
ECIIUTES OF THE: VESTRY MEiTCI?JG 
CHRIST CHURCH 

Febru=y 20, 1975 

The Vestry of Christ Church met on IJIonday, February 20, 1978, at 5:15 in the Wheeler 
mom. 

Members present: Yiarion Arnold, Glenn Bowron, Bob Brandt, Jim Burns, Owsley Cheek, 
Bill Coke, Sdly Cook, Janet Davies, Merle aery, John Kiser, 
Bill Koch, George Paine, Pete Rob nson, Catherine Snell, Bill 
Stockard, Sally Thomas, Speed Thomas, Bob Thornson and CecLl Wray. 

Clergy present: Dr. Erlc Greenwood, the Reb. Bill Smith and the Rev. Larry Ca+den. 

Dr. Greenwood opened the meeting wi-th prayer. 

1. The Rector explained that the ff.rst hour of the meeting would be spent informing 
members about the recent Vestry Conference; becoming acquainted wtth the task 
force structure to be used thls ye=; giving vest~xnembers an opportunity to 
sign up for the task force of their choice so that the task forces can be formed 
by the next meeting. 

2. The Senior Warden, Bill Coke, read through the Vestry Conference Report and 
called upon various members to read the task force reports which had evolved 
during the conference. 

3. It was decided that plans for our 150th Anniversary Celebration would begin at 
the next meeting. 

4. Dr. Greenwood: 

a. welcomed the new vestry members and introduced the new vestry officers. 

b. commended the Clerk of the Vestry for the Vestry Conference Report. 

5. The Assistant, Bill Smith, consented to prepare papers to be passed around so 
that members mi"ght sign up for the task force of their choice. 

6. Dr. Greenwood read a resolution memorializing Lewis Pride. The resolution was 
unanimously adopted. Copies of the resolution wsll be included in the Minute 
Book of the Parish and sent to Fi. Prldefis wife and famLly. 

7. The Senior Warden read a letter from Peter Fyfe in which he expressed his 
gratitude for the increase in the Liturgy budget for 1378-79. 

8. The Treasurer, Glenn Bowron, presented his report which was approved. 

9. The Rector reported that: 

a. he was encouraged by the attendvlce since the beginning of Lent. 

1. ) the young people ' s Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper was a happy time. 

2.) the four celebrations on Ash Wednesday were well attended (about 250 
persons) with the largest congregations at 12:15 and 5:15 p.m. 

3.) the Wednesday evening Lenten program had begun last week and will 
continue form more weeks. 



b. there is an occasional need for chalice bearers at Christ Church 
when some of the clergy must be away. The Rector asked for the 
consent of the vestry to request Bishop Sanders to license Jim 
Burns and Bob Smyth as chalice bearers during 1378. The vestry 
approved. 

10. Dis~osi.ti.on of the Easter Offering was discussed. It was decided 
that the offerkhg be divided between Meals on Wheels and the Fund - 
for the Restorat'on of Canterbury Cathedral. -- - 

11. D r .  Greenwood: 

a. announced that the Rev. Larry Carden will be ordained to the 
priesthood at Christ Church on Thursday, March 9, 1378, at 7:30 p.m. 

b. reported that he had recei-ved a letter from Christ Church Archivist, 
Fletch Coke (Mrs. William G.) in which she asked for approval to 
submit the name of Christ Church in nomination to the National Re- 
gister of Historic Places. The vestry approved. She also &id: 

1.) that ten historic volumes from Christ Church had been placed 
in the Tennessee State Library and Archives, manuscript section. 

2.) that many newspaper clippings about Chriest Church are being 
placed in chronological order in preparation for them to be put 
on microfilm and become a part of the permanent records of the 
State Library. 

3 .  ) that Historic Nashville, Inc. and the Urban and Regional Ministry, 
in cooperation with 12 downtown churches, will be sponsoring 
tour days at these churches during April and May. I 

c. said that vestry members will bery likely benefit in their leader- 
ship roles by reading The E p i w a l i a n .  Members were given an 
opportunity to sign up for a Subsc%i$tion. 

12. Speed Thomas and Bill Koch were nominated to membership in the EZiC. 
They were unanimously elected. 

3 .  Bill Stockard, Property Chairman, reporte$ that a small hole in the 
ceiling of the church had been repaired. 

14. Bill Koch mentionedtthat the EYC wants to send a representative to 
addrhss the vestry. It was agreed that an EXC representative would 
be welcome. 

