i n  connection with the  transaction,  

There being no fur ther  business, the meeting adjourned. I 



MINLlTES OF 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE VESTRY OF CHRIST CHURCH HELD AT 
THE OFFICE OF BROWNLEE C m Y  08 AUGUST 28, 1947 

Present: Messrs. Berger, Bransford, Mitchell, Lambeth, Stokes, 
Henkel, Robinson, Benson, Tupper and Gale. 

Proxy of M r .  Sharp held by M r .  Bransford. 

Others present: The Rev. Peyton R. Williams, M r .  Donald Southgate 
and The Rev. J. H. Mitchell. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Reverend M r .  
W i l l i a m s .  The necessary quorum was established by the proxy vote 
of M r .  Sharp. M r .  W i l l i a m s  opened the meeting by reviewing the 
l i m i t s  of authority granted by the Vestry t o  the Chapel Committee 
a t  the l a s t  regular meeting of the  Vestry. This authority was In 
three parts .  

1. To enter Into negotiations fo r  the purchase of 25 f e e t  
of land adjacent to the Chapel s i t e  from the  Lion O i l  
Company . 

2. To arrange with the Architect f o r  preliminary sketches, 
plans, e tc .  f o r  the proposed Chapel. 

3. To make preliminary arrangements for  the  necessary ac t iv i -  
F t i e s  of fund ra i s ing  i n  behalf of the Chapel. 

Mr. Bransford, Chairman of the  Chapel Committee reported on 
: the a c t i v i t i e s  of h i s  Committee, H e  s ta ted t h a t  the Coramittee 

had proceeded t o  the l i m i t s  of i t s  authority -- t h a t  plans have 
been drawn, arrangements made for  purcxase of the s t r i p  of land 
from the Lion O i l  Conpany and preliminary plans made f o r  the fund 
rais ing a c t i v i t i e s .  M r ,  Bransford pointed out tha t  the Chapel 
Committee was how i n  a posit ion of seeking fur ther  authorization 
f o r  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  He s ta ted t h a t  the consensus of the Comit tes  
was t h a t  i t  would be desirable ,  i f  possible, t o  proceed with the 
construction of the e n t i r e  project  ra ther  than slmply the Parish 
H a l l  section. M r .  Bransford s ta ted t h a t  the Committee had pre- 
pared a l i s t  of potent ia l  givers  for  an i n i t i a l  g i f t s  cmpaign 
and t h a t  i t  was the opinion of the Committee t h a t  a potent ia l  sum 
was available suf f ic ien t  t o  warrant the construction of the 
project ,  He pointed out t h a t  while building coats were high 
a t  the present time, a t  the  same time incomes and a b i l i t y  o r  
incl inat ion to contribute, were a l so  a t  a correspondingly high 
level.  The draw-backs In  proceeding Immediately with the con- 
s t ruc t ion  of the  proJedt were recognized, but M r .  Bransford 
s ta ted the re la t ionship between cos t  of building a d  incomes 
should be recognized, 

Mr. Bransford fur ther  s ta ted  t h a t  a Brochure was i n  process 
of preparation by the Committee and t h a t  t h i s  Brochure would be 
ready f o r  inspection August 29. 



It was moved by M r .  Gale and seconded by M r .  Bransford t h a t  
the purchase of the 25 foot s t r i p  of lard from the Lien O i l  
Company be completed. In  the discussion of t h i s  motion, M r .  
Williams pointed out tha t  $1,100.00 were i n  the treasury avail-  
able for application against the purchase price of t h i s  l o t  
which w l l l  be $1,500.00. The resolution which was passed unani- 
mously, authorized the Treasurer and the Finance Committee t o  
make the necessary arrangements f o r  payment to the Lion O i l  
Company. 

I n  beginning the discussion of the prospective fund rais ing 
campaign i n  behalf of the  Chapel, M r .  Stokes s ta ted tha t  i n  h i s  
opinion, no possible injury to  the Every Member Canvass should 
be given. It  was h i s  suggestion t-hat the financing of the Chapel 
project  be deferred u n t i l  February of 1948. M r .  Gale suggested 
t h a t  one poss ib i l i ty  would be t o  advance the Every Member Canvass 
by several weeks and have the Chapel fund raising campaign be- 
fore  the end of the current calendar year. 

