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Xinu",t=s cf tht., Meeting of %he 
Vestry er",ou~cil of Chris t  Church 

lJJednt?sdag: Septenbcr 30, 1953; 7 245 Pan10 

Those present: 

COUNCIL VESTIZY 

C l i f f  Harrison 
Frank Green 
A. B. Cs i s l e r  
' J J i l l i a n  I(. L a ~ b i e  
Robert Alvarez 
H e w  Gii lespie  
Arthur Crouch 
Torn Doss 
Sanford Sarner 
John Xosby 
Shade libnray 
Joe Byar 
John Scales 

A, CS,, Campbell The Reverend PeyLon Vfillim-s 
:Izrren 8 r o m  The Reverend Robert Turner 
!VaLt,er Stokes 
2r. N. 5. Shofner 
GpW;e u Langs5af f 
Lester B. Hobb 
Earn-ey Pride 
n Lerrjr Hart 
Joe 2ovell  
Owsley Cheek 
KorvcXLe Rose 
Pasckiall Davis 
Theodo~e Yoder 
Clarence Holt 

The meeting was ca l led  t o  order by 1 3 .  Williams, who led om opening prayers. 
r! 

@ &+'&b. 
Vasren Brown announced %hat he ha6 received a g i f t  of $SOr00 from Iiks, 'flalter 
Fyle, t o  be used a s  p a r t  of a specia l  inprovement fund f o r  the  Parish House. It 
was agreed t h a t  these  fvnds sbotxld be kept ib a specia l  savings account f o r  t h a t  
specif ic  purpose ;nd t h a t  ?&s. i y l e  should receive s l e t 5 e r  of acknowledgment and 
thank 3. 

I&, l'lilliams p ~ e s e n t e d  and read h i s  l e t t e r  of _resignation from C'n-is% Chru6ch, t o  
take e f f ec t  immediately a f t e r  Christmas. H i s  l e t t e r  i s  at tached t o  these ~ n u t e s .  

Ya l te r  Stokes, Senior 79arden, repl ied f o r  the  J e s t ~ y  and Covncil t o  Yvk, Rillians's 
l e t t e r  of resignztion. 

(YT. Stokes's statement t o  be 5nserted. ) 

hlr. W i l l i a m s  formal-ly thanked lk. S t o ~ e s  f o r  h i s  statement and suggested t h a t  
the re  were several  things which t he  Vestry a d  Council sl.lould i tmediate ly  consider. 
Iie s t a t ed  t h a t  it was h i s  de s i r e  t o  send out a s l ightLy xodified version of t he  
l e t t e r ,  which he had J u s t  read, t o  the  whole c o ~ g r e g a t i c n  and, while he had 
o r ig ina l l y  intended t h a t  no annomceoent of it should be made uri t i i  October lJ., %he 
newspapers were a l ready aware of t h e  s i t ua t i on  a d  he, therefore, f e l t  it the  bes% 
pol icy t o  have s ~ c h  a l e t t e r  go out  on Thursclzy, October 1, and t h e  re lease  of t h e  
axmouncement mue  t o  t h e  newspapers f o r  Fridzy evening, Ostober 2, It the  
consensus of opinion of a l l  present t h a t  such a plan should be followed. 

I&. Williams then re fe r red  t o  the  Canons of the  Church, Canon 26, Section I, which 
s t a t ed  t ha t  upon submission of a l e t t e r  of sesigna+,ion it nust  be favorably accepted 
by t h e  Vestry. I&. Stokes moved, seconded by I&, Garner, and passed unanimously 
t h a t  ;,!I-. Yill iams's  r e s i , p z t i o n  be r eg re t fu l l y  accepted, ~ d t h  deegest and most 
hea r t f e l t  appreciat ion for  h i s  Chris t ian  service  t o  Xashville s ~ d .  Chr is t  Church. I&. 
!Viiliams than pointed out t h a t  under Canon b7, it w a s  t h e  Wardents duty t o  no t i fy  



the Bishop of h i s  resignztion and, before any new Rector was chosen, thzt %he 
aishop should be no t r f ied  and should approve '&e Xector selec%ed and t h2 t  following 
the sel-ection the  proper eccLssias t ical  au thor i t i es  be no t t f i ed  ?.hat he has been 
selected and accepted. 