There being no further business, the meeting concluded with a prayer from 
the Rev. Bill Smith. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marion. K. Arnold 
Clerk of the Vestry 



February  17 ,  1978 

1 

Dear B r  i c  , 
P l e a s e ,  f i n d  a t t a c h e d  the nomination form completed on 

C h r i s t  Churah t o  t h e  Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r  of  H i s t o r i c  P l aoes .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  form a r e  t h e  wr i t e -ups  f o r  the D e s c r i p t i o n  
and t h e  S i g n i f i o a n o e  of the ohurch. On your app rova l ,  t h e s e  
w i l l  be submi t ted  f o r  review and e d i t i n g  t o  t h e  Tennessee 
H i s t o r i o a l  Commission, t h e  s t a t e  mgenoy i n  oharge of the 
nomimtion of a l l  s t a t e  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  the Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r .  
The b i b l i o g r a p h i o a l  r e f e r e n c e s  used i n  t h g  f ootrnores were 
a l l  Xerox'd from o r i g i n a l  r e co rds  w i t h  the exoep t ion  of the 
1929 Cen tenn i a l  book and M r .  S tokes  book le t  ( I  l e n t  my oop ie s  
of these two r a t h e r  t han  Xerox). W e  w i l l  r e o e i v e  the Xerox'd 
oop ies  back and these w i l l  be a n i o e  a d d i t i o n  t o  ou r  Archives-  
s i n c e  w e  oan t r u s t  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d s  t o  be a o o u r a t e  I 

To q u o t e  from the N a s h v i l l e  Tennessean,  January  31, 1978, 
i n  an  a r t i c l e  abou t  b u i l d i n g s  bein@ nominated t o  the Na t iona l  
R e g i s t e r  on t h e  F i s k  ~ n i v e r s i t ~  oampus: 

The l k s t i n g  of a  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  R e g i s t e r  s i g n i f i e s  
that t h e  s t r u o t u r e  i s  worthy of p r e s e r v a t i o n  a l t h o u g h  
i n c l u s i o n  does  n o t  gua ran t ee  that  a b u i l d i n g  w i l l  no t  
be t o r n  down. However, b u i l d i n g s  l i s t e d  a f b  a f f o r d e d  
a measure of p r o t e c t i o n  by s t a t u t e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  
h e a r i n g s  be h e l d  and review procedures  i n s t i t u t e d  
b e f o r e  any  federa l ly - funded  p r o j e c t  t h a t  m i g h t  
endanger a h i s t o r i c  s1te.y L i s t e d  b u i l d i n g s  a l s o  
a r e  e l ig ib le  f o r  matohing g r a n t s  from the Department 
of t h e  I n t e r i o r  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  and r enova t i on ,  More 
&han 400 Tennessee si tes now a r e  inoluded i n  t h e  
Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r  and 20 of  t h o s e  have been d e s i g n a t e d  
n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c  landmarks, 

I n  Nashv i l l e ,  however, there are  o n l y  f o u r  ohurohes l i s t e d  
on t h e  Nat iona l  Register: S t .  ~ a r y ' s ,  Downtown P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  
Holy T r i n i t y  and Churoh of the Assumption. 

You have reoe ived  from m e  the l ist  o f  the t e n  h i s t o r i o  
volumes plaoed on d e p o s i t  from Christ Churah i n  t h e  Tennessee 
S t a t e  L i b r a r y  and Arohives,  Manusor ip t  S e c t i o n ,  

I have asked the Manusoript s t a f f  w h a t  can  be done abou t  t h e  
reams of newspaper o l i p p i n g s  that p rov ide  s u c h  a w e a l t h  o f  
i r f o r rna t i on  abou t  our  ohuroh, m i n i s t e r s ,  the d i o o e s e  and r e l a t e d  
s u b j e o t s .  The l i f e  expectanoy of newspaper c l i p p i n g s  is  n o t  
f o r e v e r  and g r a d u a l l y  t h e s e  w i l l  d e t e r i o r a t e ,  I have been t o l d  
that if w e  p u t  these o l i p p i n g s  i n  ohronolog ioa l  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  
oan be oopied on miorof i lm and t h u s  beoome a p a r t  of the per-  
manent r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  L ibra ry-  oonserved and a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  s o h o l a r s  and r e s e a r o h e r s .  M a r j o r i e  Cummins i s  working w i t h  
me on t h i s  p r o j e o t .  