.Mr. Bransford objected t o  the postponement of the fund - 
raising campaign. He pointed out tha t  the plans of the Committee 
were i n  fu l l  swlng now and also pointed out t h a t  a nwnber of 
drives i n  the copmmity were impending. He s ta ted  t h a t  it was 
h i s  opihion t h a t  the Chapel should ge t  the benefi t  of an ear ly  
s t a r t .  

M r .  Southgate, i n  answer t o  questions regarding cost ,  s ta ted  
t h a t  estimates had been secured which indicated t h a t  the sum of 
$150,000.00 would be adequate t o  complete the e n t i r e  project.  

Mr. Benson stated tha t  he too was f ea r fu l  of disrupting the 
Every Member Canvass. In t h i s  connection M r .  Berger asked what 
the Committee's plans were regarding pledges. M r .  Bransford 
repl ied t h a t  it was the intention of the Committee t o  have 
pledges fo r  the Chapel, &tending over a f i v e  year period. 

M r .  Berger commented t h a t  the present time was a good time 
to  r a i s e  money, but t h a t  it should be recognized t h a t  building 
costs  might decline i n  the future.  

Mr. Bransford urged t h a t  the drive be conducted now with 
separate determination as  t o  the most opportune time for  
construction. M r .  Southgate pointed out tha t  i n  h is  opinion 
contractors would cer ta in ly  be returning t o  a competitive 
basis i n  bidding on construction jobs. 

M r .  Gale concurred with M r .  Berger regarding the f a c t  t h a t  
the present time i s  a good one i n  which to  r a i s e  money. M r .  
Bransford referred again t o  h i s  e a r l i e r  observation regarding 
the re la t ionship between cos ts  and incomes. 



M r .  Willzams i n  connection with the points raised regarding 
the Every Member Canvass, s ta ted  tha t  i n  h i s  Judgment, the 
majority of the people would f igure  out i n  advance the i r  par t i -  
cipation i n  the Every Member Canvass, M r .  Tupper urged t h a t  
the project  be continued i n  f u l l  force and pointed out t h a t  other 
churches a re  proceeding with the i r  building programs a t  the 
present time. M r .  W i l l i a m s  pointed out t h a t  if  the fund r a i s -  
ing a c t i v i t i e s  were i n i t i a t e d  a t  an ear ly  date there would be 
ample time intervening between them and the time of the Every 
Member Canvass. 

M r .  Tupper pointed out the memorial aspect of much of the 
Chapel project  and s ta ted t h a t  M r .  Currey was of the opiniqn tha t  
the drive should be .conducted i n  September. 

M r .  Lambeth, i n  answer t o  questions, s t a t ed  t h a t  i n  h i s  
opinion, having the drive begin i n  September an3 basing it on a 
f ive  year program would not in t e r fe re  with the Every Member 
Canvass, He pointed out t h a t  the organization f o r  the campaign 
i s  nearly perfected and indlcated the unwisdom of gllowing too 
much time to elapse. 

M r .  Gale offered the suggestion t h a t  a so l i c i t a t ion  of a 
selected nmnber of cards be conducted in  the near fu ture  with 
the general campaign i n  the Parish deferred u n t i l  a f t e r  the 
Every Member Canvass. 

After fur ther  discussion it was moved by M r .  Stokes t h a t  an 
I n i t i a l  G i f t s  Campaign based on approximately 100 se lec t  cards, 
be conducted i n  the near fu ture  with the general campaign 
deferred u n t i l  a f t e r  the Every Member Canvass. The motion was 
seconded by M r .  Gale. Without fur ther  discussion it was adopted 
unanimously. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. M r .  Wi l lbaeas .  