llr. Stokes then s ta ted  t h z t  it was h i s  in tent ion t o  apnoint a coimittee or" not 
mom than seven, v~ide ly  representing ?,he va r io l~s  h t e r e s t s  i n  t he  church, t o  survey 
sui table  persops t o  be ca l l  ed axd t o  report  I t s  findings, perhaps select ing t h r e s  
who might be suitable.  Re s ta ted  t h a t  h e  preferre& t o  defer %he f u l l  2ami~g of t h e  
committee, i.f it m e t  wi%h t k s  approval of ths Vestry, fo r  a d2.y o r  5w0 unt4L he had 
t i n e  t o  f u l l y  consider t h . ~  sit!lation. !&. Stokes moved, and i t  was seconded by h1r. 
Hart, and passed ~11ilnirflously t h a t  scch a c o m r t t e e  be zppointed 30 surv-ey and rake 
reccmelldatior;~ t o  the Vestry of available men,  

I&. Vrilliarns s ta ted  t h a t  he wished t o  rake a statement on behal-f of t h e  3everend 
Robert Turner* He s ta ted  t h r t  he and I&. Turner had discussed the  s i t ua t i on  brought 
about by I&. %%llia3s*s resiF';r.ation knd Sha,t Turner v:ishecl t o  have it thorw,~t;hly 
understood tha t  he would subnit h i s  l e t t e r  of resignation J a n ~ ~ a r y  1, t o  become 
effect ive  a t  the  w i l l  of the Vestry, t h a t  it w a s  h i s  des i re  t o  serve t he  Parish i n  
any way he oss ibb j r  could if they so wished h i s  help, t ha t  he was wi l l ing  t o  continue 
h i s  du t i e s  u n t i l  June as bad been or ig ina l ly  planned and, upon t h e  assmption of 
du t ies  by the new Rector, should he, Mr.  Turner, still. he a t  C h r i s t  Cnurch t h a t  he 
would irr iediately tender h i s  resignation t o  the new Rector. There w&s a general 
appreciation voiced of I k .  Turner ' s thoughtful off e r e  

I There were several  suggestions made +hat it might be helpful  t o  have it ar~ounceci i n  
the Church b u l l e t i n  t h a t  the cormnittee t o  be appointed would welcome suggestions from 
the parishioners. !&re Stokes suggested t h a t  he would want  t o  have t he  conmdttee malce 
an imnediate canvas of names and discuss  some of the  possible candidates a t  the  next 
Vestry meeting, October l2*  

Lk. Poder suggested t h a t  before psoce-zaing fur ther  he f e l t  t h a t  i t  w m l d  he a wise  
policy to have t h e  Vestry- and Council discuss thoroughly the  q u a l i t i e s  mhLch we f e l t  
a new minister  should possess and a l so  s e t  f o r th  what we f e l t  were the  needs and 
functions of C h r i s t  Church. %fro Crouch, I&, Mosby, 7dr. Robb arid several  others 
expressed thenselves i n  agreement with t h i s  idea, Xi?. Rose, hfr. Favis and J i r ,  Stokes 
expressed some doubts a s  t o  t h e  effectiveness of such a procedure, feeling %hat we 
a l l  were of one m i d  already as t o  the kind of person we wanted and of the function 
9: t h e  church. After much discussion it was %hen agreed t h a t  those menbers of the  
Vestry and Council who f e l t  it possible should meet i n  the  Sw-day School Chapel on 
Third Flocr of the Parish :iouse on Sunday ~ ~ o r n i n g ,  October 1!, a t  1C:GO a.m. t o  &scu.ss 
these  matters and t o  cwstalLize the opinion p r io r  Lo the corn i t t ee  ge t t ing  t o  work 
and t o  t h e  next Vestry met ing.  

There being no fu r the r  business, the meeting was zdjourned with closing prayers led 
by Mr .  Williams. 

Respectf u l l y  submitted, 

Lester H. Robb 
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