I n  l ook ing  f o r  a r a r e  and impor tan t  book i n  t h e  Hotohkiss  
L ib ra ry ,  I r e a l i z e d  when I d i d  no t  f i n d  the book on the s h e l f  
that  perhaps  thought  should  be  g iven  t o  removing the more 
v a l u a b l e  books from suoh an  W e  have s e v e r a l  
oompetent l i b r a r i a n s  i n  the d o u b t l e s s  be 
e n l i s t e d  f o r  t h i s  s tudy .  

P 
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trm No 10-300 10.~'' 
tneq 

UNITEDSTATES D E P A R T M ~ N T O F  THE INTERIOK 

t 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

RECEIVED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS I N  HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL  ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 
HlsToRIC Christ Church 

AND/OR COMMON 

STREET 81 NUMBER 

900 Broadwav . -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
v 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Nashville - VICINITY OF Fifth I 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
Tennessee Davidson 

a CLPISSIFI CATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

f 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC ~ O C C U  PIED 

XBUILDINGIS) KPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT ,IN PROCESS ?YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT KRELIGIOUS 
-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY ,OTHER 

NAME Christ Church Wardens and Vestrymen 

STREET & NUMBER 

900 Rroadway 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Nashville - VICINITY OF Tennessee 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. ~~t 

e- navidson Countv Court-* 
STREET 81 NUMBER 

Public Square 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Nashville Tennessee 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE Architectural Hi s tor i ca l  survey 

Downtown Area Neighborhood Development Project 

DATE 
February, 1977 & April, 1977 Y-FEDERAL ATATE -COUNTY LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
s u R V ~ y  RECORDS Tennessee Historica 1 Commission 
CITY.TOWN ST ATE 

Nashville Tennessee 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

EEXCE LLENT -DETERIORATED =UNALTERED ZORIGINAL SITE 

,GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  ,MOVED DATE 

-FAIR ,UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

See separate report for Description 



PERIOD 

-PREl-tISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

-1 500- 1599 

-1 600-1 699 

-1 700.1 799 

X1800.1899 

-1 900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

A R C H E U L U G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE KRELIGION 
A R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

5~~~~~~~~~~~ -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

,COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFY) 

J N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1890- 1894 BUILDERIARCHITECT Franc i s  Hatch Kirnball 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

See  separate report  f o r  S i g n i f i c a n c e  



 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
C h r i s t  Church: N a s h v i l l e .  1829-1929 ( X a s h v i l l e :  Y a r s h a l l  B ' ~ r u c e  

Go., 1929 
C h r i s t  Church $ e s t r y  Records ,  b e g i n n i n e  J u n e  29, 1829. On d e p o s i t  

a t  t h e  Tennessee  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  and A r c h i v e s ,  Manusc r ip t  S e c t i o n  
N a s h v i l l e  newspaper a r t i c l e s .  r e l a t i n g  t o  C h r i s t  Church, b e g i n n i n g  1829.  
Nol l .  Rev. A r t h u r  Howard. H i s t o r y  of t h e  Church i n  t h e  Diocese  of  Tennessee .  

( New York: James P o t t  & Co, , 1900)  

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

U T M  REFERENCES 

A W U W  
NORTHING 

clZO,NE, iA;TI,N$ I , I , I , , I , I 
B W  L L L u J  w 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

. The p r o p e r t y  nominated i s  a r e c t a n g u l a r  l o t  f r o n t i n g  
108 '  a l o n g  Broadway on t h e  s o u t h  and r u n n i n g  back  
160 '  a l o n g  N i n t h  Avenue Nor th  on t h e  e a s t .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

''m STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Mrs. Wi1liam.G. Coke, J r . ,  C h r i s t  Church A r o h i v i s t  
nRGANlZATlON DATE -. - 

C h r i s t  Church F e b r u a r y ,  1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

900 Broadway (615)  255-7729 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

N a s h v i l l e  Tennessee  * 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERrY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE - LOCAL - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 fPuMlc Law 89-665).  1 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion i n  the National. Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to  the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE + TITLE DATE 

?FOR NPS USE ONLY i 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE - 
DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATiON 

ATTEST: DATE - 
CFFPFR OFTHE NATIONAL REGISTER 



CHRIST CHURCH 

DESCRIPTION 

TOPICS FOR PARAGRAPHS 

1. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r  

2. C o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  u sed  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  

3. S k e t c h  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  F r a n c i s  Ha tch  Kimball  

b. S u p e r v i s i n g  a r c h i t e c t s  f o r  c h a p e l  and c h u r c h  named 

5. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

6 ,  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a i n e d  glass windows 

7. Examinat ion  of  t h e  a l t a r ,  l e c t u r n  and f u r n i s h i n g s  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