L b W  
JoMathan 1P. Mitchell 
~ c t h  i n  the absence of the 
Secretary 



MINTJTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE VESTRY AND COriTNCIL 
OF CHRIST CHURCM, HELZ) AT THE CHURCH, - OCTOBER 6, 1947 

Those present were a s  follows: 

Dudley Gale 
D r .  P h i l i p  Davidson 
Charles Moss 
Maxwell Benson 
John Bransford 
F. Arthur IIenkel 
d. H. Lanbeth 
Albert  Rose 
Vernon Sharp, Jr. 
W. Vivian Tupper 
R .  B. Alexander 
Robinson F. Barker 
A .  Q.  Campbell 

Owsley Cheek 
J o  Paschal1 Davis 
Guilf ord Cudley, Jr. 
D r .  Garth For t  
John B. Ha l l  
Terry Rar t  
Joseph T .  Howell, Jr. 
John Krieg 
Ralph E. Lewts 
Robert McNeilly 
D r .  Jbe Xinor 
Charles Nelson, Jr. 
John S t ee l e  
Thomas Trabue 

  he Vestry and Council of Ch r i s t  Church, meeting i n  s p e c i a l  
sess ion  a t  t h e  Church on October 6, 1947, l a i d  plans f o r  t he  Vestry 
and Council membership t o  assume r e spons ib r l i t y  f o r  completing the  
d r i ve  f o r  the  Harding Road Chapel and r a i s i n g  t he  Chr i s t  Church 
budget i n  t he  every member canvass. 

The meeting was opened. by the  r e c t o r ,  who reviewed the progress 
on the chapel to  da t e  and declared  the time had come f o r  a c t i on  and 
completion of t he  projec t .  

M r .  Walter Stokes, chairman of t he  f inance  committee, s a i d  he 
had found t h e  i n t e r e s t  much g rea te r  than  expected, and urged t h a t  we 
go forward t o  wind up both the  chapel d r ive  and the canvass. The 
church budget, he pointed out ,  w i l l  be about the  same a s  l a s t  year. 

He moved t h a t  the chapel  campaign committee be thanked f o r  i t s  
splendid work and t h a t  i t s  membership be author ized  t o  proceed t o  
give every member of the church an opportunity t o  give t o  the chapel.  
The motion c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  campaign committee t o  work i n  l i a i s o n  and 
cooperation with t he  every member canvass. 

M r .  Albert  Rose, d iscuss ing  a method of s o l i c i t s t i o n  procedure 
on the  jo in t  d r i v e ,  suggested t h a t  t h e  chapel  g i f t ,  which would be 
spread over' a f ive-year  period, be equal t o  t he  annual cont r ibut ion  
t o  the  church budget. 

I t  was agreed t h a t  i n  approaching the church ~ r n b e r s ,  the chapel 
be s t r e s s ed  f i r s t ,  it being assunled t h a t  t he  parisn oners  w i l l  want 
t o  do t h e i r  customary pa r t  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a r  church canvass. 



M r .  Laurence Howard, chairman of the  i n i t i a l  g i f t s  campaign f o r  
the  chapel,  whose work was highly pra sed, announced t h a t  h i s  group 
already has ra i sed  $112,000 from 50 p ti rsons ard he expected the t o t a l  
t o  reach $130,000. He sa id  he d id  not bel ieve  the chapel would 
i n t e r f e r e  with the canvass. I 

M r .  Gale then moved t h a t  the Vestry and Council, due t o  the 
business and wwsell ingt l  experience of i t s  membership, take over the  
chapel d r ive  (except f o r  the  i n i t i a l )  and the canvass. With cards 
ready t o  be given out & the meeting, he sa id  both campaigns could 
be wound up"by the next ves t ry  meeting. It was explained t h a t  there  
would be 20 workers i n  addi t ion  t o  the ves t ry  and council .  

This motion was adopted with enthusiasm, but  i t  was decided " 

a f t e r  some~d i scus s ion ,~  t h a t  the s o l i c i t a t i o n  not s t a r t  u n t i l  the - 

r e c t o r  has an opportunity t o  present the chapel p ro jec t  t o  the 
congregation and a l l  workers have an opportunity t 6  meet to  form 
a close kn i t  organization. 