8 ,  Write-up on t h e  o r g a n  

9. Renova t ion  p r o j e c t s  d u r i n g  1956-59. 



CHRIST CHURCH 

DESCRIPTION 

P o s i t i o n e d  a t  a c o r n e r  i n  ~ a s h v i l l e ' s  downtown a r e a ,  C h r i s t  

c h u r c h ' s  r o b u s t  G o t h i c  assymmetry can b e  admired from s e v e r a l  

a n g l e s .  A r e c t a n g u l a r  tower of open-work s t o n e  t r a c e r y  p r o j e c t s  

upward f rom t h e  c o r n e r  of the h e a v i l y  r u s t i c a t e d  b u i l d i n g ,  The 

tower and s u r f a c e  d e t a i l s  of  smooth Bowling Green s t o n e  make f o r  

a l i v e l y  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  major  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  which 

i s  of  Sewanee s a n d s t o n e .  A t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  tower  t i e r e d - a r c h e d  

p o r t a l s  a r e  a c c e n t e d  by menacing g a r g o y l e s  between c o r n e r  b u t t r e s s e s ,  

A l a r g e  r o s e  window domina tes  t h e  c e n t r a l l y  p o s i t i o n e d  g a b l e  of t h e  

f a c a d e .  The a c u t e l y  a n g l e d  p i n n a c l e  formed by t h e  g a b l e  is  f i l l e d  

w i t h  a  pseudo- lancet  window and topped by s i m p l e  c r o c k e t s  and a 

prominent  cross-shaped f i l i a l .  O f  E n g l i s h  i n f l u e n c e ,  Christ Church 

i s  one of t h e  f i n e s t  examples of  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

i n  N a s h v i l l e .  (1) 

The s a n d s t o n e  used i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  c h u r c h  was a  

g i f t  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of t h e  S o u t h  a t  Sewanee, Tennessee ,  The 

s t o n e  work was o a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  N a s h v i l l e  f i r m  of  Dennedy and 

Maddox, ( 2 )  The tower was n o t  completed u n t i l  1947. The V e s t r y  

communicated w i t h  t h e  New York f i r m  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t ,  

F r a n d i s  Hatch K i m b a l l .  The f i r m  recommended R u s s e l l  H a r t ,  Nash- 

v i l l e  a r c h i t e c t ,  who execu ted  t h e  d e s i g n  f rom t h e  d e t a i l e d  drawings  

and s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  The N a s h v i l l e  S t o n e  S e t t i n g  

Company was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  s t o n e  work. The tower was b u i l t  

by a fund,  s t a r t e d  i n  1929,  which  was completed b y  a g i f t  o f  t h e  

g r a n d c h i l d r e n  o f  Alber t  B. Payne who had s e r v e d  on t h e  b u i l d i n g  

committee i n  1890 f o r  t h e  new ohurch.  I n  1949,  t h r o u g h  a  g i f t  

of Lou i se  B r a n s f o r d  McGavock, the chimes were i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  

tower.  ( 3 )  



C h r i s t  Church 
Desc r ip t ion  
Page 2 

Franois  Hatch Kimball began h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c a r e e r  i n  

Boston d u r i n g  1867. I n  1873, he was s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  

a r o h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t o  be e r e c t e d  a t  T r i n i t y  College i n  

Har t ford ,  Connec t icu t ,  des igned by London a r c h i t e o t  William 

Burgess. M r .  Burgess,  a  well-known exponent of t h e  French Goth ic ,  

was v i s i6ng  America a t  t h e  time. During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  M r .  Kimball 

s p e n t  s e v e r a l  months i n  England s t u q n g  Gothic  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  I n  

1879, Mr. Kimball opened an  o f f i c e  i n  New York C i t y  where he was 

commissioned f o r  a wide v a r i e t y  of b u i l d i n g s ,  i no lud ing  t h e a t r e s ,  

town and count ry  r e s i d e n c e s ,  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n s  and many b e a u t i f u l  

ohurches. ( 4 )  

I n  1886, t h e  C h r i s t  Church Ves t ry  approved t h e  p l ans  f o r  t h e  

new chape l  and church des igned  by F ranc i s  Hatch Kimball. (5 )  For 

t t h e  chape l ,  W.C. Smith, Nashv i l l e ,  se rved  a s  t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  

a r c h i t e c t  and f o r  t h e  church,  B.J. Hodge served a s  t h e  l o c a l  

a r c h i t e c t ,  ( 6 )  The chape l  was completed i n  1888, and t h e  church 

was completed i n  1894. 

The sanc tua ry  of Christ Church has  a d i s t i n c t i v e  e a r l y  

Bngl ish  atmosphere. Spanning t h e  c e n t r a l  nave is  a  t u n n e l  v a u l t  

of d a r k  oak braced by tremendous tie-beams. The i n t e r i o r  extends  

t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  forming a  Greek c r o s s  f l oo r -p l an ,  Div id ing  t h e  

v a u l t  from t h e  rounded go res  t o  each  s i d e  i s  a  banded, s l i g h t l y  

po in t ed  a r cade  supported by g r a n i t e  columns w i t h  f o l i a t e d  c a p i t a l s ,  

Above a r e  t h e  c l e r e s t o r y  windows, a s e r i e s  of  t r i p l e t s  w i t h  two 

small oolumns w i t h i n  each group. L in ing  t h e  s i d e  a i s l e s  a r e  

small r o s e t t e  and l a n ' m t  windows. The l i g h t  from t h e  w a l l  

openings coun te r s  : the  deep  tones  of t h e  massive carved woodwork 

w i t h i n  t h e  sanc tuary .  Other i n t e r e s t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  

e r e  t h e  V i o t o r i s n  bay window emoompassing t h e  bap t i smal  f o n t  a t  
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t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  and t h e  s m a l l  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  c h a p e l  b'eyond t h e  

s o u t h e a s t  s i d e  a i s l e .  ( 7 )  

C h r i s t  Church has many f i n e  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows. The b e a u t i f u l  

r o s e  window was a  memorial t o  J a n e  Smi th  Washington, g i v e n  by h e r  

c h i l d r e n .  I n  t h e  e a s t  c l e r e s t o r y ,  t h e  second g roup  o f  l a n c e t  

windows a r e  a memorial  t o  t h e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  of  Mr. and Mrs L e s l i e  1 
Warner. h e  windows were  d e s i g n e d  by Lou i s  Comfort T i f f a n y  and I 
r e q u i r e d  a y e a r  f o r  e x e c u t i o n .  The th i rd  g r o u p  of l a n c e t  windows 

i n  t h e  w e s t  c l e r e s t o r y  were  a l s o  d e s i g n e d  by t h e  T i f f a n y  Company 

and were  g i v e n  i n  memory of  Mrs. John C. Brown by h e r  s o n ,  ( 8 )  

The R e s u r r e c t i o n  windowsabove t h e  a l t a r  were g i v e n  a s  memorials .  

The c e n t r a l  window w a s  g i v e n  i n  memory of George Augus t ine  Washington 

t by h i s  widow J a n e ,  The i n s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  g l a s s  r e a d s  " ~ o r n  May 28, 

1815 - Died December 4, 1802. " M r .  Washington d i e d  i n  1892.  Here 

is a n  example o f  t h e  m i s c h i e f  of a r f i i s a n s  s o  o f t e n  s e e n  i n  European 

c a t h e d r a l s .  ( 9 )  

The f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h e  s a n c t u a r y  i s  t h e  handsome wood c a r v e d  

a l t a r  p i e c e  w i t h  t h e  bronze  p laque  of t h e  c r u c i f i x i o n  i n  t h e  middle  

of t h e  a l t a r .  Melchoir  Thoni ,  a Swiss  e m i g r a n t ,  employed a t  t h e  

E d g e f i e l d  and N a s h v i l l e  Manufactur ing  Company, is o r e d i t e d  w i t h  

s u p e r v i s i n g  and p e r s o n a l l y  c a r v i n g  t h e  a l t a r ,  t h e  p u l p i t ,  the  

communion t a b l e  and t h e  c h a i r  r a i l .  ( 1 0 )  The u n u s u a l  a n g e l  

l e c t u r n ,  made of s o l i d  bronze ,  w a s  t h e  work of S i l a s  M c ~ e e f l l )  The 

baptismal f o n t  of S i c i l i a n  marble  was made f o r  t h e  f i r s t  S c o t t i s h  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E x h i b i t i o n  i n  1886,and was a  g i f t  of a fo rmer  r e c t o r ,  

D r .  W i l l i a m  G r a h a m ,  t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  1889. ( 1 2 )  The b a p t i s t e r y  

a l s o  has a n  immersion p o o l ,  t h e  o n l y  known E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  

area w i t h  Cluch a pool .  The pews were ca rved  by t h e  N a s h v i l l e  f i r m  
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o f  Simmons, P h i l l i p s  a n d  Hawthorne. (13) A l l  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g s  

d e a o r i b a d  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  were  t h e  g i f t s  o f  two women's o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n s ,  t h e  P a r i s h  A i d  S o c i e t y  and  t h e  Kensington  c i r c l e .  ( 1 4 )  