I t  was thereupon agreed t h a t  N r .  d i l l iams discuss  the chapel 
a t  the regular  11 o'clock service  Sunday and t h a t  the workers make 
f i n a l  plans following the Men's Club Meeting October 13. 

There being no f u r t h e r  business,  the meeting adjourned. 

Chairman / \ V 

Secretary 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
VESTRY AND COUNCIL HELD OCTOBER 13, 1947 

Those present  were a s  follows: 

Dudley Gale- - 
D r .  P h i l i p  Davidson 
Charles Moss - 
Kaxwell Benson 
John Bransford 
Neil  Cargi le  
F o  Arthur Eenkel 
Charles Mitchel l  
Walter Robinson 
Albert  Rose 
Vernon Sharp, Jr. 
James G. Stahlman 
Walter Stokes, Jr. 
John E. Thoaas 
W. Vivian Tupper - 

R.  B. Alexander 
Robinson F. Barker 
A. Q, Campbell 
J o  Paschal1 Davis 
Craige Delloss 
Guilford Dudley, Jr. 
D r .  Garth F o r t  
John B ,  9 a l l  - 
Russe l l  Hart-  
Terry Hart 
John Krieg 
Ralph E o  Lewis 
Robert PlcNeilly 
Charles l?elson, Jr, 
John S t e e l e  

The Vestry and Council  meetin on October 13, 1947, adopted 6 a t e n t a t i v e  budget f o r  the yesr  19 8 of $63,700 as  proposed by 
M r .  t l a l t ~ r  Stokes,  c hairman of the  f inance  conn i t t e e ,  The motion 
was made by M r ,  Vernon Sharp an6 unanimously apnrovad, Pr, Stokes 
sa id  f u r t h e r  it woulc! be necessary t o  make adjustment 'In the Clay- 
brooke fund due t o  i t s  a s s i s t ance  i n  f ina rc ing  church roof r epa i r  
and purchase of the residence fo r  the  a s s i s t a n t  r e c to r ,  1h.ic1~. w i l l  
be known a s  the  Clgybrc~ke  House, 

M r .  Williams repor ted  t h a t  the  Sunday School w a s  con t inua l ly  
improving, with a t t endame increasing.  H e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  pra ised  
t he .  work of the  teachers  and a l s o  had good r epo r t s  on the  church 
census conducted recen t ly  under the  auspices of the Council of 
Churches, 

A t  t h i s  place on the  program the  Vestry and Council members 
were joined by 20 volunteer  workers who were t o  a s s i s t  i n  the  
Harding Road Chapel Drive and the  Every Member Canvass. Pledge 
cards  were d i s t r i b u t e d .  

M r .  John Bransford, chairmah of the chapel committee, r e -  
ported t h a t  $122,000 had been r a i s ed  to  da te .  M r .  Sharp, d i r e c t o r  
of t he  Every Member Canvass, sa id  the  new budget would be about 
the  same a s  l a s t  year ,  a ~ d .  expressed confidence i n  the  outcome 
of a j o i n t  campaign. 

M r .  Dudley Gale, the  senior  warden, de l ive red  a message of 
encouragement t o  t he  workers and said he considered it proper t o  
ask the  church mernbers t o  g ive  23 or 3 tirnes a s  much t o  the  chapel 
as  t h e i r  donation t o  the  Every Member Canvass. 

There being no f u r t h e r  business ,  t he  neet ing  ad joilrmed. 

dA--  
Secre tary  



MINUTES OF TEE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
VESTRY AND COUNCIL RELD NOV. 10, 1947 

/ Those present were as  follows: 

Dudley Gale 
I D r .  Ph i l i p  Davidson 

Harvey Pr ide  
Charles Moss . . 
Maxwell Benson 
John Bransford 
F, Arthur Senkel 
Charles Mitchell  
Vernon Sharp, Jr. 
Walter Stokes, Jr. 
4. Vivian Tupper 

D r .  Owen Wilson 
R. B. Alexander 
Robinson F. Bqrker 
A,  Q. .Campbell 
Craige DeMoss 
D r .  Garth For t  
Terry Hart 
Joseph T. Howezl, Jr. 
John Krieg 
John S tee le  
Thomas Trabue 

The meeting of t he  Vestry and Council op November 10, was opened 
by M r .  Dudley Gale, senior  Warden, c a l l i n g  a t t en t i on  t o .  the recent  
city-wide tes t imonia l  luncheon honoring W. H. Lambeth, long g p i l l a r  

- i n  Chr i s t  Church, f o r  h i s  30 years  of c iv i c  work and leadership  i n  
Nashville. 

M r .  Harvey Pride, t r easure r  and property custodian, znnolmced 
t h a t  t he+roo f .  should be completed i n  30 days and he hoped the debt 
thereon together  with t h a t  on the Claybrooke house, could be paid by 
January 1. He ca l l ed  a t t en t i on  a lso  t o  the f a c t  t h a t  he had received 
the Frank Smith bequest f o r  $500 and $623 addi t ional  on the  Claybrooke 
fund. The d i spos i t ion  of these funds was re fe r red  to  the finance 
committee. , . 

M r .  Williams pointed out. t h a t  the  recent  bid on t he  proposed 
passageway between the  church and the  par ish  house was $5,300 ar?A 
t h a t  t he re  i s  only $3,900 avai lable  f o r  the work. The acolytes1  
bench, a memorial to  the l a t e  George Henry ( Mike ) Wehrenberg, was 
dedicated on Octobe? 17. 

Preceding a dipcussion of the Every #ember Canvass and i t s  
i n i t i a l  g i f t s  drivel, M r .  Walter Stokes, chairman of the  finance 
committee, sa id  the $18,000 balance i n  the  bydget looks good but 
reminded t h a t  much of it represents  bequests and t h a t  during the 
second hal f  of the year church service  expenses have increased i n  
the form of s a l a r i e s  fo r  an a s s i s t a n t  r e c t o r  and a. youth servic,e,  
worker. The canvass must r a i s e  enough fo r  a l l  our expanded a c t i v i t i e s ,  
he pointed out. 

M r .  Vernon Sharp, d i r ec to r  of t he  every member d r ive  and h i s  
associa te ,  M r ;  Robinson F. Barker, s a id  t h a t  $18,000 had been ra i sed  
t o  date  and they considered the r e s u l t s  splendid a t  t h a t  s t ige .  

M r .  Vivian Tuppes, i n  charge of the  i n i t i a l  g i f t s  campaign, 
sa id  h i s  d iv i s ion  must r a i s e  $35,000 and s t ressed  the  urgency of 
succeeddng . 



Turning t o  t h e  Harding Road Chapel d r ive ,  X r .  d i l l iams-  sa id  
$142,000 a l ready had been r a i s e d .  He announced a bui lding committee 
composed of M r .  Donald Southgate,  K r .  John Brznsford, M r .  Brownlee 
Currey, I4r .  Charles  K i t c h e l l  and himself.  

Prepara tory  t o  urging cons t r~ rc  t i o n  of the  chapel  i m e d i a k l y ,  
Mr. Bransford, chairman ~f both the  chapel d r i v e  and the bui ld ing  
committees, s a i d  he bel ieved we can a c t u a l l y  couqt on r a i s i n g  a  
t o t a l  of between $155,CICO and $16C),OOO. He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  the 
bui ld ing  committee, a t  a  recent  meeting a t  h i s  home, had decided 
t o  go ahead. Thereupon he recommended t h a t  t h e  ves t ry  and counc i l  
au thor ize  funds f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  t o  complete d e t a i l s  and s t a r t  
c o n s t r l ~ c t i o n  a t  the e a r l i e s t  poss ib le  moment. I t  w a s  h i s  opinion 
t h a t  "a c r e d i t a b l e  job could be done on the bui lding f o r  from 
$165,000 t o  $175,000." 

Mr. iifilliams emphasized the  urgency of wcrk "out t h e r e  .IE 

M r .  Stokes saic! he concurred with Ilr. Bransford,  bu t  recommended 
t h a t  p l a ~ s  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  be completed and b i d s  be taken on a  
mit bas i s .  