8 I n  1894,  C h r i s t  Church purchased  a  F a r r a n d  and Votey o r a a n ,  

t h e  f i n e s t  o rgan  a v a i l a b l e  and a t  t h e  t i m e  of i n s t a l l a t i o n  t h e  

o n l y  one o f  i t s  k ind  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  It was a n  e l e c t r o - p n e u m a t i c  

o rgan .  I n  1940, t h e  o rgan  was e n l a r g e d  t o  2 ,438 pipes and chimes 

A new c o n s o l e  was added i n  1957,  and i n  1959,  the  o r g a n  was 

d e d i c a t e d  t o  F, A r t h u r  Henkel ,  o r g a n i s t  a t  C h r i s t  Church f o r  

o v e r  f i f t y  y e a r s .  ( 1 5 )  

I n  1956,  C h r i s t  Church under took  a $300,000, r e m o d e l l i n g  

program t o  b u i l d  new c las s rooms  and a d i n i n g  room by e x c a v a t i n g  

under  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  and t o  remodel t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l ,  t h e  1888 

o h a p e l ,  and connec t  it t o  t h e  main church .  T h i s  e x t e n s i v e  

b u i l d i n g  program was s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed i n  1959. Edwin A ,  

Keeble,  N a s h v i l l e ,  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  and W.F. H o l t  & Son 

a s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r ,  ( 1 6 )  



I 

CHRIST CHURCH 

DESCRIPTION 

t FOOTNOTES 

1. T h o r n t o n ,  Lee Ann, p a r a g r a p h  on t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r  
o f  C h r i s t  Church p r e p a r e d  by. Miss Thorn ton  a  F i n e  Arts 
Major a t  V a n d e r b i l t ,  1977 ,  and p r e s e n t l y  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  
a t  H i s t o r i c  N a s h v i l l e ,  I n c .  

2. Goodwyn, W. A . ,  L e t t e r  of October  20, 1888,  i n  V e s t r y  Book I f ,  
M r .  Goodwyn s e r v e d  a s  t h e  Church T r e a s u r e r  d u r i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
o f  t h e  Chapel .  Typed t r a n s c r i p t  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  S e e  # 5 f o r  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  V e s t r y  books.  

C a n c e l l e d  check of March 20, 1893, t o  D.E. Dennedy, f o r  
$3,500, f o r  s t o n e  work on C h r i s t  Church. T o t a l  s tonework,$20,000.  

3. S t o k e s ,  W a l t e r ,  J r . ,  C h r i s t  Church ( ~ a s h v i l l e :  C h r i s t  Church, 
B ~ i s c o ~ a l ,  19721,  PP. 19-20, I n s c r i p t i o n  i n  s t o n e  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  tower  a t  f r o n t  p o r t a l .  Program f o r  A p r i l  10 ,1949,  Chimes. 

4. Withey, Henry and E l s i e  R,, B i o g r a p h i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  American 
A r c h i t e c t s  ( ~ e c e a s e d )  (Los Ange les :  Hennessey & I n g a l l s ,  I n c , ,  
19701,  PP. 343-344. 

N a t i o n a l  Cyclopaedia  of  American B i o ~ r a p h y ,  Vol ,  XV, ( ~ e w  York: 

t- James T. White i% Co., 19161,  pp. 79-80. 

5 .  V e s t r y  Book I. ( J u n e  29,1829-May 28 ,1888) .  V e s t r y  Mee t ing  on 
November 20, 1886,  Typed t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  V e s t r y  
Book I and V e s t r y  ~ o o k I # ~ e ~ t e m b e r  24, 1888-March 22, 1915)  
were  p l a c e d  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1978,  on d e p o s i t  i n  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  
L i b r a r y  and A r c h i v e s ,  Manusc r ip t  S e c t i o n ,  

R e c e i p t s  of  August  25, 1887,  and September 20, 1887,  t o  F r a n c i s  
Hatch  Kimball  f o r  s e r v i c e s  as  s e n i o r  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  C h r i s t  
Church Chapel.  

C a n c e l l e d  check  o f  May 26, 1892,  t o  F.H. Kimbal l ,  a r c h i t e c t ,  
f o r  $500.00, f o r  s e r v i c e s  an t h e  Church b u i l d i n g .  

6, R e c e i p t  from C h r i s t  Church of September 1 7 ,  1889,  f o r  payment 
o f  s e r v i c e s  t o  W.C. Smi th ,  s u p e r v i s i n g  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  Chapel  
b u i l d i n g .  

C a n c e l l e d  check  o f  A p r i l  1, 1893,  t o  B.J. Hodge, f o r  $200.00, 
f o r  s e r v i c e s  a s  a r c h i t e c t  on t h e  church .  

7. Thorn ton ,  Lee Ann, p a r a g r a p h  on t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
o f  t h e  c h u r c h  p r e p a r e d  by Lee Ann Thornton ,  

8. C h r i s t  Church: N a s h v i l l e .  1829-1929 ( N a s h v i l l e :  M a r s h a l l  & 
Bruae  Co., 19291,  pp,  163-164 Mary Washington Kirkman, 
t t ~ e m o r i a l s  i n  t h e  New Church. :r 

9.  S t o k e s ,  C h r i s t  Church, p. 22. 
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1 0 ,  H o l d e r ,  B i l l ,  " ~ e m o i r  of Melcho i r  T h o n i , "  The N a s h v i l l e  
Tennessean  Yagaz ine ,  November 1 6 ,  1947,  pp. 12-15. 

N a s h v i l l e  C i t y  D i r e c t o r y ,  1894,  pp. 315 and 911. 

11, C h r i s t  Church: N a s h v i l l e ,  1829-1929, p. 161 ,  Mary W a s h h g t o n  
s i rkman ,  "Memorials i n  t h e  New Church. i 1  

13. V e s t r y  Book 11, p.  82. R e p o r t  t o  t h e  Annual P a r i s h  Mee t ing ,  
Apri l  3 ,  1893. Typed t r a n s c r i p t  f rom t h e  o r i g i n a l .  

C a n c e l l e d  check  o f  Oc tobe r  8, 1892 ,  t o  Simmons, P h i l l i p s  and  
Hawthorne, f o r  $500.00, f o r  woodwork on C h r i s t  Church,  

14. C h r i s t  Church: N a s h v i l l e ,  1829-1929, pp. 214-215, and p. 224, 
 o omen's O r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

15. N a s h v i l l e  Banner ,  September 18, 1940. 

Henkel ,  F. A r t h u r ,  o r g a n i s t  a t  C h r i s t  Church, l e t t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  o rgan  a t  t h e  church ,  1940,  He d i e d  i n  1958.  - 

f 16.  N a s h v i l l e  Banner ,  J anua ry  9 ,  1959. 
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TOPICS FOR PARAGRAPHS 

1. L o c a t i o n  

2. Beg inn ings  of t h e  E p i s c o p a l  r e l i g i o n  i n  N a s h v i l l e  

3. O r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  f i r s t  C h r i s t  Church,  X a s h v i l l e  

4. B u i l d i n g  'old C h r i s t  church"  

5 .  Growth i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  

6. C h r i s t  c h u r c h ' s  work i n  t h e  Diocese  

7.  The C i v i l  War t i m e s  

8. Move t o  t h e  new c h u r c h  

9. " ~ c h o o l  f o r   ish hops" 

10 .  S t a r t i n g  m i s s i o n s  i n  N a s h v i l l e  & Davidson County 

11. Prominent  Men i n  t h e  P a r i s h  

1 2 .  Women's work i n  t h e  c h u r c h  

13. C h r i s t  Church t o d a y .  
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C h r i s t  Church, l oca ted  t e n  blooks from t h e  Tennessee S t a t e  

Cap i to l ,  was b u i l t  i n  w h a t  was a r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood i n  t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s ~  on t h e  corner  of Broad and McLemore (now Ninth Avenue North) 

i n  downtown Nashvi l le .  The church was b u i l t  between 1890 and 1894, 

and f i r s t  worship s e r v i c e s  were he ld  on December 16, 1894. (1) 

C h r i s t  Church was organized a s  the  f i r s t  Episcopal  p a r i s h  i n  Nash- 

v i l l e  and Davidson County a d a s  one of the  f i r s t  t h r e e  i n  t h e  

Diocese of Tennessee. The p resen t  church i s  t h e i r  second house of 

worship i n  downtown Nashvi l le .  On Broad, two blooks west  i s  Union 

S t a t i o n ,  a Nat ional  H i s t o r i c  Landmark, and one block e a s t  on Broad, 

t h e  Customs House and Hume-Fogg High School, both l i s t e d  on t h e  

Nat ional  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces ,  

t In  1779-1780, t h e  western t e r r i t o r y  a long  t h e  Cumberland River  

u a l l e d  " the ~ l u f f s "  was s e t t l e d  mainly by Sco tch - I r i sh  p ioneers ,  