He sa id  it i s  a  poor time t o  bu i ld  and dec lared  the  v e s t r y  and 
counci l  should th ink  a  long time before  coml t t ing  tkevse lves  on a 
p lan  t h a t  woi2ld saddle  ldng term d e b t  upon C h r i s t  Church. He 
expressed t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  money sholxld be i n  hand "before we 
s t a r t "  and sa id  b ids  sho~l ld  be taken "and brought back t o  t h i s  
body before we take ac t ion . "  

Mr. Bransford was quick t o  point  out t h a t  t h e  chapel had been 
sold a s  a  whole and t h a t  a t  l e a s t  $5@,OOQ cont r ibuted  represented  
memorials. 9e  Seclared  much of the  money had been given with the  
1mderstan2~ing t h a t  the  ~ r o j e c t  be completed immediately and not  a t  
some vague time i n  tha  f u t u r e .  EP s a i d  t h a t  most of the  money 
pledged had come from people able  t o  g ive  an6 he be l ieved t h e  funds 
would come i n  f a s t  enough t o  s t a r t  the  work r i g h t  away. 

Yr. 'di l l iams sa id  it  was now h i s  opinion t h a t  a  conver t ib le  
se tup  would work t o  t h e  detr iment  of the B e l l e  Keade program. He 
termed it a "dangerous thingahand declared t h a t  a complete program 
i s  advantageous and e s s e n t i a l .  "never was t h e r e  a more r i p e  s i t -  
ua t ion  f o r  m y  community," he sa id .  "1 t h ink  t h i s  th ing  i s  going 
t o  goat'  

Considerable explora tory  d i scuss ion  by Xr. Craige DeMoss, K r .  
Sharp, M r .  Tom Trabue and M r .  Barker was ended when N r  . Gale 
pointed out t h a t  H r .  Stokes '  motion was t h e  next n a t u r a l  s t e p  i n  
the  chapel  y r o c e d ~ r e .  

M r .  S tokes then  rev i sed  h i s  motion a s  fo l lows:  t h a t  the  
bui lding committee be authorized t o  complete plzns and s p e c i f l c a -  
t i o n s ,  then take  b i d s  both on a u n i t  b a s i s  and a s  a whole, a t  the 
e a r l i e  s t  ?oss ib le  momeht. "We shorlld proceed a s  prudent men i n  
commiting t h i s  p a r i s h  on debt ,"  he sa id .  131s motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously. 



M r .  Williams- asked t h a t  the  co l lec t ions  on the second Sunday 
i n  Advent be devoted t o  support of. the American Bible Society: The 
request  was granted. 

, . 

He a l s o  ca l l ed  a t t en t i on  t o  the program of evangelism inaugurated 
by the presiding bishop, declaring t h a t  i t  i s  most s i gn i f i can t  fo r  
Chr i s t  Church inasmuch a s  I t w e  a r e  about t o  d iv ide  and grow." 

There being no f u r t h e r  business,  the meeting adjourned. 

Chair a  , 

DA%' 
Secre tary  



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR PIEETING OF THE 
VESTEY AND COUNCIL E L D  DEC. 8, 1947 

Those present  were a s  follows: 

Dudley Gale 
D r .  P h i l i p  Oavidson 
Harvey Pr ide  
Charles  Nos s 
Kaxwell Benson 
Sam Berger,  Jr. 
John Bransford 
Neil  Cargi ie  
F. Arthur Henkel 
-4. K. ,Lanbeth 
Walter Bobinsen 
Alber t  Rose 
Vernon Sharp, Jr. 

Jame s G . S tahlman 
T.Jalter Stokes,  Jr. 
W. Vivian Tupper 
D r .  Owen ;J.ilson 
Robinson F. Barker 
A. Q. Campbell 
Owsley Cheek 
D r .  Garth F o r t  
Russe l l  Fiart 
Terry Hart  
John Krieg 
Robert McNeilly 
D r .  Joe Minor 

The Vestry ancl Council meeting a t  C h r i s t  Church on Gecenber 8, 
named Dudley Gale, senior  warden; P h i l i p  Davidsoni junior warden 
and Harvey Pride,  t r e a s u r e r ,  a s  de legates  t o  the  diocesan conven- 
t i o n  a t  Memphis. Al t e rna tes  a r e  JohnsBransford,  Albert  Rose and 
Vivian - Tupper . 