During t h e  e a r l y  years  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a t  Fo r t  Nashborough contended 

w i t h  t h e  ever  p resen t  menace of Ind ian  a t t a c k  and s u r v i v a l ,  l eav ing  

no t ime f o r  t h e  development o f  organized churches.  By 1787, t h e  

Methodists  were meeting and by 1789 were bu i ld ing  a ohurch on t h e  

publ io  square ,  In  1814, t h e  P resby te r i ans  and i n  1820, t h e  B a p t i s t s  

were s t a r t i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  churches i n  Nashvi l le ,  It was not  u n t i l  

1825 that James H. Otey came t o  Tennessee t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

Episcopal  church. He began h is  work i n  Frankl in  and Columbia, and 

by 1825, he was hold ing  meetings a t  t h e  Masonic Hal l  i n  Nashvi l le .  ( 2 )  

On June 29, 1829, a t  t h e  Masonic H a l l ,  t h e  congregat ion of 

C h r i s t  Church met and e l e c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  Vestrymen, Thomas 

Claiborne,  F ranc i s  B, Fogg, D r .  John Shelby, James S tewar t  and 

Henry Baldwin, Jr. These f i v e  men dominated t h e  growth of t h e  

ohurch dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  years .  ( 3 )  On September 2, 1829, t h e  
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t V e s t r y  r e s o l v e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  a  l o t  on t h e  c o r n e r  of Church and 

H i g h  (now S i x t h  Avenue N o r t h ) ,  b e l o n g i n g  t o  M r .  S t e w a r t  f o r  

$2,400. The b u i l d i n g  committee composed o f  C l a i b o r n e ,  S h e l b y  and 

S t e w a r t ,  were  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  o b t a i n  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and  

s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  church .  ( 4 )  F i v e  months l a t e r  

George W e l l e r  was e l e c t e d  R e c t o r  o f  C h r i s t  Church and h i s  f i rs t  

d u t y  w a s  t o  d i r e c t  t o  N a s h v i l l e  t h e  sh ipment  of  t h e  new o rgan  

purchased  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  ( 5 )  The p a r i s h  n a s  a s s i s t e d  i n  

p r o c u r i n g  t h e  s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  new r e c t o r  f rom t h e  Domest ic  and 

F o r e i g n  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  Church 

I I whiah  was conce rned  w i t h  t h e  g rowth  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  w e s t .  " ( 6 )  

I n  March, 1830,  t h e  V e s t r y  i s s u e d  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  

two V e s t r i e s  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  of T e n n e s s e e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  F r a n k l i n  and 

Columbia,  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  l a y i n g  o f  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  f o r  t h e  

new c h u r a h ,  ( 7 )  The c o r n e r s t o n e  was l a i d ,  a t  th i s  t h e  f i r s t  Episco-  

pal a h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  i n  Tennessee ,  on J u l y  5, 1830. The names o f  

t h e  r e c t o r ,  t h e  V e s t r y ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  Hugh Roland and t h e  b u i l d e r  

W i l l i a m  S h i e l d s .  were  w r i t t e n  on a s c r o l l  and p l a c e d  a l o n g  w i t h  

t h e  B i b l e  a n d  t h e  P r a y e r  Book i n  a box n i t h i n  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e , ( 8 )  

S e r v i c e s  were  c o n t i n u e d  a t  t h e  Masonic H a l l  u n t i l  t h e  c h u r c h  was 

comple ted .  Even d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  music  was i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  

a h u r c h  members. James Diggons s e r v e d  a s  t h e  c h o i r  l e a d e r  and t h e  

c o n g r e g a t i o n  was u s i n g  t h e  f i r s t  c h u r c h  o rgan  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  ( 9 )  

The G o t h i c  s t y l e d  s t o n e  church ,  w i t h  a s a n c t u a r y  measur ing  45 by 
, - 60 f e e t ,  c o n t a i n i n g  62 pews, was comple ted  i n  1831. The c h u r c h  

&I  
had c o s t  $16,000. An i m p r e s s i v e  ceremony was conducted  by 

/-J 

A s s i s t a n t  B i shop  Meade . o f  V i r g i n i a  f o r  t h e  c o n s e c r a t i o n  of  t h e  

a h u r c h  on J u l y  6,  1831. ( 1 0 )  Dur ing  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  v i s i t  t o  


































