M r .  P r ide  de l ive red  h i s  r e p o r t  on the  t r e a s u r y  and s a i d  the 
amount l e f t  t h e r e i n  a t  the  end of the  year would be appl ied t o  the 
mortgage on t h e  Claybrooke house. 

The sen io r  warden announced t h a t  a s i l v e r  cha l i ce ,  s t o l e n  
I 

from t h e  church a number of yea r s  ago, had been loca ted  i n  the  
I shop of a Ph i l ade lph i s  ant ique d e a l e r ,  and t h a t  a check had been 
I s e n t  f o r  i t s  purchase. 
~ 

Reporting a s  chairman of t h e  f inance c o r n i t t e e ,  Idalter Stokes , 
Jr., sa id  t h e  Smith fund would be used i n  reduct ion  of t h e  church 
debt ,  then repa id  and used a s  endowment. He annowced a l s o  t h a t  
the  committee had given i t s  apnroval f o r  t h e  Christmas o f fe r ing  t o  
go t o  the  Presiding Bishop's Fund f o r  World Bel ie f .  

Bids were being taken on the  Harding Road Chapel bu.ilding 
according t o  John Eransford,  chairman of t h e  building >committee. 

Vernon Sharp, chairman of t h e  every member canvass r epor ted  
t h a t  $46,000 had been pledged and urged t h a t  a l l  outstanding ca rds  
be turned in .  He s a i d  he was confident  of success.  

M r .  Williams d i scus  sed a clergy-laymen conference held a t  

I 
DuBose a t  the c a l l  of Bishop D ~ n d r i d g e  the f i r s t  of December f o r  
the purpose of ou t l in ing  the e v a n g e l i s t i c  carnpaigr- authorized 
by the  Pres id ing  Bishop. 



r e s  
of 
d e l  

With the theme of the  p lan  being a "deepening sense of 
a n s i b i l i t y  i n  spreading the ~ o s ~ e l ' i  l e c t u r e r s  were Dean Gibson 
t. Lukes, Bishop- Dandridge and o thers .  Alber t  Rose, layman 
ga te  from C h r i s t  Church a l s o  reviewed the  proceedings. I 

The r e c t o r  ou t l ined  the mechanics of t h e  campaign as  
fol lows:  Af ter  the  conference go back t o  the  churches, pick people 
t o  c a r r y  out personal  c a l l s  t o  f a m i l i e s  during Epiphany, t a l k  t o  
them about r e l i g i o n ,  make a r e p o r t  on each group and i n v i t e  each 
t o  Corporate Coxgunion the f i r s t  Sunday i n  Lent. 

M r .  ~ i l l i a m s  s a i d  the  campaign would be an e x c e l l e n t  
approach t o  Lent. He s t r e s s e d  " r e v i t a l i z a t i o n n  and an emphasis 
on deepening the  devot ion of those who a r e  members of the church 
i n  name only. He c a l l e d  a meeting of t h e  committee on the S t a t e  
of the  Church t o  be held a t  h i s  home on December 15. . . 

Mr. Gale suggested t h a t  Vestrymen vol lmteer  t h e i r  se rv ices .  

M r .  Rose discussed the  formation of a Senior  Brother- 
hood of S t .  Andrew and sa id  the  f i r s t  meeting would be held on 
the f i r s t  Sunday i n  January f o r  e a r l y  Communion b reakfas t  and 
organizat ion.  

lira Davidson s a i d  he thought t h e  senior  brotherhood 
woi~ld f i l l  a need between the  Men's Club and the  Vestry, t h a t  
i t  would o f f e r  an opportuni ty t o  come t o  g r ips  wfth the r e a l  
business  of the  church. 

There being no f u r t h e r  business ,  the meeting adjourned. 

A-4- 
Secre ta ry  


